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PREFACE

Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Sngh J has not only written extensvely on
Gurmat topics but dso practiced Gurmat way of life as a role modd.
This is amply supported by his being recognised with ‘siropas (robe of
honour), by dl the Five ‘Tekhas (Highest Skh Reigious Seets). His
devotion to Kirtan and high spiritudity atracted an increesng band of
likeeminded Gurskhs. His subject book, ‘Rangle Sgjan’, is a memoire
to twenty-three of his companions, who pre-deceased him after leading
extraordinary lives.

There was adways a high purpose behind his writings that were
confined to promote Skh ideds and spread Guru Nanak’s message,
prompted by Divine Being. He has quoted Gurbani liberaly to support
his arguments in his books. In fact he dways ligened to entire
recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib J to sdect Gurbani quotes for the
sdected topics. However in the naration of lives of the seected
Gurskhs, he has forcefully brought out how drength is imparted to
thelir characters by virtuous and single-minded devotion on the Path of
Spiritudity. This is what the Khasa Panth is about and named as the
corporate body of Guru, while Si Guru Granth Sahib represents the
Guru spirit, embodiments of the common spirit of the Ten Gurus.

A dmple life, child-like devotion with humility and sdfless service
bring about ragpid spiritud progress and even the illiterate devotees
atan the wisdom and Gurmat knowledge. It is possble for men of
intense Soiritudity to fater, but ther sense of humility and redization
of wrongdoing and aonement can bring them back to spiritud glory.
Love for Divine-Beng and remaining humble and obedient can win
many heats and make life truly blissful. Such ae the virtues
demondrated in the narrated lives. Obvioudy it is intended to enthuse
and motivate aspiring Gursikhs to follow worthy examples.

To trandate this book into English was a crying need of our time for its
wider reach for the benefit of our youth, who are not so proficient in the
Punjabi  language. With blessngs of Saguru, this has been
successfully  underteken by Bha Jespinder Singh J, his family and
other enthusiagtic young sudents. It is hoped that even in this firg
attempt, the origind intended Gurmat message shdl be conveyed. |



persondly congratulate the team behind this work and do wish for the
good work to continue.

June 25, 2000
Dr. Darshan Singh
Toronto, Canada



WORDS OF GRATITUDE

Imagine a retired soldier, with little basc education and total sranger
to the literary world, being assgned the daunting duty of trandating
Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Sngh J’'s book! However such happens to
be the Dispenson-Divine. As a soldier, |1 could only agree to do my
best rather than shirk a duty. It is hoped, that my readers in ther
magnanimity, would put up with the poor and faulty presentation and
yet manage to get at the re message, to convey the Essence of Gurmat
of the origina book, ‘Rangle Sgjan’.

It was during one of the July Samagams a Toronto, to commemorate
the sacred memory of Bha Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh J, that his old
associae Dr. Darshan Singh J and Giani Amolak Singh J dluded to
ome life-dories, liged in ‘Rangle Sgjan’. This sarved like igniting the
fuse in the souls of young participants and enthused them to learn more
in detail. On popular demand | trandated four chapters of the book. It
happened to be well received by our student community. Ever since
this Samagam the active participation of Bha Jwan Sngh J and Dr.
Darshan Singh J, have led many aspirants to the Gurma-Way of life
by having been baptised and even become very good Kirtaniyas in
regular Gurdwara programs.

During my vist to Ludhiana, | went to pay my respects to Bhai Bdbir
Sngh J, son of Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Singh J. | told him about
interest of the Toronto youth in trandation of Bhai Sahib’'s books. In
turn he asked me to underteke the trandation of the entire book,
‘Rangle Sgjjan’, as a ‘red service'. That ishow | cameto look at it asa
privilege to render ‘service and labour of love. | have truly enjoyed
my work and many of my family and friends shared it, proof-reading
and typing. It is now fervently hoped that feedback would be received
from enlightened readers to improve this trandation and aso it would
be of some use meanwhile.

April 26, 2000
Jaspinder Singh
24 Newdale Place,
Brampton, ON,
L6S 572, Canada



INTRODUCTION

It is often seen that there is non-acceptance of the true incidents,
pertaning to the lives of the Olden Saints, that have an dement of
amazing wonder. The argument is non-occurrence in the present day
life of such incidents. Those, paticulaly with scientific mind, regect
miraculous incidents as figments of imagingion, that are untrue in red
life. They bdieve that truth can dways be verified through scientific
means acceptable to human mind and intellect through perception. Al
else beyond thisiswrong and false.

The life incdents of 23 individuds should adequatdly remove such
doubts, as the recent true happenings, witnessed by many of the
surviving people of our times It edablishes that the gpiritud
experiences continue in the current times, just as in the old. The
reference is made only to the spiritud life of individuds Human life
has many ups and downs and only a few rare may have the sameness of
goiritudly high date throughout. Such a deedy life is a Divine Gift,
otherwise the danger of dipping is lurking a every sep. Bhagat Kabir
J sys
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O, Kabir! Never bloat with pride nor laugh at another’s misery.
Who knows what thy own life may have in store for you yet.39.

It is not easy to gain spiritudity and to mantain is yet more difficult in
view of the temptations or pit-fals. This can be seen in the life
example of Bha Sarwan Singh J, Phdewa, how he fel from the gpex
of spiritual height. None can boast that he or she is not subject to error.

The dally prayer says,

“Utter WaheGuru, Thinking of those who bore the unbearable
spiritual powers and overlooked other’s faults.”



To bear the unbearable temptation to flaunt spiritual powers and ignore
faults of others is the hdlmark of truly grest. Normaly people get
puffed up with pride even with little acquistion of Worldly power,
what to tak of spiritud power. This is why in Skhism, it is prohibited
to indulge in miraculous showing off, that impedes spiritud growth.
The purpose of this book is to illustrate how efficacious is the Simran,
meditation of Nam and how to get imbued in Nam. This is why the
book is Named “Rangle Sgjan, the Imbued Onesl This was written
between 1952 to 1954 at Kumar Hatti, in Himachal Pradesh.

Bha Sahib Randhir Sngh J has been devoted to a life of Kirtan from
1901 and it is due to this, that he attracted and made friends with many
Gurgkhs. Out of these, he has written about the life events of 23
deceased ones in this book. He is thinking of writing about some more,
which may appear in future editions. It has been consdered it desrable
to write only about those, who had completed their earthly sojourn. It
isdifficult to predict about aliving being in his future conduct.

There are many amazing everts in this book, which might lead some
readers to oiritudity. This is dso a unique presentation in the present
age of worldliness and might prove helpful to the divindy-oriented. It
is hoped, that it will make enjoyable reading.

14th January 1956
(Nahar Singh Giani) Gujjarwa
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MARU M:5

Self-pride, worldly attachment, avarice and evil thought were secluded from mind.
Jewel of Nam and Virtues-Divine were the only stock-in-trade, that a devotee
carried forth to hereafter.1.

Lasting was Love-Divine of the devoteetill theend. Serving Lordin life-time, he
enshrined Memory-Divine while departing for the herafter.1.PAUSE.

Never did he shirk in complying with Will-Divine.

Dwelling in Bliss of Equipoise, the devotee always set out to whatever warranted by
Duty-Divine.2.

He discerned not between grief and pleasure, but remained satiated in Divinely-
Ordained privation.

Whatever the Will-Divine was accepted cheerfully.3.

With Grace-Divine glorified was devotee both here and in the hereafter.

Blessed is he and worthwhile hislife, O' Nanak, who perceived of the Lord.4.5.
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Thereisbut oneLord! Through Grace of the Enlightener, True
Satguru, Heisrealised.

MIRACUL OUS WORLD
THAT OF
NAM -IMBUED DEVOUTS
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THE ONLY LORD, EVER VICTORIOUS!
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O’ Nanak, ‘Rangle” arethe Nam-Imbued.

Ever engrossed in Devotion, in Equipoise they remain.2.
Si Rag Ki Var M:3[85]

Loving Memoirs
Of
Dear Ones, Departeesto ‘GUR-PURI’ in Her eafter

Many joined the Jathaand left. What purpose it would serve to write
about those fake Divine-Lovers. Thisisanarration of the lives of
‘Gurmukh’ devouts, who successtully ferried across worldly ocean

departing in Glory, in brief.

The opening is meade with life-sketch of the devout couple, Sri Baba
Ram Singh J and Mata Prem Kaur:



Rangle Sgjjan
CHAPTER 1
BABA RAM SINGH AND MATA PREM KAUR JI
PHALEWAL (LUDHIANA)

The couple were both deeply religious and resded at village Phdewd,
about 5 kms South of Narangwa. Baba Ram Singh J was employed in
the Army, but had quit a the early age of 33. He had aways been
greatly attracted towards spiritudism.  His plan was tha, after leaving
the service, he would get baptised and would devote completdy to a
religious life. While in sarvice, he had a vison that his desre would be
fulfilled through a ‘Nirban Kirtani Jatha of dedicated Gurskhs,
sdflesdy devoted to Kirtan and meditation. That is where he would
experience true oiritudism and life of reigious service, as one of the
Jatha

Prompted by his vison, he left the Army to redise his wish. He had
landed property in the village and his family was jugt his issudess wife.
She was a very obedient lady. Both decided to get baptised soon. Baba
Ram Singh had dready been named according to the Skh rites and his
wife was now named Prem Kaur. She came to be popularly known as
‘Mata Prem Kaur'. Their marriage ceremony was aso conducted again
according to the Sikh rites ‘Anand Karg’ during Baptism. From then
on the couple were life long dedicated members of the Jatha, aways
happy to serve. Following the Skh tenets, ther life occupation became
Nam meditation, service, and sharing. Ther service in langar, free
kitchen, was exemplary. They were both peace-loving, openhearted
and sdf-contended people.  Ther lives were dedicated to service
tirdedy with utmost humility. They were the pillars of service in
Langar a the Samagams for many years. Never was there a shortage of
food or lack of sarvice Ther humility was infauaing for dl those
parteking food in the Langar. Their sweet words mingled with the holy
food, prepared by them, produced Soul-lifting experience  Ther
meditation was continuous and not even a bresth was wasted without
Nam. This combination of service and meditetion led them often to
deep meditation in the Langar, that was specidly located close to the
place of Akhand Pathh and Kirtan. This enabled Bha Ram Singh and
Mata Prem Kaur J to listen to Gurbani while engaged in sarvice.  This
double action of holy service and Divine word brought glorious shine

1



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
to ther faces and their faces gppeared as fonts of Elixir to the beholders
causng ripples of gspiritud joy in ther hearts. They were the ided
couple, the very picture of ‘two bodies but one in spirit’. Ther spiritua
advancement was made even as complete illiterates  This is in
accordance with Gurbani:

" yiat difee fore 1| ufsnr nigufanr ygH aifs ure 1 q 1l

T8 Ho® U [a¢D]
The one who meditates on the Lord,

attains the highest spiritual Glory whether a scholar or illiterate.
Gauri M:5[197]

Thus this couple was illiterate but surpassed many of the scholarly
persons in Divine knowledge. They were dways cheerful.  Whenever
somebody wanted something from the Langar, they would entertain
with sweet words and supply the need. Their virtues of perseverance,
contentment and tolerance were a rare sght and most commendable.
They would offer dl ther earnings from ther famland in the name of
the Guru. They had a unique cow, that yielded milk dl the year round.
The cow could be milked anytime, even a mid-night. We had named
this cow ‘Sura Gaoo' (the divine cow). Whaever they sowed
meditatively in their land, after a shower, would grow, yidding a rich
crop.  Such was the Divine Blessng. Their homegrown pulse of whole
‘Mash’ (phascolus radiatus), prepared in an iron utensl was mogt
ddicious. No matter how many people ate, there was never a shortage.

The dmple minded, Mata Prem Kaur J, ataned the date of Divine
Reveation. | discovered this, when | would find that she had churned
butter milk and speciadly baked bread of mixed grains, ready for me on
my unannounced vigts to Phaewd at dl odd times. Once | asked her
as to how she had come to prepare dl fresh food whenever | visted
without any notice.  She smilingly pointed towards Bhai Sarwan Singh
as the source of her information, giving details of darting and arivd as
adso the number of people accompanying me.  Accordingly the food
was prepared. | scolded Bha Sarwan Singh for misuse of the occult
powers. However he pleaded that it was not him, but the direct
revelation to the Mata. Thiswasjust her modest way to put me off.



Rangle Sajjan

Such happenings very many. All this was the result of sdfless service
to God and Nam. Mata Prem Kaur kept her occult powers a hidden
secret and never showed off. Occasondly before my jal term, she
would say, “Ba (Elder brother)! There is going to be a prolonged
sepaation. May God be with us” | would tell her that His Will would
be done. This couple served with full dedication up to 1914, with ever
more eagerness.

Baba Ram Singh's serenity and tolerance were limitless He had so
much love for me that he would not say without me. There were
aways Samagams and gatherings of Akhand Kirtan. If ever there was
a break, he would come to Narangwa accompanied by Bha Sarwan
Singh. There we would do Simran and Kirtan together. He was
extremdy regular in atending Kirtans. Once the entire Jatha went to
the village Sahdi of Si Babu Md Singh J in didrict Anritsar.
Enroute we were snging (Kirtan) hymns. Baba Ram Singh fell in deep
meditation even while waking. On reaching sarhdi, Akhand Pathh
Samagam darted. As usud this couple took up the service in Langar.
They were enjoying lidening to the Pathh while engaged in service
Many a time ede brother of Babu J, Si Bha Waryam Singh J,
would vist Langar to find out if anything was in short supply there
Evey time Si Baba Ran Sngh J would re-assure him.  There was
never redly a shortage with the divingly contented couple around.

Along with many others of the Jatha, | was imprisoned in the Ludhiana
jal. After some time Bha Ram Singh was dso brought there. He had
dready prayed for joining us. However he suffered great hardships in
jal due to old age and his rigorous discipline of Sarabloh Bibek,
cooking and edting in iron utendls. The unjugt British Rule had
origindly sentenced dl of us to life imprisonment, but the revised term
for Bha Ram Singh was for two years. Thus he was freed much ahead
of our release, yet his prayerful yearnings for our company were dways
there.

While gill waiting for a reunion, he left for his heavenly abode about
four months prior to my release.  Even while departing his soul visted
meinjall to bid 'Gur Fateh'.



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
The happy news was that he remained dedicated to the last in God-
Love. The loss was just unbearable for Mata Prem Kaur. Though ill
dive on my return after imprisonment, yet she was a withdrawn person,
a caricature of her old «f, living in a world of her own. She met me
very affectionately and had heart to heart tak. In a period of three
years she dso departed from this world, to join Baba Ram Singh a the
Eternal abode.

Here is an example, worth mentioning, of Baba Ram Singh's kind,
bounteous and compassonate nature. In his extended family
reationship, there was a family tha had unreasonable sense of
animogity towards him snce long. One of ther members had gone
abroad to Chinese and Mdaysan idands to make his fortune. When he
returned with consderable wedth, he had a terrible disease. A young
man of 9x feet height and broad chedt, his whole body got iffened
suddenly, incgpable of bending or moving. He could only be helped by
a least four persons ether to lie flaa or stand erect, without moving.
He had tried dl medicd help aoroad, but to no aval. He returned
disappointed to Phaewa and wished to see Baba Ram Singh. When
Baba J learnt of this request and his state of illness, he forgot al about
the old inimicd rdationship and wished to be as hdpful as possble
This was the time when the entire Jatha happened to be vigting Baba
J. Taking leave of the Jatha, he went to see the aling person. The
patient cried bitterly while explaining his afliction. He made a request
for an Akhand Pathh to pray for his wel being, paticulally when the
Jatha happened to be there of Divine heders. He sad that if he died
after such an Akhand Pethh, he would be redeemed and if he regained
hedth he would seek Baptism dong with the entire family to live a
dedicated life. Baba J on return repested the request to the Jatha with
tearful eyes. He prayed for the well being of the patient to the holy
congregation, with the fath in efficacy of the Divine word and the
prayer of holy ones. Who would ever rave denied a request from Baba
J? The next day preparations were made for the Akhand Pathh. The
patient was brought by four persons in the presence of Sii Guru Granth
Sahib.  The Baba was in attendance of Sii Guru Granth Sahib, waving
the flywhisk while standing. Seeing the patient, he addressed with
Divine fervour. “You have erred serioudy, that you are not aware of a
present.  Describe your promise to the Guru in your prayer, while
proceeding to make fortune in the foreign lands” It al came back to

4



Rangle Sajjan

the memory of the patient and he told that, “Yes, Sr! | had made the
promise to st adde tithe in the Guru's name from my eanings.
However | snned againg this. In the past ten, twelve years | made a lot
of money. While the tithe amount kept mounting, | was log in worldly
pleasures, forgetting al about the promise. This is truly a serious lapse,
which is the cause of my dfliction.” It was decided, tha the correct
amount of tithe after cdculating, be sent to Hazoor Sahib before the
Akhand Pathh was darted. The patient immediately dispathched the
requiste money through his brother. Now that the Samagam was to
dat, Baba J put the condition, that he would ligen to the entire
recitation of the Pathh. He readily agreed and asked for permisson to
ligen while lying on the ground, because of his alment. This was
granted. Baba J then gave him encouraging words of faith and hope.

The Kirtan of AsaDi-Var started at 4:.00 A.M. and ended a 11:00
A.M. There was a congregationa prayer before garting the Pathh. The
patient was held by four persons in the standing position for the prayer.
His body was just like a plank of wood. At the end of the prayer he fell
in prodrate pogtion in front of S Guru Granth Sahib. To everybody’s
amazement he sat up on his own, without hep. Sri Karah Prasad was
digributed when Si Jap J was read from Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The
Baba had prepared Karah Prasad and distributed aso.  Offering the
Prasad to the patient, he sad, “This is the Elixir of Five dements, the
mogt efficacious medicine of dl. Ea this” Soon after he ate, he fdt
rguvenated and asked to be left on his own. The miracle was wrought
by the Grace of the Guru and he was in norma hedlth by the end of Sri
Akhand Pathh. He could wak about normaly. The entire assembly
was wounder sruck as dso the medicd practitioners. The whole
family got baptised snging the Gurbani:

tle efer™ 39R 39 | A3 Udeg I3 enT 83 a1l 998 |
8=t adig 7 [337]

O, Lord of theweak! With Faith in Thee,

| have put my entire family on Thy Ferry.Pause.
Gauri Kabir Ji [337]

This hymn was sung by the entire family. There was ‘Guru Ka Langar’
and shortly there after he again left for the foreign lands. Baba J in
paticuar and the Jaha in generd was highly praised for this

5



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
miraculous feat. Baba J wanted dl the Jatha to leave immediately to
avoid hearing the prase. This is an example of his magnanimity and
aoofness from any praise or condemnation.

Hearing of the events concerning this couple from my wife, Kartar
Kaur, pertaining to the period of my jal term, | would often be moved.

However it would render this narration very long, if those were to be
included. Thusweend it here.

‘Most Wondrous Couple of GURU-DEVOTEES
(A UIH »igy 99 ALa &)

Mata Prem Kaur a picture of devoted love and service,
Baba Ram Singh, a personification of humble devout.
Such was wondrous couple of Guru’s devotees.

In the foot-prints of ancient devouts,

Reciting Nam while sharing their honest living,
Thus lived dl through the elderly couple.366.

With resources meagre but life of contentment,
remaining patient in gratitude of Divine-like ascetics.
Content with Divine-dispensation and self -sufficient,

They enjoyed the riches of NamWedlth, gifted by Guru.
Indeed it was Kingdom true of Care-free life,
Real bliss and feding abundance of royality.
True wealth of Nam Treasure in abundance,

Y et never fearing of theft or robbery.367.
Worldly poor but abounding in Nam wedlth,
They werw truly rich with Eternal Treasure.
Those, who gather Nam-True, are not paoor,

For Lord provides all to such devotees.
Bestowed with Rare Nam-Jewel,
Enjoy access to al Divine-Resources.368.

Difficult indeed is the life of Nam-devation,
Y et service in Nam dedication bears rich fruit.
Hard service rendered to congregations of Guru’'s devotees,
Ferried the two of old couple devouts.
Mata Prem Kaur remained intoxicated in humility and love,
Blissful remained the hearts of both aged ones.
Nam-imbued were these rare jewels of Guru,

World fail to describe these Fragrant-Roses of Guru devouts.369.
[Extract from Jot Vigas, book of poems by Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji]
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Rangle Sgjjan
CHAPTER 2
KHANJAR WALIYE: SAINT-LIKE MAHANT
SUNDER SINGH Ji

It was in 1910 that | had an irresgtible cal from my beloved Gurmukhs
Si Babu Md Singh J and Bha Paa Sngh J. Accompanied by
Akhand Pathhis and Akhand Kirtani Jatha, | landed at Ambaa Cantt.
We had a prolonged sesson of Akhand Pathhs and Akhand Kirtans. In
the Army Rasda No0.18 Bha Sunder Sngh J was employed as
Granthi. He was in his early youth with smal, uniform growth of beard
on his round, hedthy face. Attracted spiritudly by the Jatha programs,
he was dways seen dong with another youthful Vir Arjan Singh (who
became wel known later as Bhuri wde Sant) following the Nam
imbued Jatha in a love-lorn date. He was highly srung with spiritud
yearnings and his deep had evaded him day and night. Such was the
piercing of arrows of spiritud love. He had only one strong desire that
he should get baptised by the Gurmukh Jatha a the earliest, 0 as to get
smilarly imbued with Nam.

Wedl versed in Gurmat tradition, S Bha Piaa Sngh J (who has
presently left for heavenly Abode) gpproached me with the request to
include Granthi Sunder Sngh J among the Pathhis. He explained that
Bha Sunder Singh J's recitation was fluent and faultless  In turn |
lovingly explained that this Vir is as yet a candidate for Baptization,
dill in search of Nam-Nectar. How could he become a Pethi when he
is dill unBaptized? This would be againg the tradition of the Jatha |
redized that Bhai Piara Singh J was very keen to ligen Pethh from the
Granthi and therefore assured that his desire would soon be fulfilled
once Bha Sunder Singh is a Baptised Singh. His love yearnings are
dill ascending 0 let these rise up fully. Hearing this Si Bha Fara
Sngh J had nothing more to say. Sitting near by, Bha Sunder Singh
was ligening to the above conversation. With folded hands he humbly
submitted, “Truly | am not yet competent to become a Pathhi of this
Jatha. | am 4ill a beggar at their door. | have lisened to many Akhand
Pahs and paticipated in many. | could recite with great fluency.
However the bliss | am enjoying in ligening to the Akhand Pathhs of
this Jatha, |1 have not experienced before. Every Pathhi recites Gurbani
as if shooting arrows that pierce hearts. This has changed the course of
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my dry life. It gopears as if | am soon going to be reborn with the
essence of Gurmat Nectarian life”

Bha Sunder Singh Granthi had the insght to evauae the pure Gurmat
principles of the Jatha and firmly decided to join it. After a few
Akhand Pathhs, it was his turn to get Baptised. Baptizing ceremony
was pat of every Akhand Pathh and the Jatha was frequent vidtor to
Ambaa Cantt. Once the decison was made known for Granthi Bhai
Sunder Singh to get Baptised, he adopted the discipline of Sarbloh, use
of pure iron utensls in advance. He was sdected among the candidates
for Baptism. Hisjoy knew no bounds. He had prepared his inner sdf to
be imbued with Nam-dye. The arow of Divine-Love immediatey hit
the bull of the target. No sooner the five beloved ones sprinkled drops
of Nectar into the mouth of thirdy ran bird and the initiation of
Gurmantar was heard, such was the piercing of this Divine Arrow that
the highest spiritudity was ataned. Such was the shinning glory of
the face of dear brother Sunder Singh J, that it was difficult to behold.
The handsome face, imbued with the magca Nectarine Nam became
highly splendrous. He had congderable proficiency in Kirtan earlier
and when he got tuned to NamBani after Baptiam, it atained new
miraculous heights The arow of Shabad Kirtan originating from his
heart pierced through many other smilar jewds. He logt dl pride as
digtinguished Army Granthi and its rank. He was happy to be humblest
of the humble seeking dust of the holy congregation. He became the
dedicated servant of the house of Guru. His dedication to service was
such that he lost ego of being Baba J as Army Granthi. He was ever
intoxicated with Nam-Nectar, unaffected by his surroundings. He was
engrossed in the enjoyment of cededtid bliss He forgot al about esting
and drinking needs and neglected dressng up as a well-groomed Baba
J. He wore only the dress of a Gurmukh, that of Kachhera, a grey
shirt, Kirpan with Gatra (belt across the body) and the double turban
(lower one of Saffron colour and the top one black woolen). He
abandoned the formd dress of Granthi Baba of tight pgama, etc., yet
he appeared resplendent and magestic. Today his recitation of Akhand
Peth, regading and blissful to the liseners, is beyond dl prase The
recitation is like raining of fragrant Nam-Nectar. He is the mogt fluent
Pathhi today and yet most clear and flawless to the ligeners. His
recitation was uplifting and swaying the minds. He recited for hours
together without any fatigue with ever-risng pitch. Alongsde more
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and more glory shone on his face. His divine glow associated with
Nam-Bani was unbearable for the beholders. The inner recitation of
Nam went on with full force in unison with recitation of Akhand Pathh.
That is how the moon-like face shone with freshness and dso kept the
ligteners fresh and attentive.

This was a gresat, pricdess jewel, added to the Jatha. Wondrous was his
glory. In the Army Rasda No0.18 he was thus a high-spirited Akhand
Kirtaniya, Akhand Pathhi and one of the Baptizing Jatha of Immaculate
Nam. Such was the divine blessng! The prevdent piritud
environment & Ambaa Cantt. was so enriched that even the cdegtid
angels would have been yearning for this. The Skh Platoons, Rasdas,
Regiments and Artillery happened to come together in this cantonment.
This mugt have aroused the envy of even the stars of destiny, because
this heavenly bliss was dhort lived.  With change of historicd
circumgtances, the army formations had to move away to new places of
duty. With this, our vidts to Ambaa Cantt. dso became raer. The
transfers of our Army friends ended the gatherings of love-lorn spiritud
seekers. We accepted the coming events as the Divine-Will.

After my rdesse from life-imprisonment the news | could get was tha
Khanjar wdia Vir Sunder Singh was no more a Granthi in Army. He
was now a Mahant of a Nirmala sect a village Lohgarh near Raikot.
This was a hereditary podtion that Mahant Sunder Singh filled with
digtinction, preaching the essence of Gurmat. From Lohgarh he moved
his base to the village Lohat Vadi. It became a centre for holy
congregations with people joining from far and near. The environment
of gspiritudity and rich feast of Nectarian bliss darted dtracting true
lovers of Divine. The annuad specid gatherings included the Baptizing
ceremonies. Many were the beneficiary souls.

With my return to village Narangwd, there was continuous flow of
countless holy ones, joining in holy congregaions. That is the time
that Vir Bha Sunder Singh headed an impressve Kirtani Jatha from
Lohat Vadi. He had the same persondity of peaceful splendour, which
| had known with a glowing face and black beard, like a cloud around
the moon. However his body was not athletic but he had developed a
paunch. We met as old friends after long separation, holding each
other in ight embrace and separated yet again. | ill remember parting
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words of Si Bdoved Vir Bha Sunder Singh J. He sad, “This is
blisfuness of fleging times The next meding shdl awat the
destiny.” He returned to Loht Vadi. His continuous dgtting in
meditation had caused fad piles dissese. He died, leaving his mortd
framefor his heavenly abode!

nifent AE® Ig & B I

TS Tes niuTt HIF U, U3 [QuUR]

Blessed is such alife.
Gauri Bavan Akhri M:5, P.13[252]
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CHAPTER 3
THE GOLDEN BHAI SARWAN SINGH

Though Bha Sawan Singh was of dark complexion, yet his Nam
imbued glowing face would radiste golden hue aways. That is how |
came to name him “The Golden Bha Sawan Singh”. He is other than
Bha Sawan Singh of village Phdewd, whose origind wheregbouts
are unknown. It is as if he appeared suddenly from nowhere to join
Jatha just before my imprisonment. Soon after he got Baptised and
dtaned the sublime spiritudity ingantly.  He knew nothing of the
Gurmukhi  script nor could recite a sngle Gurbani Shabad from
memory. He wastotdly illiterate and yet, likeit issaid in Gurbani:

" yiEt difee fore 1| ufsnr nizufanr ygH aifs ure 1 q il

8t How U [a¢D]

The mortal who contemplates of the Lord,

attains spirituality sublime whether literate of illiterate.
Gauri M:5[197]

He had access to great depths of Gurmat awareness. He was verily the
personification of servicew He was in his early youth without any sgns
of beard. He remained engrossed in service day and night. He was
gifted in NamSmran, reciting Nam with every breath endledy.
During Akhand Pathh and Akhand Kirtan Samagams he offered for dl
kinds of service, sdfless sarvicee He would prepare langar for the
entire congregation, no maiter how large the numbers. He served Al
with his own hands in every way, induding deaning of utendls (that he
would not share with anyone). He would keep the iron utensils of Sarb
Loh in shining sate of cleanliness He would carry the sack of utensis
on his head to every Samagam. He would ding over the shoulders the
musicd indruments of harmonium and tabla and yet cary more on his
shoulders.  In short, he tried to cary dmost everything as fa as
possble. In accordance with his humble request langar was kept
adjacent to the Akhand Pahth recitation. He was very keen on both
ligening to Akhand Pathhs and serving in the langar.
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This kept on for years and his high spiritud sate and access to the
sublime, remained secret except for the few close associates.  His
sdfless continuous service with extreme humility bore the fruit on its
own of deeply deeped love of Divine-Nam, surpassing even the
accomplished ascetic spiritudists. He darted envisoning the invisble
and futurigic events. At dl times whether gtting, standing or walking,
he was engrossed in the practice of NamSmran. He never would
showoff nor would anyone praise him and nor did he seek it. He would
make provisons for bathing of al Singhs & 200A.M and then take
bath himsdf. Stting doof in a cover and unknown to others, he would
ligen to Nitnem recitation dong with Nam-Smran prectice.  This was
his routine. | never saw him deeping, nor in any undesirable company.
He was dways in the midst of holy Sangat. His only occupation was
Nam and Seva During Akhand Pathh Samagams he remaned in
langar through out the Sewa. His body thus remaned engaged in
savice in Langar and conscioudy he would listen to Akhand Pathh.
After the sarvice, he would st among the ligeners of Akhand Pethh in
a most inconspicuous way. He generdly appeared to be a carefree and
impulsve Skh. Jewdlers done know the worth of jewels and precious
sones. Everybody is not given to such awareness. His sdfless sarvice
endbled him to soar in soirit and finadly brought him the occult powers.
However he never prided in his occult powers nor anyone knew about
this. Even | remained unaware of these secrets.

Accidently this secret was reveded one day. The Jatha made
preparations to proceed to a village via Nabha to join Akhand Peathh
Samagam at the house of a Gurmukh. It was the summer period of
May-June. The Golden Vir, Bha Sarwan Singh was dso among the
Jatha. While I was my tying turban, he sat on a cot and started dozing.
He used to deep briefly even while waking. In a brief period of 5 to
10 minutes, he got up with a dat utteing ‘WAHEGURU,
WAHEGURU'. Noticing anxiety and worry on his face, |1 asked him
whether he had seen any queer events in his dream. He innocently
replied, “What to say Sir! | sw that Akhand Pethh is being recited a a
place and | am sarving in the langar. Meantime a Pathhi is heading for
the langar. | reckoned it to be you. On the way a dog bit his leg. Such
was the wound the blood streamed with great flow. | hit the dog with a
piece of wood to stop his bite. Seeing this horror | woke up. | fdt as if
this was a red hgppening.” Soon after we Started on our way. The
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entire Jatha went waking. The village was a about 10 miles from
Nabha. Soon after reaching the village, we started preparing for the
Akhand Pathh. There was Akhand Kirtan during the early ambrosia
hours and the Pathh commenced after that. | darted reciting Pathh.
When | was relieved by another Pethhi, | was asked to partake
something from the langar. | was 4ill under the intoxicating influence
of Gurbani. With haf-closed eyes enjoying contemplatiion of Nam, |
was waking wearing wooden sandds.  Just close to the langar was a
pillar and behind that was a dog dtting. | was unaware of the dog and
accidently stepped on his forepaw. The dog caught my ankle in his
jaws. So severe was the hite that blood came out in streams. Bhai
Sawan Singh was preparing the langar and stting near hearth. He got
up and hit the dog with a piece of wood to free me from (the dog) him.
Strangdy | never fdt any pain and despite the blood flowing, | was
shouting happily, "Singh's dream has come true. How Wonderful!
What a fulfillment of the forecast event!!” | was remembering Bha
Sarwan Singh's narration of the queer event and so | burst out with his
secret.  However Bhai Sarwan Singh had forgotten al about it. | was
asked by Singhs of the Jatha about the dream and what was the
adonishing fulfillment. | replied that there was nothing to describe
here. It warranted privacy. The Singhs took me for bandage of the
wound and now that we were away from the scene, they indsted on the
information.  In the absence of Bha Sarwan Singh | explained about
his envisoning the event in detall just as it occurred in redity. | dso
dressed not to discuss this with the Golden Vir, so that he enjoys his
innocence in obscurity and away from public glare. It caught wind and
everybody in the Jatha came to know of it. Suddenly there was a new
respect for him in al hearts, yet none mentioned about his occult power
and envisoning the event in advance. This is the uniqueness of the
House of Guru that people enjoying sublime dae of spiritudity,
envisoning the invisble, are adle to control the uncontrollable power.
This @mes naturdly to the Gurskhs, who make no show of it nor bloat
with ego. Seeing the carefree and enthudadic Vir Sarwan Singh,
dedicated to Nam and sarvice, none could imagine his high spiritudity.
The ease of equipoise is seen only among the free ad humble
Gurmukh Sikhs of the Guru. It is enough to demondrate this event
petaning to this Vir, who can fahom the hidden secrets of the
inconspicuous spiritua beings.
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After sometime | was whisked away to the jal, leaving behind such
beloveds of the Guru. | never knew where they scattered to and where
the Golden Bha Sawan Singh went! | have a feding that he mugt
have left for Abode-Divine or dse he would certainly have come to see

me. | know nothing from where he had come. | am left with his
narrated memory. So herel end it!
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CHAPTER 4
VIR NIRBHAI SINGH JI LALTON

| am under going life imprisonment and most likdy it is the year 1920.
Bha Nirbha Singh J was heading towards Cdcutta to atend a
Congress Conference.  This was the specia conference that passed
‘Non-Cooperation’ resolution.  Before commencing his journey Vir
Nirbha Singh had decided to meet political prisoners in Hazaribag jall
and then proceed to Cdcutta. The jail is served by © Hazaribag Road
ralway dation, located on the railway line to Cdcutta. It is surrounded
by 40 miles of deep forest. This place is a hedth resort in Bihar
province that remains cool dl round the year.

Vir Bha Nirbha Singh J has reached Hazaribag City and dtarts off for
Hazaribag jal ealy in the morning during ambrosa hours He is
waking leisurdy. It is dl quiet, with dew in the ar and light drizzle.
Love-lorn, separated long ago, he is full of anticipated joy of the
medting. In this date of love yearning he is quely recting Gurbani in
his heart while waking towards the jail, with bowed head in a date of
sdf-absorption.  Suddenly he hears a distant heart-rending recitation of
Soks of Mahda 9 from Si Guru Granth Sahib. He looks around with
great surprise, trying to locate the source of recitation that has touched
him. He is wondering that in this forlorn place, where there is no Skh
population who could be this lover of Gurbani who is reciting with
pinning heart the mogt touching Gurbani Soks of the Ninth Nanak,
Guru Teg Bahadur J. He discerns that sound is from the direction of
jal. He is perplexed dl the more because in the surroundings of Jal
there could only be Bihari population and yet the recitation is most
touching and absorbing.  With folded hands he just stands motionless to
have alook of the on-coming holy face.

It is a Bihai Sepoy from the jal in his uniform, dnging in swest
lingering melodious voice, engrossed in the love of Gurbani of the
Soks Mahda-9. Teas ae fredy flowing from his eyes  When he
nears the daiue like Vir Nirbha Singh in his own intense love, both
Sepoy and the Vir are oblivious to thelir state or consciousness. When
the magicd sound just gpproaches, Vir Nirbha Singh gets dartled.
Seeing the Sepoy, he fdls like a log a his feet. No amount of coaxing
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from the Sepoy can make the Vir rise up. While the tears from the eyes
of Sepoy are fdling a the neck of the prodrating Vir, his own tears
wetted the feet of the Sepoy. The Sepoy is very glad to behold the face
of aSkh and dl hisbeing is bathed in spiritud love.

The Bihari Sepoy was not yet a complete Sikh in appearance; he had a
growth of beard on his face. He had fairly long hair on his head that
were not yet long enough to tie a knot. It gppeared that these were
growing in naurd dow fashion. Ever dnce the awareness of Khadsa
discipline of keeping unshorn hair, he had stopped cutting these. At
lagt he lifted the head of the Skh from his feet. When the two were
face to face, they asked each other Imultaneoudy, “What is your
name, What place are you coming from and where are you heading?’
The Sepoy replied fird, that he was an employee a the jal. This was
followed by another question from Bha Nirbha Singh, “* Who taught
you the Gurbani and where did you learn this?” He replied that one of

the politicd prisones in the jal is a Sant with unshorn har.
Interrupting him Bha Nirbhat Singh again enquired, “Is Bha Randhir
Singh J dso one of these political prisoners?”  Hearing the name, the
Sepoy fdl fla a the feet of Bha Nirbha Singh. He cried out with
flowing tears that it was the Sadhu of this same name who has blessed
him with the boon of these Soks and given knowledge about Gurbani.

Bha Nirbhai Singh lifted the head d this love-lorn Sepoy and informed
that he was heading for the jall to meet his santly benefactor. The
Sepoy humbly asked for any service for him. He dated tha his dl
body, mind and wedth are dedicated to the holy one and again offered
to make any sacrifice.

At the end of the didogue of mutud respect and love, Bha Nirbha
Singh gpproached the jail gate for meeting me. | was cdled by the
Jalor for the interview. Just on seeing me the Vir broke down with
uncontrolled sobs. He could not compose himsdf inspite of my efforts
and those of the jailor. He just could not spesk. The jailor asked him
for the cause of so much crying. In the midst of his sobbings, Nirbha
Sngh J sad, “We are the wreiches, who missed a lot. Blessed are
these Bihari Sepoys to get redeemed through the holy company. What
more can | say?’ Saying this he kept walling. Addressng me he sad
only this, “I am the same Nirbha Singh whose forehead you lovingly
touched with the iron Rosary of counting beads during Baptizing
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ceremony, opening thereby the Tenth Gate of ‘Dasam Dwar’. It was
only then that | briefly envisoned the Divine Glory. | could not follow
that with the ceasdess devotion nor had another smilar spiritud
experience.  While you are in the jail, we are engrossed in the politicd
rat race’. He agan resumed walling loudly. The interview time was
over and we got separated. While | was asked to go in and he was sent
out. Longingly he would turn back to have another glance. | dso stood
datue like to watch him going without being digurbed. Findly the
Sepoys took him away from my vison. In parting words, he shouted,
that he would agan see me on return from Cdcutta However tha
never happened. Nor was there another meeting, not even till date dter
return from long imprisonment. Beloved Vir, Nirbha Singh J had,
departed for Abode-Divine long back. Thus ends this narration. The
pen can write no more!
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CHAPTER 5
ANOTHER YOUTH FROM VILLAGE LALTON
BUDDING VIR JASWANT SINGH JI

This episode relates to the period of few years ealier to my life
imprisonment. The Akhand Kirnani Jatha used to join the Skh Youth
Asociation in Ludhiana at their Gurdwara for the weekly and Gurpurb
Samagams. The Gurpurb of Guru Nanak Sahib and Guru ‘Dasmesh
Sahily The tenth Nanak; used to be particularly well atended. Under
the able organization of the association secretary Bha La Singh J
(now Sardar Bahadur Lad Singh J) and Giani Nahar Singh J, the Skh
sudents of other schools of the city were dso invited. On the occasion
of ‘Katak Pooranmashi Gurpurad’, a group of Skh sudents from
Misson High School Ludhiana dso came to join the Gurpurab
cdebration. Ligening to the dimulating Kirtan by the Jaha many of
the young, uninitiated souls got ingpired.

One of the students from the misson school was the young Vir Jeswant
Singh J. Though he was very young and belonged to a poor family, yet
he was gifted with excdlent qudlities of head and heart. As a student of
a Chridgian school, he had his hair cut and was totdly ignorant of the
Skh Fath and the tenets. As a participant a the Gurpurb celebrations,
he experienced spiritud joy with a new awakening of his spirit. He
was 0 moved that he left the Misson School to join the Khasa High
School.  His high academic danding had earned him a very good
scholarship in the Misson school. He decided to forego the
scholarship to be able to enjoy the new gspiritud environment. He
joined the Khasa High School Boarding House. | am not sure of the
extent of financid hedp extended to him by the Khdsa School
management. However his scholarship was restored and he was given
some benefits like exemption from school fee etc. The Skh dudents
contributed towards the cost of his books expenditure.  This Vir
Jaswant Singh was not greedy nor had he changed to the new school
with such a motive.  This was his spiritud yearning that had wrought
the change. Heresolved to grow hair to establish his Skh identity.

Soon he had tress-knot on his head. So, on the next Gurpurb of
‘Dasmesh Guru J he got Baptised and became a full-fledged
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‘SINGH’.  His spiritud progress astounded many well-experienced
Skh missonaies. He had profound indgght of ‘Gurmat’, the divine
wisdom of the Guru. He had innocent looks, very high ‘Gurmat’
thoughts and a spiritud glow on his face. Soon after Baptism his inner
being blossomed forth with Divine Light and his face reflected the
glory. His ‘Kirtan' singing was extremey emotiond and heart piercing
a such young age. What digtinguished him mogt was tha inspite of his
being engrosed in soiritud  development, he retained his high
academic performance. He was soon a young graduate with the B.A
qudification.

By this time many of the Jaha, got imprisoned. During the Rakab
Ganj Gurdwara agitation dl the dudents, paticulally this newly
Baptised, cute, young, little Singh, were advised againgt participating in
the agitation. He was highly inggtent to join the brothers from Jetha in
Jal. It took quite a bit of trickery on our part to deny him this Though
he was refraned from joining agitation, yet he could not reconcile with
parting from the jailed Singhs and became very sck. Every effort was
made to make him accept Divine-Will, yet nothing worked and his love
yearnings and his love-lorn state proved fatal. He passed away before
my return from jal. Having found peace in Abode-Divine, he never
returned to soothe those of us left behind. What more to write? At
such a young age, it was amazing to see such deep study of Gurmat
tenets and devotion. He would be in trance for hours during
contemplation of Nam. His concentration was phenomend. This was
without a pardld, conddering his age. This was the brief life story of
young little Vir Jaswant sngh J that was short-lived but bright!
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CHAPTER 6
BHAI SOHAN SINGH JI JANGPUR WALE

Turbulent times came and passed away <Speedily. Sixteen years of

imprisonment for me were like sixteen nights  That was how | fdt the

passage of time in jails However the loved ones, suffering pangs of

separation, fdt every year like passing of an eternd age. On my release

in 1930 the love-lorn folks came to meet me in flood-like streams. My

close rdatives knew no bounds of joy. The welcome a Narangwal

village was 0 intensdy emationd that the surcharged tunes of Gurbani

anging reverberated the sky. My beloved wife, Srimati Kartar Kaur
sang fedingly,

ufg MUs3 U=t 3ar A His 918 wdaT I |

I91 Bt HI® q W 3 [2€8]

| await yearningly at my door, for great is my joy of anticipation.

Suhi M:1, Ghar 3[764]

She was besde hersdf with hgppiness. However even this was
aurpassed in mirthful singing by the Jatha from Jangpur, depicting
meeting after long separation of soiritud love in 'Gurbani.  Vir Bha
Sohan Singh J picked up the most apt 'Shabad' that pierced the hearts,

particularly gpplied to my life:

3H Wfg mieg KT HIS |II
3IHT et Ifg »ify faed niuer gt fasis 1| 9T |

U&AIT HI® U [€01]
Come home thou O' friend of mine!
God Himself has eliminated thy foes
and over isthe period of tribulation.Pause.
Dhanasari M:5[678]

What a scene it wasl S Bhai Sohan Singh Ji's eyes were flooded with
tears of joy and his face was resplendent with spiritud glory. It was
difficult to behold him. In his dae of intoxicated love, he led in
repested singing of each line of 'Shabad' followed by the entire Jatha
The entire assembly was moved to tears. The opening line was.
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fafs 31 37 f3afa g% Ay Aor AST wfg w1
The Lord, who sent you away has called you back!
Come home in comfort and peace.

Thisfilled dl the hearts with unbridled joy. The next line:

nae Ha® 36 IS AJH Ufs fegss ag aHg 1 a |
Sing happily of eulogy Divine in peace and enjoy eternal rule.l.

This was like blessng me and in fact has come true till date. Truly
perpetua has been the joy of Akhand Kirtan Samagams ever since.
This ceasdess bliss of holy company has erased the memory of past
aufferings. The ecdasy of spiritud bliss of Nam-meditation has been
no less than eteand rule with Divine-Grace. Then Si Bha Sohan
Singh J sang the next line of joyous blessing:

Ydie &6 YF d96d9 &HG IHG B I

Ending thy strife, The Creator Lord has graced you with Divine-
Glory.

Asif to mark the on sat of the continuous bliss were the words:

wfg Haw TAfa fa3 =8 »iud yAfH faea 12 11

With Divine-Grace, perpetual isthe singing of Divine-Eulogy at
home.2.

There was repeated singing of these lines by the entire congregation
and every one lost consciousness of time.  Such was the spiritud sway!
God knows how long this continued.

The following couplet was sung by Vir Sohan Sngh J sanding face to
face with me:
nAfET JIg $%J H3 Y I9 d F8fe g |
Stay steadfast, waver not, enjoying the support of Guru'sword.

# 7 &9 Ad% g HE® HY BA% 989 1| 3 |
While Universal acclaimis herein thisworld,
honour shall you find in Court-Divine.
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It felt like shower of blessngs, coming from the entire congregation to
enthuse me for the future. The ending lines crested a heavenly

environment:
frs & i 38 T @3 »md 3fenr FaTet |
The Lord of all beings and Savior True has redeemed you.

NOIY ST SIIHIT 361 AY 3t 18 118 11 ¢ |l

O' Nanak! Wondrousisthe act of Lord Supreme and Eternal isHis
Greatness.4.4.28.

The Shabad was sung for about an hour and a haf with lilting tune of
high pitch. This memory shdl ever abide in my entire being as most
unforgettable. While Si Bha Sohan Singh J has depated for
heavenly abode, | have ever cherished his gift of this memory. He was
degtined for a short life.  All his days were spent in holy congregation
after acquiring spiritua bliss. So imbued was he with Divine-Love!

There were many vigts from Jangpur Sangat to paticipate in holy
congregations.  Every such vist led to ever new exdted experiences
that verily led to gpiritua bloom and enrichment.  According to the
Gurbani quote, "Degtiny dways leads one by the nose to wherever he
be dedtined”. Si Bha Sohan Singh J joined as Granthi in the Army.
He never returned there after. His devoted wife, Simati Bibi Gian
Kaur, was dways by his dde, discharging her duty of service with
unpardlded love. | had visted Jangpur dong with al the members of
Jatha a his invitation before he joined the Army. Vir Sohan Singh J
was greaily loved and respected by the local Sangat. Many were such
loving souls of grest dedication, difficult to name, every one so out-
shining as Gurbani Kirtaniyas. They are ill around and helpful to the
love-lorn widow of Vir Sohan Singh J. Ever lasting is the effect of
loving memories of this Vir, lae Bha Sohen Sngh J. In my dedings
with him, | found him to be an evolved soul with high standards of
Gurmet.

He departed in his early youth and | received the sudden news. The

loca Sangat organised Pathh of S Guru Granth Sahib J and Akhand
Kirtan Samagam. This was attended by the sdect members of Akhand
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Kirtani Jatha at Jangpur to pay our respect and pray for the departed
soul and sympathize with hiswidow, Srimati Bibi Gian Kaur.
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CHAPTER 7
Bhai Lal Singh 'Sarblohi' (Dhandra)

Si Bha Ld Singh J was a prominent Kirtaniya (Snger) in Akhand
Kirtani Jatha. He would sng in a dhrill tune that moved the hearts of
ligeners. Though ghrill, yet his voice was didinctly audible. His mood
of ganging had depth of devotiond fedings that generated a dmilar
response from the audience. He would go on and on, as if nether he
nor the spellbound ligeners were ever satiated with music divine. He
was one of the rare ones, who could sng dl through the night. He
appeared a personification of devotion, staying fresh and dert dl dong.
He was very proficient in playing a peacock-like muscd ingrument,
Taus. He was popularly known as '‘Bhai Lad Singh with The Peacock'.
With the harmonium he would play new tunes of his own, as though
the indrument was an integrd pat of him. Losng himsdf totaly in
Kirtan, he would bend and swing over the harmonium in frill ecdtasy.
The pitch of his naurdly dhrill voice would keep risng. He had frill
grasp of the Gurbani beng sung and thus his fedings of devotiond
love kept mounting. He aways sdected devotiond shabads of yearning
Godly-love. His accentuated fedlings of deep devotion would creste an
environment of pinning for love-divine that made his own teary eyes
flow fredy.

He came from village Dhandra in the didrict of Ludhiana His
ancestors were followers of grict Sikh-discipline of the faithful. He too
abided by the discipline of 'dl ded' (sarbloh) dong with his wife as
soon as he was initiated with Baptism. The Jatha had gone to his village
for the baptisng ceremony and thus he became an inseparable part of
the Jatha He broke away from his earlier associations and remained
doof from cugomary rituds He was initigted with a band of highly
devout, sdf-sacrificing individuas, who frilly accepted the Skh code
undermining the ensuing hardships. The whole village turned up on the
occason, yet none dared to join him in getting co-baptised nor did
anybody match him in his seeking in spiritud hunger. Kirtan snging
groups from adjoining villages dso came to atend. The Jatha had
dready earned a name for a generous feasting and there was a specid
sene of abundance this time. There was unlimited supply of food,
particdarly Karah Prasad (sweet pudding of wheat flour, sugar and
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ghee in equd measure). All were equdly served to ther entire
satisfaction in spite of the heavy gathering from surrounding villages.

One ddely person from the village Phdewd, Bha Nand Singh was
seated separately. This was done because this brave Singh had great
gppetite and would have to leave un-satiated if seated with others in a
common row. While taking his specia seet, he said, “You have guessed
me rightly. However, today | am in a mood of taking only Karah
Prasad. | wish to see whether you can meet my requirements.” He was
being served liberdly. While he kept swdlowing, the serving Singh too
kept supplying into the sed bowl in front of Bha Nand Singh. This
went on to the ddight of Bha Nand Singh, swalowing happily with
dreamy eyes. God knows how much he ae The sarving Singh
edimated that it could be aound five kilograms. The serving was
sopped when he gave the indication with folded hands. | remember
that this marvellous person showered a lot of blessngs to reflect his
happiness. Facing me he sad amilingly, "Bha Randhir Singh, | am
fully sttiated with Karah Prasad today. None could meet my hill
requirement till date. It is only this blessed Jatha that could do it. May
Satguru ever bring victory to ‘Deg and ‘Teg’; unlimited food in
common kitchen and the sword of universd wefare Then he stood
up, moving his left hand over his full bdly and pointing his arow with
the right towards the assembled gathering he shouted repesatedly, “All
and sundry shdl join in (fath and Baptiam) dfter facing disgrace
without.” This was atime when the Baptism was not so common yet.

The Jatha left soon efter, teking leave of the newly baptised Bha LA
Sngh J and his wife The couple remained deadfast in ther strong
Skh fath al through their lives Bha Ld Singh J was of thin build
and light body, yet he was full of bravery. Whenever occasion arose to
champion a good cause, he was dways in the forefront like a lion to
meet any chdlenge. The following illugtration should suffice.

In accordance with Divine-Will, | was in jal custody a Ludhiana aong
with members of the Jaha Bha Ld Singh was engaged in some
misson of his own and was unaware of this event of our arest. As
soon as he got the news, he became restless and ether wanted to join us
in the jall or carry out a raid on the jail like Skhs of olden times to free
his brethren. The police of the British Rg kept strong guard around us
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even in jal. They were gathering some basis and proofs to initiate the
court case againgt us. They had to keep requesting extenson of our
cusody in jall from the court to prolong it. Thus the period was
extended to many months in jal for the Skhs. It was obligatory for the
court to inform the accused about remand of their custody. In our case
the British courts illegdly ignored this and judice was thrown to the
winds. The court orders for remand were read out to us in jal and date
of next hearing informed. Once it so happened that either due to clerica
error or ignorance of new judicid officer we were cdled to the Courts
for our hearing. Our group of twenty Singhs with handcuffs came out
of the jall under police guard and started marching toward the courts.
There were two policemen armed and swords for every accused,
marching adong in dose formation. Just as lion coming out of his den
into the open ar gets excited, smilaly our brave Singhs put into the
jal dungeons for months, on feding fresh open ar thought of ther
escape. They resolved by making signs that after subduing the guarding
policemen they would make good their escape. However the farsighted
Giani Nahar Singh among us controlled the Stuation and advised
agang this. It is a long disgance from the jal to the courts. Escorting
the Singhs lions-in-spirit, the well armed and more than double sized
policemen were shivering in fear. In fact they were merdy carying
wegpons, unsure of ther ability to use them. They would have
surrendered these to the Singhs with a single lion-like roar from them
or the Singhs would have snatched from their hands. Fear was clearly
evident from their pae faces They would panic a the dightest sound
or gesture. About 100 yards from the courts, there was thick growth of
trees that was lying uninhabited. We had to cross through this on our
way to the courts. We had barely gone hafway through the trees when
we noticed Bha La Singh carying an axe on his shoulder heading
toward our paty with the intent to chalenge the escorting guards. He
had been trying to find clues aout us due to his pangs of brotherly
love. On this day he suddenly found us as prisoners and was overcome
by his martid spirit. Unmindful of the policemen he came close to us
and darted to wak with us. He started making sgns for permisson to
attack the policemen and lead us to freedom. One wesk-hearted among
us commented that what could he do done? The brave Singh roared
back that, “A Singh is never done, but equivaent to one and quarter
lakh (sava lakh). Hearing this, the policemen were greatly frightened.
They requested Bhai La Singh, “Kindly dlow us to complete our duty.
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Once we finish, there will be a new escort party of policemen to escort
the prisoners back to the jall. Meanwhile you may gather more help for
you.” Bha La Singh would not ligen to their pleas and was ready to
atack. Some of our farsghted companions pleaded with him for
resraint with folded hands. Meanwhile, we gpproached the court
compound. The court was aso in panic. Seeing our ariva, they were
anxious to send us back to the jail, saying that remand orders were to be
read out in jal. This time we were escorted back through a safer route
though longer in distance.

Poor Ld Singh J could not fulfil his heat's dedre. Nether did we
return via the forest trees nor could Bha Lad Singh rescue us, much
agang his wish. There was absolutely no doubt that if we had returned
via same route or had we accepted his offer in the firs place he would
have jumped into action and got us our freedom. This was a time when
people feared to show signs of acquaintance with the accused. We were
avoided generdly and none dared to exchange greetings of Fateh with
us It was during my jal period that Bha La Singh J left this world
and his mortd frame for aoiding in * Gur-Puri’.
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CHAPTER 8
JATHEDAR BHAI RAM SINGH JI (GUJERWAL)

Jathedar Ram Singh J was the moving spirit behind the Jatha From
the very conception of Jatha, village Gujerawd, at a distance of three
kilometers from Norangwal, was the center of Gurmat Samagams at the
resdence of Bha Ram Singh. He was the spokesman of Jatha idedls.

Though he was an illiterate person, but he was a dedicated being and
aways ready for any sacrifice. He would bresk the shackles of caste
and get individuas of dl castes Baptised without any reserve.  He
would encourage Skh marriages, Anand Karg, without congderation
of case. This was an outdanding service in the cause of fath. In fact
he sat an early example in the case of his own marriage aut of caste and
then kept helping others.

This was a period when a very few in Skh Panth followed high ideds
of the Fath like socid equdity. Mogt of the preaching remaned
unpracticed, even though Gujerwa had a branch of Singh Sabha from
the very an sat of the movement. The old tradition of caste syssem was
dill very drong. The generd people ridiculed members of the Singh
Sabha and opposed them. It was to set a persona example of bresking
caste-barrier, that Jathedar J got married out of caste following Skh
rites of Anand Karg. The mgority, following the Hindu tradition, was
opposed to this marriage and was holding out threat of socid boycott of
the Jathedar. Bha Ram Singh came aone to Narangwa and narrated
the eventsto me. Thiswas our first meeting.

Finding Jathedar’'s stand based on high principles of Skh Fath in
accordance with Guru's teachings, | gathered Kirtani jatha and
accompanied him to Gujerwa. There the ontgoing Sehj Pathh was
nearing completion a his resdence.  Kitan of AsaDi-Var was
performed in high spirits  Bha Ram Singh J and his would-be wife
were duly Baptised and Anand Karg ceremony performed to solemnize
the mariage. After the mariage Bha Ram Sngh himsdf declared
publicly boycott of Hindu-minded village society. He thus broke away
from his old brotherhood completdly. He kept reaionships and
dedings only with Guruskhs and thus set fird example of its kind. All
prominent members of Gujerwa Singh Sabha became close associates
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of Bha Ram Singh. It was this bold stand that earned him the title of
Jathedar and he gained socid prominence. Bha Ram Singh had no fear
of any opponent and was aways forthright and outspoken. He had an
aura of authority about him that commanded respect and fear. Many of
those talking big to oppose him, paed away in his presence. He had a
grong hedthy body dl aong. After the above Smagam, his face had a
gpoecid glow and it was dmost unbearable to face him. Leaving his old
neighborhood, he constructed a rew house in an independent open area
There were s0 many Smagams held a that new place, that Bha Ram
Singh earned the good-will of a large number of people from
surrounding villages.  However he mantained his dedings only with
like-minded, Baptised Gurusikhs. In those days rare people offered to
be Baptised. Those who did so, made great gradud progress under
leadership of the Jathedar.

Guierwd is a farly big village. None of villagers of different beliefs
ever dared to create trouble. Nobody could think of betrayd in the garb
of Skh. The non-bdievers weretotaly irrdevant.

Bha Ram Singh was ever ready to make supreme sacrifice in the
pursuit of worthy causes in the name of Guru and in light of Guru's
wisdom, Gurmat. His house became hub of Akhand Kirtan Smagams
and activities Veay few Singhs in the village shared his Guruma
thoughts. Lying between Phdewa and Narangwa his new house in
Gujerwd became the centrd place for essence of Gurmat. Ah! | 4ill
cherish the memory of those times, when many departed past souls
renovned in Gurmant, dso revisted to join the highly surcharged
Soiritud  environment during Smagams a this houses.  Bha Ram Singh
was a Hf-cultivator of his land. This produced sufficient income for
his sugenance. During the congregational Samagams there was plenty
of Divine hdp in tems of wedth. There were many Baptisng
ceremonies held here that defy full description of the spiritud events.

The lag Akhand Pathh Samagam was hdd in the absence of Jathedar
Ram Singh and tha was unique. Bha Ram Singh was a resavig
soldier from one army platoon. During the war dl reservids were
recdled to sarve in the batlefront. This religious Samagam a his
house was reported by unethicd C.I.D daff as a political gathering.
Bha Ram Singh beng on fidd savice in amy remaned untouched
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and unchdlenged.  However many of those, who atended this
Samagam were arested and sent to jall. While the cases againg the
arrested persons were going on in the courts, Bha Ram Singh returned
from his fiedd service. The sarvice he rendered to the jalled person with
mind, body and wedth resources avalable is worth writing in Golden
letters.  In producing defense witnesses and making available dl other
required help, he kept busy days and nights. He had no persond care
or fear doing dl that. His eder brother, who was on a vigt from
America, was dso roped in this court case. Jagat Singh had differences
and did not have good relationship with Bha Ram Singh. He dd not
merit any hep, yet Bha Ram Singh returned ill will with good will.
He drived to save Jagat Singh from life imprisonment and got his
sentence reduced to few years in Jail. He extended full help to another
co-villager, Bha Surjan Singh.  Bibi Joginder Kaur a devout Gurskh,
wife of Bha Surjan Singh recelved lot of support from him. He
warded off al her troubles in abosence of Bha Surjan Singh.

| can never repay adequately for Bha Ram Singh's acts of kindness. |
was sentenced to life imprisonment and al my property was forfeited.
My wife, Srimati Kartar Kaur J was overwhelmed by problems. She
was deprived of dl beongings and property. Even the articles gifted
by her parents were to be auctioned away. Bha Ram Singh displayed
manly courage and took away whatever he could from my house and
dispersed to safe places in Gujerwd and Phdewa just a night before.
He kept extending support in many ways in this period of tria that was
invduable. Only a man of his mettle, courage and devotion could do
what he did. Narrations of these events by Srimati Kartar Kaur and
compliments to Bha Ram Singh for his sdfless and sacrificing deeds
of sarvice ae most unforgettable. He lived for Sixteen years after my
release from imprisonment. He was the happiest person out of al my
associates and friends on my return home.

There were lots of vistors for many years to our house a Narangwa to
meet me dter rdesse Bha Ram Sngh took dl the heavy
reponsbility to look after the vidting congregations.  His devotion
was par excdlence. In the surrounding villages Jathedar Ram Singh J
was most respected and acknowledged figure. He ever remained
embodiment of sdfless sarvice day and night, without tiring. He was
particularly caring for poor ad needy and rid them of ther troubles
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and poverty. It was cusomary for him to carry lot of milk supply on
his head to the Gurumat Samagams and persondly serve to the holy
congregations. He was picture of hedth and persona srength and
bravery. Those vidting from far off places were persondly massaged
by him in ther deep and never knew about this.  Such was the sdfless
savice of love and fath. His life was a tde of such untiring and
sfless sarvice and bravery in the mould of olden Guruskhs. There
was never a chance for anyone to serve him.  He maintained his daily
associdion with me, coming from Gujerwa to Narangwd. He found it
hard to pat. Yet when he ended his life sojourn, he did not even give
me a hint nor were there any parting words. None could ever guess his
untimely departure in view of his fine hedth. He left many of us to
grieve his loss and cherish his memory. This is a brief tribute to his
memoary.
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CHAPTER 9
BHAI KARTAR SINGH JI CANADIAN
(NAWAN CHAND)

Bha Kartar Singh had gone over to Canada a the early age of
seventeen. He was spiritudly oriented as a consequence of his previous
births. Even in the fa off country, Canada, he avaled of the holy
company of a Gurmukh devout, Bha Waryam Singh a Vancouver
Gurdwara Thus he retaned his rdigious fervor and practice to be
continudlly in Chardi Kdaa (high spirits)! He took lead in acts of
benevolence and redigious duty. When the ship Kamagata Maru headed
for Canada with hundreds of Sikhs on board, the British government of
Canada did not dlow the ship to dock ashore. It remained at the high
sea for months with al the passengers. Bha Kartar Singh rendered a
unique and tireless service during this period of tridl.

He was taking a dgnificant but non-conspicuous part as a member of
Vancouwver Khdsa Diwan and the Gurdwara Among the Gursikhs
there, he had the best command over the English language. There was a
Mr. Hopkinson who got many dedicated Skhs prosecuted and got them
killed under fdse pretences. Bha Kartar Singh could argue so wdll
with Hopkinson, that the latter was left speechless. He never hestated
to sdtle matters with such government agents and informants. He
dways remaned fearless and forthright and never shirked from an
opportunity to subdue enemies of the Khdsa Findly he was arrested
and deported to the Punjab adong with others. In the Punjab he got
prosecuted for some old case in Canada and was also charged in the
Third Lahore Conspiracy Case dong with Bha Bawant Singh from
Doaba. Both were awarded the death sentence. While five were
actudly executed, incuding Bha Bawant Singh, Bha Kartar Singh's
sentence got reduced to life imprisonment. He joined me in Hazari Bag
jal. With the very fird megting we were dravn so near that we
remaned inseparable. It was a case of long separated souls from
previous births that suddenly met in Hazai Bag jal. Through
commonness of Gurmat thoughts we soon developed deep love for
each other that proved life-long.
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He was born in village 'Nawan Chand' n district Ferozepur. There was
another wedl-known freedom fighter by the same name That was
Sadar Katar Singh Sarabha who was aso sentenced to life
imprisonment in the Firsd Congpiracy Case. Bha Kartar Singh had |eft
for Vancouver a an early age. He was engaged to be married before his
departure, but he wrote back from Vancouver that he did not intend to
get maried and the girl should be married off to his brother. This was
done. He thus remaned sngle and chaste dl his life and a fathful
devout. He was dways keen to underteke sdfless service and was full
of love for the country. His naturd bent was pure Spiritudism in the
light of Gurmat. All his service of religious devotion or sacrifice for the
country was dedicated to the Guru, without a shadow of selfhood or
personal ego. Once we came together, we remained so throughout life
to our mutua ddight. He got trandferred from Hazari Bag jal to Ry
Mundri dong with me, in Madras state and then again to Nagpur jall.
However from Nagpur to Lahore we reached separately one after the
other, but did get joined once again. In the book of my autobiography,
‘Jail Chithhian', I have written good deal about him.

He could quote a lot of Gurbani from memory. He used to recite Sri
Sukhmani Sahib and Sukhmana Sahib to me and while doing so go into
trance. He was very wdl acquainted with my family. He would love
my family members and unknown members of the Jatha as if he knew
everybody snce long. Our common interest in Spiritudity made our
close association very plessant during the jall period. According to
Divine-Will, | was released from Lahore jal in 1930, but he stayed
back for many more years. Yet his detention in jail could not hold back
his soul that gave me company. Findly he got rdeased from
Montgomery jal and joined me in peson. He remaned under
aurveillance for some time dfter rdlease. He was dlowed free mestings
and permission to vist. He developed drong ties with my nephew,
Bha Sgjan Singh, and his family during this period. He even stayed
after full rdease from jal with Bha Sgjan Singh in Montgomery like a
family member. There was s0 much of mutud love and trugt that Bha
Katar Singh was given complete responshility to manage household
affars. From this remote place, he remained united with me in pirit.
However when the pull of persond attraction became irresgtible, he
came to abide with me and forever remained so.
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He was on very intimate brotherly reaions with prominent members of
the Jatha His contribution in foreign activity was mostly concerned
with his thoughts on Gurmat, Guru's teechings. He was an outstanding
thinker and writer on rdigious thought. He was unconspicuous
practitioner of Gurmat Nam-meditation. He was enjoying the highest
spiritud experiences of 'Dasam Duar' and 'Unhad Shabad, hilarious joy
of ceasdess contemplatiion of Divine-Nam at the highest body-center in
human brain, unknown to others. He developed the occult power to
know minds of others. However this was dl his persona secret. After
coming out of jal he took to homeopathic practice free of charge. His
treatment of patients was very effective. Whatever cases he handled,
those patients were fully cured. He therefore came to be known as
Doctor Kartar Singh. He suffered from a whimsica mania occasondly
that used to drive him mad. Though he was very successful in
homeopathic trestment he aso got interested in Greek medication. |
used to discourage him srongly so as not to use the recipes of minerd
extraction, yet he never could sop. This would turn friends into
enemies and enemies into friends for him. However his close friends
understood his weakness in him and ignored this wrongdoing. | used to
discipline him quite a bit and often sop him from ill-advised activity.
He too would listen and obey me.

But for this temporary mania, Bha Kartar Singh was pure gold and
highly influentid. He was given to the highes ressarch in spiritudity
and surprised many advanced Gurmat scholars with  his  origind
findings His acceptance of Divine-Will, patience and thankfulness
during his long period of imprisonment was exemplay and
unparalded. Initidly he was sentenced to be hanged, but subsequently
given life imprisonment. He was completely innocent of the charge for
which he was tried and punished. Inspite of his not being guilty, he
never thought of himsdf as free from blane He mentioned to me that
he was guilty of unintended spiritud wrongdoing in this birth and he
had to suffer for this in this very life. He had firmly resolved to write
reigious account of the hisory of Canada and Kamagata Maru ship
near Vancouver that was not permitted ashore. He had just darted,
when he recaived the Divine-Cdl that ended his life & an early age. He
had premonition of his desth and had disclosed to me well before the
event. He sad that his life journey could end a an early date. He
desired me to be around a his moment of departure, yet he departed

34



Rangle Sajjan

unannounced. No sooner the news was received; dl his admirers and
close associates proceeded to the place of his deeth. However before
our arivd, lag rites had been performed. In answering my queries, his
redives dso came to bdieve tha he was 4ill in highest spiritud trance
and the bresth was Hill held a the Dasam Duar when his body was
cremated. They told me that even though they bdieved he was dead yet
the glow on his face was unbearable. Wdl, Divine-Will was done!
While he was gone, rest of us sulked in memory of his virtues. It is not
often that such precious, noble souls are born.

Bha Kartar Sngh was rare shining example of a Gurskh who brought
the Skh Nation and Gurmat religion to its highest glory. Whatever life
he spent, Bha Katar Singh remaned above <dfish love for
worldiness He will dways live in cheished memories of his many
close friends and asociaes. | too miss him a lat, though | gill fed his
nearness. Many a times his soul has helped me through many problems
and provided vduable hints.
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CHAPTER 10
SAINTLY DR. BASANT SINGH Ji
(RESIDENT OF SEKHWAN DISTT. SIALKOT)

It was during my absence of imprisonment, that young Dr. Basant
Singh got himsdf Baptised by the Jatha members, who were resdents
of the newly colonized region between rivers Beas and Ravi of Punjab.
He dated observing dl the principles of Gurmat living, Rehat, drictly.
Mosly he dayed in didrict Lydlpur. He developed great brotherly
affection with Jatha members and became deeply engrossed in love for
me even without seeing me. His fondness grew just by hearing about
me. This love for my unseen sdf became obsesson with him,
occupying his thoughts a dl times He kept praying for an ealy
mesting in person.

In June 1923 volunteer service (Kar Sewa) for holy tank, Amrit Sarovar
darted, when | was in jal. A large number of Jatha members in
hundreds volunteered for this service a Amritsar and held a prayer
megting for my wel-being. | am told by those who participated in the
svice, my dear Gurmukh Bha Md Singh J and my wife Simdi
Katar Kaur in paticular, that the Lyadlpur Jatha aso participated in
large numbers. The Ardas was performed by Gurmukh Vir, Bha Atma
Sngh J from Moga During this prayer jus with mention of my name
this young Vir, Dr, Basant Singh fdl unconscious He was in a Love-
Lorn dsate. He was brought back to consciousness after the Ardas.
Ever snce his love for me got strengthened beyond messure. It was
neither bregkable nor forgettable even for a moment. This loving Vir
paticipated in dl the Akhand Pathh Samagams to pray for my well-
being and safe return from prison. He was ever praying for our early
meeting. All this is inscribed degply in my heart, as yearnings of pure
spiritud love.

Finadly the day dawned in 1930 when | was transferred from Nagpur
Jal to Centrd Jal Lahore, prior to my relesse.  Abiding cdose by in
Lydlpur, Vir Basant Sngh was convinced for an ealy medting.
Waiting for my release was most unbearable for him and patience could
hold no longer. He made a prayer for immediate meeting with me in
Jal. Those were the days of joint agitation agang the Government by
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Congress and Akdi parties with public emotions running high. It s
happened that on a joint platform of Congress-Akdi agitation, Dr.
Basant Singh dso made some kind of speech. This was enough to
merit his aret and award of sentence for 9x months in Jal.  With
Divine intervention he was chdlaned to undergo imprisonment in
Centrd Jal Lahore. He then joined us in the ward for politicd
prisone's. He was thrilled with fulfilment of his wish. He came
running and fdl on my fest. | was unaware of his identity. My
congtant companion, Bhai Kartar Singh Canadian, was able to lift him
after great druggle. That is when | saw his face for the firg time and
could ingtantly recognize that he was a long separated spiritud meate.
This was the initid recognition. On his narrating persond account, |
was greatly touched. We were thus united in inseparable union under
the auspices of one Divine-Wisdom of Gurmat, common principles,
common ideology, worship of common Lord, treading same path as
lovers of same Divine-Source.  Such was the eternd, Divindy-Blest
relationship of our Sould

| happened to be reeased earlier from Jail, couple of months ahead of
Bha Basant Singh. Once he came out to join me, we remained
together theredfter. He became a prominent figure in al subsequent
Samagams. He was 0 young, with his beard just beginning to appear.
However fuse of his Divine-Love was ignited within and the rocket of
his yeaning soul ever remaned soaing to gpiritud  heghts
unfathomed. He had no such care as returning to his home or joining
his family. It is rae to find one s0 devoted, abiding by Gurmat
principle and closdly living the code enunciated by Dasmesh Guru. He
was young in age, but wel advanced in Gurmat virtues, as though he
was fully drilled in them even before his very hirth. He was great
prectitioner of Nam-meditation and Divine-Nam permeated his entire
being.

No worldly atraction intereted him. His focus was only on the holy
congregation of Gurmat Saisang. The volunteer service for holy tank,
sarovar, a Tan Taran Sahib was performed in 1931 after my release
from Jail. Jatha participated in large numbers and Vir Dr. Basant Singh
was prominent like the riang new moon. He dways gopeared to be
intoxicated with Elixir of Divine-Nam.  Unconcerned with hum-drum
of life around, he remaned spiritudly engrossed within.  He devoted
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himsef completdly in sHfless service He saved the gathered
volunteers whole-heartedly. He gave up al worldly interests, including
his family life, to devote fully to Jaha Samagams. His family doted dl
thar affection on him. His parents and dl sblings were dready devout
followers of Gurmat. Vir Basant Singh's influence further accentuated
ther Divine-Love. They dl got Baptised and became followers of the
Skh Code, Reha. One day the entire family prayed to the Sangat
tearfully, that Bha Basant Singh might be directed to stay with them a
ther village Sekhwan.  Their emotiond atachment to him badly
needed his presence amongst them. They accepted his bresk with
busness activities to engage in Divine-Devation as his full-time
occupation. His very sght would work, as ther life-support and not
only the family but dso many others around would benefit from his
reigious pourings  This would dso give rise to Akhand Kirtan
Samagams in the village ~ This was geuine and very moving
supplication.

The pure Gurmat-Oriented request was accepted and Vir Basant Singh
directed to live with his family. He was thus bound to comply with the
direction and left with his family. In leaving he dated waking
backward for as long as could see us with his fixed gaze towards us.

His companions were supporting him from behind, as if this love-
intoxicated being was getting torn away much againg his wishes. Thus
he findly reached his villagez. Complying with his wishes a hut was
condructed in the family fidd a a digance of about haf a mile. There
he remained engrossed in Divine devotion dl the time. He had left his
medicd practice since long; yet he was popularly know as Doctor
Basant Singh. However his ardent Godly-Devotion earned him the
name of Sant Basant Singh in surrounding villages  Thus his hut
acquired the hue of an expanding holy place A separate smdl
Gurudwara was built for ensrining of Si Guru Granth Sahib.  There
was a regular flow of spiritud seekers. During Akhand  Kirtan
Samagams there were miraculous happenings of high spiritudity.
Countless families got Baptised. The occult powers were ready for any
sarvice, but our dear Vir had no use for these. He remained dedicated
to Divine-Love. He remaned chaste and pure dl his life. He could
envison that he had a short life to live and thus refrained from marriage
nor did he have any inclination for married life. He was ever married
to the Prima Source-Divine. Worldy marriage would have been a
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mere digraction. Though he respected the Gurmat principle of married
life, but he was aware of his short life and thus abstained from this
obligation. None of hisfamily ever dared to enforce marriage on him.

He widded such an influence in entire Sakot area and particularly
Tehgl Narowd, that every village had Jathas of Baptised Sikhs. There
was intense preaching of Gurmat teachings. We dways found advance
preparations for dl our Samagams a Sekhwan.  With large tents
gdewdls, etc. It was like a heavenly place in midst of fields. It used to
be gathering of thousands coming to enjoy the spiritud feast and such
occasions were quite often. It was rare to find such fruitful preaching's
of Jatha principles in accordance with Gurmat. Whenever | chanced to
go to Kashmir, he would indst for my short day a the village. There
was often a strong agpped for frequent vists. He held sway over the
people in this aea  This was manly atributable to his sdfless
meditation, austerity and Nam-devotion. People naturaly obeyed the
discipline to comply with his direction and there was no age bar among
Baptised Skhs in following this exemplay regimentd behaviour. Vir
Basant Singh never sought persond adoration.  Some haf-baked in
Faith used to consider it as prevdence of Saint-Dom. However there
was no bags for such thinking. This was merdy figment of thar
minds. Dr. Basant Singh had no appetite for such athing.

The Gurmat kitchen a Sekhwan was dways open for service Dr.
Basant Singh's younger Sder-in-law, Bibi Pritam Kaur was in-charge
of this service. The turbaned Bibi commanded great respect and never
did anybody dare to misbehave. She was highly decent, meditating on
Nam with esch breath, just as Gurmukh Bibis of Yedter years. Under
her influence dl the young ladies were dso of the same mould. They
remaned engrossed in  Divine-Thoughts during the entire service
without wavering. Many young vidting ladies would fdl in love with
handsome and srong young Dr. Basant Singh, but he would aways
reman on the high pedestd of his Spiritud Sate engrossed in Divine-
Nam. There was no place for an evil thought in the face of Gurmat
ideology. Theevil liesin the mind of person, who perceives evil.

Dr. Basant Singh often accompanied me to Kashmir and led me to a
londly spot on the bank of river Jehlum near head works. We used to
gt aop high rocks by the bark sde of the river, taking up independent
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postions and reman in ecdatic daylong meditation. Many nights
would pass in Nam engrossment. Every year he would head a large
Jatha to Narangwa to commemorate Gurpurab Samagam of Dasmesh
Guru, while anging Kirtan. At times, dighting a Kila Rapur ralway
dation the Jatha would reach Narangwa a mid-night traveling by
foot. This included Jatha of young turbaned Bibis. He was very good
in Kirtan snging. They would res on floor dong with Sangat. They
would be content with meagre, smple diet and would bring dry rations
for langar on their heads. He was ever ready for supreme sacrifice
including his entire family for sake of sdfless sarvice to others and not
hold back any persona belongings. Here is one example that would
uffice:

Service Rendered During Partition Holocaust

In 1947 India was divided on commund bass and Mudim League
became a ruler paty of Pekigan, the region awarded to Mudims.
During exchange of population between Pekistan to secular Indig, there
was a holocaust and misery unprecedented in history, was wrought on
human beings on both sdes of the border. The madness of redigious
hatred turned men into evil-spirited demons. The entire didrict of
Sakot had been awarded to Pekisan. Dr. Basant Singh engaged
himsdf in the protection of other families ignoring his own. He
guarded the higoric Gurudwara Ber Sahib, Bawli Sahib, etc,
unmindful of his persond safety. In those difficult times he proved
ingrumentd in bringing Gursikhs families to safety across the border at
great persond rik. He sdttled the family of S. Harnam Singh Oberal at
village Miran Mir near Ropar. | gppeded to him to bring aong his own
family to a safe place. He proceeded to village Sekhwan with this
objective. Before he could reach there, Skh families of Tehsl Narowa
in ther thousands were dready on their march after abandoning home
and hearth. They had no clear sense of direction and badly needed Dr.
Sahib's leadership. He then led a caravan of Skh families numbering
about Sx million across river Ravi. However his own family got killed
to the last person. This event coincided with rainy season in the
months of July-August. He had been through a period of great physica
exertion without proper food over many weeks in hot-humid wegther.
This sdfless savice was truly exemplaay. He pesevered in his
objective of safety of the greatest numbers, as far as he could. The
setback to his hedth could never be restored. He became anaemic and
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body stopped producing new blood. When he became bed-ridden, then
alone he came to me in response to repeated requests. He was amost a
skeleton of his old sdf. He was aware of his fast approaching end.  All
he desred was environment of holy saga and my neaness till the
very end. He would often recite the following:

T HfT HId & I8 T HaB 3 afg & T3 I
HS Ifg Y2 a8 I UT" IS =9 Il €4 |
A3 9 7 [A3€€]
O’ Kabir! | eagerly await death at the Divine-Door.

The Gracious Lord may then grace me with His Glance.61.
Slok Bhagat Kabir Ji [1366]

Beholding Sixth True King, Lion and Futuristic Prediction

His last desre was fulfilled. He had performed so much penance and
long Nam-meditations on top of the rocks and the caves near Kumar
Hatti near Smla a such an early age that is dmog impossible for any
other person. The echo of his Smran can ill be discerned in the river
fdls in Kashmir. Head works on river Jehlum is located a a londy
place between Sri Nagar and Baramula He had an overseer friend
there, who got a hut congructed for his meditation. Dr, Basant Singh
meditated in the hut a night and by the riversde during the day. In the
brink of the river, there were huge rocks that exised naurdly. He
would st aop those rocks and lose himsdf in meditation.  The
adjoining waves of river waer produced their own music dong with
the Nam-Smran rhythm within. | too enjoyed this experience aong
with dear Vir Basant Singh. It was difficult to bresk away from such
cdedid environment. We would continue dtting there for long hours.
Findly on leaving there was persagence of this experience.  Even while
meditation in open ar a Kumar Hatti, the Kashmir experience gets
intermingled during spiritud flight of soul. One brother of the overseer
friend of Dr. Basant Singh used to accompany him. He was a devout
from birth and dways remaned very humble. He had many wonderful
spiritual  experiences.  Whenever he fdt like it, he would leave head
works for the historic Gurudwara a Uri. It was generdly known to the
habitants of Uri and nearby places that none could day in the
Gurudwara or in close vicnity a night. A lion usad to vigt the place
every night. The Gurudwara is dtuated across the river a an
unhabitated place. This holy person was very friendy with me dso.
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He usad to confide his most secret experiences to Dr. Basant Singh and
mysdf. These narations had a ring of truth aout them. He told us
about a particular night experience. He was seated on a rock outside
Gurudwara and was s0 logt in meditation that he had no awareness of
his body. He was suddenly jolted out of this state by roar of a lion. He
got frightened beyond his wits, but soon darted reciting the Gurbani

shabad,
oefigT I TH T Ty Bat & FET 11 Q |
fawes How U [car]
Protected am | by Protection-Divine all around.1.
Bilawa M:5 [819]

It so happened that he got enclosed by iron wal dl around, where lion
could never attack. Thus protected, he became fearless and his Faith
got fortified. He continued to soar in spiritud Bliss of Nam-meditation
for long. Meanwhile Sixth King True, Si Guru Har Gobind Sahib
gopeared in His Ludgrous Divine Glory. A vast wedth of precious
stones and jewels were reveded with the nformation that a time would
come when the brave Singhs of S Dasmesh J would come to avall
themsdves of these treasures. Only those divindy destined shdl find
these secret treasures. God knows when such a time, shdl come and
who are thus destined to find their heritage wedlth!  While Dr. Basant
Singh has departed dready, | have no wish to explore this any further.

Basant Singh J used to say. “When Satguru has bestowed the Treasure
of NamWedth, then why run after the fse worldly tressures?” Truly
he left with dl the gathered Nam-Wedth for Eterna Abode. When his
soul departed from body his attendant could vison the splendour of the
depating Soul as bright glitter. For many a days and weeks he
remained log in the glory of this blissul memory. Even now he can
recapture the blissfulness of tha moment. Thus ends the brief life
depiction of beloved Basant Singh.
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CHAPTER 11
SRI BIBI HARBANS KAUR

Here is an amazing short life sory of th great Skh lady, wife of Late
Devout Vir Sriman Sardar Joginder Singh J of village Raipur:

Si Bibi Habans Kaur J bdonged to the ancient Gurskh family,
devoted to Faith generation after generation, from Daudpur. Her
paternd uncle, Siman Sant Hira Singh J, was a leading light of the
Jatha. His devotion to Nam-Smran and Godly-Love was exemplary.
This young girl was born and brought up and greetly influenced by the
high spiritudity of her uncle. At the time of her birth saintly Bhai Hira
Singh J prophesied, that she was destined to be greast devout and her
grong Sikh Faith would be worthy of emulation.

When She attained marriagesble age, as a consequence of Sant Bhai
Hira Singh J’s blessing, she got married as per Gurmat Anand Karg to
Siman Bha Joginder Singh J. It was indeed a great blessng that such
devout spiritua seekers got united in marriage.  Though their economic
condition was bordering on poverty, yet they enjoyed enrichment of
Nam-Wedth. Their spiritud  flourishment  together  was  truly
exemplary. Their minds got focused on pure Gurmat as soon as they
got Baptised. With ther totd reliance on Efficacious Nam, they never
caed much about worldliness. The handling of household duties by
Bibi Habans Kaur was so auspicious, that soon everything got
transformed. The hard days ended into a sense of great prosperity. The
taents of Bha Joginder Singh J came to be recognized and rewarded
by Patida State. Though worldly riches now abounded, yet humility of
Sirit was retained. Sster Harbans Kaur J was living embodiment of
Gurgkh living in thought, word and deed. Her head was aways
adorned with light bluish turban. She had a strong hedthy body and
with turbaned head she caried hersdf with greet dignity, worthy of
greet devout Skh lady.

She persondly atended to dl household chores. The sound of Nam-
Smran became autométic al the time dong with her norma activities.
It is rare to find such Faith in persond life. She would dways take full
head-bath. She followed this practice everday, even soon after ddivery
of a new-born, not caring for medical advice agang this The blessing
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of such firm Fath was, that she never suffered even a dight dckness
throughout her life. She dways eagerly looked forward to serve holy
ones and her kitchen was adways open for this service. She prepared
food and served dl by hersdf. The vidtors were dways fully satiated.
This auspicious service never experienced any shortage.

She was very adept in reading the hidden meaning of actions of devout
and ther devotion. Once she was saving sdf-prepared food to the
great spiritudist, godly Bha Atma Singh from Moga It so happened
that suddenly Sri Bha Atma Singh J went into trance and stopped
eding from his plate, yet he kept munching with his mouth. His eyes
were rolled up and his face shone in Divine-splendor. Bha Joginder
Singh J gtting cose by was perplexed with this srange going-on. In
amazement, he enquired the meaning of dl this from his wife that
without taking food from his plate Bha Atma Singh appeared to be
pateking invisble food. Bibi Habans Kaur J replied, “There is
nothing to wonder. Bha Randhir Singh is offering him morsds from
Narangwa.” Hearing this, Bha Joginder Singh noted the time of the
occurrence. At that very time | was served food by my wife, Siimdi
Katar Kaur at Narangwd. | had taken only a few morsds and then
stopped egting even though my hands took food from the plate.

My mother gtting by my sde noticed this strange occurring.  Puzzled
by this, she enquired from Kartar kaur explanation of this wonderment.
Simati Kartar Kaur could aso read through the strange happening like
Bibi Harbans Kaur. She promptly replied, “There is nothing unusud or
aurprising about it.  He is feeding his Sarb-Lohia friend (sharing
commonness of eating from Sted utensls) Bha Atama Singh J, who is
being served by dser Harbans Kaur a that house of Bha Joginder
Singh a Patida” When | came out of my trance, | too noted the time,
After few days Bibi Harbans Kaur, Sant Hira Singh J, the great devout
Ascdic Bha Atma Singh J and Bha Joginder Singh J  visted
Narangwa. The mutud query was addressed and the events found to
coincide.

Si Bibi Habans Kaur was such, outdanding and assertive that 4l
wives of Pdida high offidds and chieftains acknowledged her over-
powering religious influence  The consorts of minisers and royd
queens dl held her in great respect. They used to send for other ladies
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to the palace, but none ever dared to ask Bibi Harbans Kaur. She was
without a pardld in her chedity. Si Bha Joginder Singh J was then a
member of Shromani Gurudwara Prabandak Committee (S.G.P.C).
The agitation agang British Rule by Akdi-Panth was a its pesk.
Almost every member of SGP.C suffered imprisonment due to
paticipation in this agitation. Bha Joginder Singh was not keeping
good hedth those days and had grown weak. However Bibi Harbans
Kaur aroused his rdigious fervor like brave wives in Skh higory and
encouraged him for the sacrifice of Jail-teem.  However a the moment
of departure unintentiona tears came to her eyes. Bha Joginder Singh
was astonished at this and asked the reason for this show of weskness
after putting up a brave front thus far. Bibi Harbans Kaur put on smile
and replied that the posshbility of early reunion was remote. We seem
to be destined for long separation. Sardar Joginder reassured her that
he was fine now with her blessngs and there was nothing to fear. In
fact Bibi Harbans Kaur had envisoned her own death, though she
never reveded this to him. By the time Sardar Joginder Singh returned
after his teem of imprisonment, Bibi Habans Kaur had left for
Heavenly Abode-Eternd. He could not cope up with the pangs of
separation from his fathful godly wife  His hedth deteriorated fast.
Though Bibi Harbans Kaur completed her life sojourn successfully as
the very embodiment of Fath, yet the family left behind suffered
incompletion of their household affairs. The acceptance of Divine-Will
by Bha Joginder Singh was unique in bearing this terible losd (A
separate chapter is included about Sri Bha Joginder Singh Ji, because
he too has | &ft for journey to the Timeess)
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CHAPTER 12
SRIMAN SANT BHAI HIRA SINGH JI OF DAUD PUR

Dear Guru-blessed Bha Hira Singh J was a red paternd uncle of Bibi
Harbans Kaur J. He was very gentle and Godly-oriented person from
the vey beginning. Baptisn of the double-edged sword further
heightened his divine qudities He would reman in Nam-meditation
with dngle-minded devotion, in humble supplication with folded-
hands, sanding on one leg in Holy Presence of S Guru Granth Sahib
for night-long. Such was his regular practice of rare devotion. He was
fevently praying to envison the Divine-Light. He would continue
reeding Si Guru Granth Sehib olitay in love-lorn state.  He was
persgent in his wish and prayer within with dl his being for ealy
Divine-illuminated experience. His reading from Si Granth Sahib was
flawless and sSmultaneoudy he could cary on Nam-meditation
automaicaly in intense Divine-Love.

One day he bolted dl the doors in Gurudwara from within, he took his
seet for reciting from Si Guru Granth Sahib.  Just as he took his
postion he dated feding reverberations of meditation in Divine-Love
throughout his being and lost consciousness of sdf. He soon tried to
control himsdf and dated praying. He had jus commenced the
recitation, that he was engulfed with Divine-Light within. He could not
bear this unbearable experience. His body became very light like a
Divine-plane. Enjoying Divine-Nectar imbued love, he held his bresth
in Divine-meditation a his navel. He suddenly soared and his body
touched the Gurudwara Ceiling like a floating baloon.  Guruoriented,
Gurumukh Sant ‘Bha Hira Singh J' was blessed with power to bear
the unbearable as a Divine-Gift. He vehemently prayed in loving
grditude. Vey dowly he descended to the floor, like a flying bird
meking a landing. He lied in prodraion in front of Si Guru Granth
Sahib and thus remained in prayer for long to ask for boon to bear this
unbearable state.  He was thus blest theresfter, that none could discern
his high spiritudity. He remaned nonconspicuous in the holy
congregations in his fully flourished date of Nam-meditation.  Only
such enlightened Guruskhs used to be asked to serve as members of
the team of Fve Bedoved ones for Baptizing ceremony such was the
wont of this Jetha

46



Rangle Sgjjan

It was Divine-Will, that Sant Bha Hira Singh J moved from his village
Daudpur of digrict Ludhiana to Chak No. 361 in didrict Layalpur,
where he had been dlotted land. Soon the presence of divindy
influences of this Gurumukh, pure and immeculate follower of Gurmat,
was fdt mogst vigoroudy. Many yeaning souls were lit up with
enlightenment of Divine-Nam. Almost entire village, Chak No. 361,
came under the sway of Gurumat Baptism and presented a miraculous
transformetion into piritual bloom.  All persons were engaged in land
cultivation and dongside kept up the practice of Nam-meditation. It
appeared they were dl recaving Divine-Help in thar labors.  They
never felt physicd tiring or sense of boredom in their exertions. They
were skilled and successful in ther professon of cultivation and raising
of crops. They were tirdess during regping season and would go on for
hours as if driven by Divine-Effort. Carrying heavy loads on heads
briskly they appeared to be waking in ar. Some men of Divine-Vison
could discern and bore witness that loads carried by Gurumukh Singhs
were about two feet high above their heads and moved on their own.

There were many Akhand Pathh and Kirtan Samagams held at Chak
No. 361 and a times Baptizing ceremonies too. The rare spiritua
events that transpired then defy description.  The Nam-practitioners
Singhs of the village used to meditate in a sngle group. Such was the
music generated that entire village would gppear in trance. There was
one Ganga Singh who ddved in jes. Driven by his habit, he stood
outsde the door of meditation place. He found scores of people
engaged in NamSimran in a loud voice with rosaries of ged in thar
hands. In ging them he made a rosay of thin string by tying little
knots and darted counting beads of improvised rosary while loudly
recting Nam. Jugt within fifteen minutes of his going activity he fdl
flat on ground. He shrieked loudly and cried for help. Many people
gathered around. On enquiry about his affliction, he pleaded, “Get me
the sinner, pardoned by these Singhs’. He kept rolling in pan and
making pless for mercy. After meditation the Singhs came out and
lifted up Ganga Singh suffering in agony and hitting his head on
ground.  Ganga Singh in penance asked for forgiveness for his
unpardonable an and got himsdf Baptised. He thus became a great
devotee of Skh Fath. He teafully narrated this sdf-experience to me.
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This movement of getting Baptised Soread to many surrounding
villages and many joined in to enjoy devation and Bliss of Nam.

Retroversion of Spirituality

There came a period of retroverson of high spiritudity enjoyed by our
der Gurumukh, Santly Bha Hira Singh. All his high atanments of
enlightenment within dtated coming to nought. He went around
lamenting and humbly rolling among the shoes of holy congregation,
Sangats. He would cry out that he had log dl his internd bliss and
enlightenment of his sdf. He drived in every possble way, but could
never regain logt glory. He roamed about in wilderness, meditaied on
parapets of wels ganding on one leg, meditated for long on Divine-
Nam, counted beads of rosary in presence of Si Guru Granth Sahib
endlessy and yet his date of perplexity remained. He would come to
Kirtan Samagams, but remained outsde behaving like an insane
person. He would rub dust of the shoes of sangat on his body and face.
Infact al his measures to seek solace led to more and more misery.

Many wdl-wishers of Bhai Hira Singh, teking pity on his woe-begone
date, approached Jatha with pleas on his behdf. However Gurmukh
devotees, lost in love of Kirtan, never cared, yet persons with grest
perception of Truth and Divine-Will knew that time was not ripe for
forgiveness-Divine.  When it was propitious time, Bha Hira Sngh was
cdled up by the chosen Five during Baptizing ceremony. | was in
attendance of Si Guru Granth Sahib on this occason. Bha Hira Singh
presented himsef. He was then caled upon by the Chosen Five to
explain his true sory. He tearfully narrated that he was unaware of this
cause of spiritud retroverson. He did not know of any wrong doing
even in dream. The cause of down-fdl was unknown to him and he
was unable to regain glory that he once experienced. All his drivings
hed proved of no avall. The Divine-wrath remained mydery to him.
At the prompting of the Chosen Five, | reminded Bha Hira Singh,
“Remember your glorious spiritua experiences at Chak No. 361. Was
it dl due to Grace of Guru or you took the credit upon yoursdf? Have
you suffered from imperceptible sdf-pride, that the wonderful
happenings were due to your own efforts?”  This question shook him
vigbly from top to toe. The second question promptly followed, “Are
you bestowing Gurumat Nam dl by yoursdf in the tradition of your
own Guru-Dom?’ This brought him to senses and he lamented that he
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was guilty of this wrongdoing occasondly. For a while this practice
gppeared very rewarding, but soon proved futilee The Five Chosen
Ones took hold of him and gave him a good shake, saying thet, “This
was an act of grave defiance. The authority bestowed on the Chosen-
Five, representing Guru, was usurped by you done.  This was
repongble for draining away of dl spiritudity of Nam.” Bha Hira
Singh then walled for forgiveness. The Five Chosen Ones awarded
heavy punishment to Bha Hira Singh and prayed for his forgiveness by
the Guru. Satguru graced him and progress darted and he darted
reganing al the log Bliss and glory. Imbued with Divine-Love and
gplendor Divine shone on his face. He was back in holy congregations
as his old sdf. Bha Hira Singh was thus a Blest Soul and rare jewe
among Gurusikhs, with his spirit ever soaring.

The time came for my going to jall. Bha Hira Sngh J wished to join
the fird agitaion with Jatha, but Divine-Will decided otherwise. He
was preparing to receve the Jatha returning from Jal, when he
suddenly received Divine-Cal and departed for Eternal-Abode. We
were left behind as his love-lorn brethren. Now | wistfully look
forward to join him in the heredfter! If justice is done to loving memory
of Si Sant Bha Hira Singh, it would form a szesble book. This is
mere sampling of rich tribute that he deserves.
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CHAPTER 13
SHAWL-WRAPPED SANT SRIMAN ARJAN SINGH JI
(RESIDENT OF PANJOKHRA)

Many souls were enjoying the spiritud bliss & Ambda Cantonment.
Akhand Pathhs and Akhand Kirtans were being hdd with great
dedication and Divine-Love in series for long. Si Babu Md Singh J
was saving there in No.36 Rasda and was engaged in enlightenment
of many others with Divine-Nam. Another dedicated faithful, Beloved
of Guru, Bha Paa Singh J was dso dationed there as an officer in
another amy unit. He too was enjoying delight of intense spiritudity.
Pull of yeaning love, emanating from these two loved ones, had
brought here the Jatha, which was embodiment of Soulful Kirtan.
These events have been referred in another chapter in detall.

Those days Skh units of cavdry, atillery, infantry, etc., happened to
be based a Ambaa Cantt. All units had their separate Gurdwaras,
Akhand Peathhs and Akhand Kirtans were being performed in dl these
Gurdwaras in turn by the Jatha Many were the miraculous events that
took place and many immaculate bengs with spiritudity of high
destiny got reveded and Baptised. One such person was Sepoy Arjan
Singh, serving in No. 36 Cavdry unit. His youthful appearance had
newly growth of beard. In this early age he was thirding like rain-bird
for Divine-Love. Obvioudy he was a great soul, who had made
grivings in spiritudity in his previous life.  His spiritud craving made
him a dose follower of the Blissful Kirtani Jatha, in ceasdess pursuit.
He was seeking to get Baptised at the earliet so as to establish his
reaionship with Guru as Gurdkh and make fast progress towards
highet soiritud union. The yearning of his love was limitless, yet the
knowing adepts of the Jatha wanted to further heighten this feding of
Love and cement the genuineness. The date of his Baptism got
postponed on various Samagams, though he would come prepared
evary time in anticipation. In his relentless seeking he would ignore
freezing cold of winter as dso Szzling summer hest. He went around
bare-footed as a possessed man and thought only of God-Redization,
the ultimate objective. His intense Love would find outlet as free flow
of tears Ready to make the ultimate sacrifice of his head for the sake
of Love for the Lord, he presented a rare example among seekers of
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Baptism of Double-Edged Sword. He had absolutely no hestation to
offer his dl, his sdf and dl that he could cdl his own, in Name of the
Guru. His close asociates feared that he would abandon al worldly
atachments and Government service immediady after Baptism and
take to asceticism. He was explained time and again the drict Gurmat
discipline and code of living, but his sngle-minded obsesson would
accept dl.  Ultimately his trangparent sincerity of purpose moved the
hearts of entire holy sangat and dl pleaded for his being Baptised.
‘The Chosen Five' accepted him. No sooner he received Baptism, his
Spirit soared to great heights and he went into trance. It was in his Sate
of trance that leaving him to his friends, the Baptizing Jatha took leave.

Extreme L ove-L orn State of Bhai Arjan Singh

It is impossble to narate the yearnings of love that Vir Arjun Singh
went through. He could not continue in Government Service for long
and left it in spite of the advice offered by Babu Md Singh J and Bhai

Piara Singh J to the contrary. Arjan Singh was married prior to his
Baptiam, but he was remaried to his wife according to Anand Kaj
Ceremony. Ye Bha Arjan Singh remained chagte dl his life and he
was devoid of any indingtion for family life He was ever looking
forward to join holy congregations, SatSangat. He went into trance just
as soon as he was Baptised. His dttings in meditation would continue
for hours, unaware of hum-drum of life around. Such was his daly
practice, untouched by worldliness. For weeks he would remain in
meditation in midgt of uninhabited forests, where he would origindly
proceed to collect firewood for GurirKaLangar. He would lose dl
sf-consciousness to remain in meditational trance.  If he got news
about Akhand Kirtan by Jatha, he would proceed there directly on foot.

He would st in degp meditation a the place of keeping shoes. He
would aval of ligening fully to Asa-Di-Var Kirtan. He would then
proceed to fetch heavy loads of firewood, carrying on head and feed
fud to the burning hearths with his own hands. He had sweet words for
dl and the ladies were paticulaly touched by his words. These
strange happenings at such early age were source of rea wonderment.

Some events of his life, witnessed by Bha Surjan Singh, are given
under.
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Miraculous Eventsin the Life of Bhai Arjun Singh Ji

@ I met Sant J (Bha Arjun Singh) in 1912, when he was bringing
firewood on his head for GurrKaLangar. Earlier Sant J had lisened
to complete recitation of Si Akhand Pathh in one stting. He had
chosen a closet, where none would enter. This was a secluded
congruction of olden times, where one could neither lie down nor stand
up. Sant J s there in meditation and got up only after the Bhog
ceremony.

(b) The Second mesting took place during pilgrimege to S Nankana
Sahib by the Jatha on foot. He had a taborin that he played upon while
snging Kirtan. He would gt night long in solitude in foret near
Nankana Sahib in deep meditation. In 1915 the entire Jatha was
aresed. Siman Sant Arjun Singh J was dso cdled to Khanna Police
Station by the police. He was questioned, “Do you know Bhai Sahib
Randhir Sngh J?7° He fearledy replied, “I know him very wel.
Many times we have recited from Si Guru Granth Sahib together. In
fact the entire credtion is acquainted with Siman Bha Sahib J”. The
police tried to get him around by saying, “You turn into prosecution
witness and you will be sat free” Sant J replied, “Who can ever
withhold my freedom? | am ever free” Police ordered him to remain
segted in the dtation compound. Sant J rolled a tree-sump lying near
by and ignited it to provide heat and kept a pitcher of water for use. He
hed a sted bowl with him dready. He took his postion near the fire
and was logt in meditation. He would put some ash of the sump in the
bowl after five or 9x hours intervd and drink it mixing with water. He
remaned seated thus for five or Sx days  All the policemen shivered in
fear of the holy and regretted their action for getting on his wrong sde.
Fearing wrath of the godly person, dl the policemen including officer-
incharge stood before him with folded-hands in gpology, saying, “Sant
J, please pardon our wrong-doing. We wrongly held you here” They
made offerings of sweets and fruits. Sant J would not even look at
them and remained sdf-engrossed. While the policemen were anxious
to get rid of him, he was lost in degp meditation. He was not paying
any heed to ther remorseful words. Findly they brought a prominent
Gurgkh from Khanna. After great persuasion Sant J came out of the
trance. He then enquired, “What have you to say?” The policemen
pleaded, “Please grant us forgiveness. We wrongly held you here”
Sant J enquired, “Do | need to come back here?” They promptly
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replied, “We shdl never cdl you agan.” Sant J got out of the Police
Station and |eft for aplace of his own choice.

(c) During Akdi agitation to gain control of Sri Harmandar Sahib & S
Anritsar, the keys were in possesson of the Deputy commissioner.
Sant Arjan Singh J waked draght into his officid resdence and
confronted him saying, “Who are you to hold keys of Si Darbar
Sahib?”  D.C. got flabbergasted with this courageous chalenge to his
authority. Sant J had the look of an ascetic. He had a shawl on his
head for turban and was bare-footed. Meanwhile Police force arrived
and took Sant J by the am, leaving him outsde D.C.'s resdence.
They explained to D.C that, “He is just way-ward person. It would be
of no use areding him” Those days Guru Panth was engaged in
taking control of ther holy Gurdwaras in view of the corrupt practices
of priess  Siman Sant Arjan Singh extended his full support. During
agitation for Gurdwara GangSar a Jaito, he joined the Jatha of 500
Singhs to enter the Gurdwara. Many of the Jatha were shot dead and
the remaining were confined in the fort a Jato. Thus Sant J was
arested and remained in Nabha Jail for two years. After his release he
roamed about in Patida area.  He narrated his sdf-experience of those
timesthus.

“I had wandered to a village near Ropar and stayed at a Gurdwara. |
darted feding pull of a yearning soul, making me restless due to inner
goading. | was contemplating about this strange phenomenon. It was
10:00 PM when my restlessness became unbearable. | had a small
wound on one foot. | experienced that if | proceeded Northward, pain
would increase and if the direction was changed to South, the pain
would subsde. | garted running Southward and kept running whole
night. | stopped a the door of one house in a village early in the
morning. | could not proceed further and knocked a the door. The
door was opened and | entered. Just as | entered, a young lady fell flat
on my feet and became unconscious. | then understood, that this Bibi
had exerted the spiritud pull. Her fdl generated tingling sensdtion in
my body, causng intoxication. | too dropped to the ground
unconscious. | do not know how long we remained unconscious on the
ground. A person put us in separate beds. This feding of intoxication
perssted for long. This village was named Kdaur and Bibi was niece
of Gani Gurbakhsh sngh ‘Bhadd’. She was maried to S. Mehar
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Singh of the village, who was an officid of Pdaida sate. This Bibi hed
put milk in two glasses and left these on a table.  She then resolved in
her mind tat she would take milk only after Sant Arjun Singh took the
other glass. With this resolution, she sat in degp meditation early
morning. Her miraculous pull brought me there to partake milk.”

(d) 1 happened to go to Rapura once. | overheard two personstaking
about an ascetic peforming penance in the area of thar village
‘Pilkani’. | enquired whether the ascetic was in Safforan robes or a
Sikh. They replied he wears shawl and Skhtype breeches,
‘Kachhera. | decided to have a glimpse of the Saint. In my search, |

came into a forestland with thick wild growth. | stopped a a straw-hut
a a digance, with variety of flowers planted around. | approached the
hut, removing my shoes outsde and waked noisdessy towards the
entrance. There | could see Sant Arjan Singh facing away from the
entrance and entry was blocked with heavy thorny branches. Thinking
that he was in meditation, | sat outdde the hut in wat. After few
minutes he came out and embraced me affectionately. He assured me
that thorny blocking did not apply to me but was meant to keep out
unwelcome intruders, who kept pestering. He offered to congtruct
another hut for me and thus give him company. | agreed. Both of us
then were living in the fores. We would rise a 1:00 AM and after our
ablutions gt in our separate huts for meditation. S Guru Granth was
endrined in Sant J's hut a a higher level while he rested on the floor.

One night | heard loud pleading by Sant J at 2:00 A.M, “I do not need
these commodities. | seek only Divine-Vison.” | enquired what it was
about. He explained, “I have been indilled with dl kinds of Gifts
Divine. The occult powers of Ridhis and Sdhis have entered within
me. | am praying that dl these may be taken away from me, yet these
are being thrus on me. This is the problem | am facing.” | could only
say that understanding of such matters was beyond my comprehension,

which remained to be sorted out by Sant J done. He had on-going
recitation of Sampat Pathh to be completed in a period of five and haf

months.  On completion of this and Bhog ceremony | returned to my
village Gujerwd.

(e) There is a village near Rgpura, named Uksee, where Sant J
peformed penance. | had been there to see him. Away from the
village, Sant J condructed his draw-hut and sat there for his
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meditations. He would reman engrossed in Divine-Nam dl the twenty-
four hours. One Bibi used to bring hot water for Sant J’s bath a 2:00
AM. daly from the village. She would bring food for him in daytime.
Thus she sarved him whole-heartedly. One day a danderer aroused
anger of her father with fasehood of dander. In his fury, the father
kicked Bibi in her sde and she fel unconscious. The next day the leg
that had kicked her developed pain. In matter of a few days it got
infected with worms. Many persons carried Bibi's father to Sant J and
pleaded for forgiveness. Sant J was unaware of the story behind this.
Bibi had never mentioned this to Sant J. He told people that this
afliction was not due to his curse but a case of Divine punishment and
Lord only knew about it. Findly man died of this afliction. Sant J
|eft the place after sometime.

(f) He then came to Nand Pur Kdaur, where Nineth Guru had visited.
He told the priest and priestess that they were to hand over the historic
Gurdwara to the locd committee. They agreed. A village Committee
was formed and Sant J served persondly in Gurdwara | pad a vist
there. Sant Kartar Singh was then appointed to serve in Gurdwara. He
was running Guru-Ka-Langar with sdf-cultivation of land and devoted
fully to the service After his demise, Sant Jawda Singh is currently
incharge of the service and is a great devotee of Gurumat Nam.

(g) Sant Arjan Singh J then moved over to Gurdwara ‘Dukh Niwaran’
Paida Here dso Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib had visted. Maharga
Patida Bhupinder Singh was againg congruction of this Gurdwara, yet
St Arjan Singh and ‘Nihang Singhh Ram Singh J dated the
congtruction work. A lot of work was completed during lifetime of
Sant Arjan Singh. While engaged in this holy service, he left for
Abode-Eternd, ending his life-sojourn. (Narrated by Surjan Singh)

Bhai Arjan Singh’s Service to House of the Guru

Bha Arjan Singh peformed highly dedicated service a the four
hisoric Gurdwaras, which will be remembered forever. After my
imprisonment, he came in contact with Gurumukh, S. Gurdit Singh
‘Magidrate’, a great devotee of The House of Guru. This appeared to
be an act of Divine-Will. S Gurdit Sngh had come to inherit Divine-
Love through his family and was the very personification of dedicated
Love. He had great inclination for research of hitoric Gurdwaras.
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This got further boost when he came in contact with Sant Arjan Singh.
They both started devoting their energies for this cause. Magidrate S.
Gurdit Sngh was an officid of Paida State. He darted his research
work in the state. He was adways looking for old records referring to
old history. These two persons commenced their work with prayer to
The Lord. They came to know of a Mudim family in the stae, who
were engaged in professon of record-keepers of land generation after
generation.  Contacting the current records-keeper, ‘Pawari’ of this
family, they searched through old records, hdd since long. It was
through Divine-Blessing, that they could find four land-demise papers
written in Gurumukhi  Script pertaining to the period of Guru Teg
Bahadur J. These were preserved in a tin container and thus saved
from deterioration. On examining these, they were thrilled beyond
measure. These pertained to the unknown, uncharted Gurdwaras of the
Nineth Guru:

Gurdwara Sahib Nandpur Kaaur

Gurdwara Nathana Sahib

Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib

Gurdwara Muktsar Sahib

With discovery of this information the two devout Gurskhs got into
their service work with rare dedication. Dear, S. Gurdit Singh soon left
for Abode-Divin, yet high soirits of Sant Arjan Singh never got
dimmed. He kept up his yeomanly sarvice a Nandpur Kdaur. The
hidden seet for enswrining Si Guru Granth Sahib, according to the
demise papers was located deep beow. Some rivulet had made its
course over the place and it had stagnant water around that made the
place very muddy. Sant Arjan Sngh J cdled for volunteer Service to
fill up the place with earth and darted leading the service. He caried
basketful loads of earth on his head. His efforts bore fruit. Hundreds
of cart-loads of earth filled up the place. Gurdwara’'s new congtruction
was now on quite a raised ground. The old seat after excavetion is
located below at lower ground and is in good shape. The new building
is beautifully built on a large scde. Landed property was attached to
the Gurdwara Sant J took pains and moved the officids to form a
loca Gurdwara committee and handed over control of the Gurdwara to
the Committee. Thissystem is dill working.
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Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib’s M anagement

After successful completion of his task a Gurdwara Sahib Nandpur, he
moved to the service a Nahana and then on to ‘Dukh Niwaran
Gurdwara Sahib’. He darted locating the place as per the gathered
record, ‘Pettal. | here refer to my own experience and happening in
this context.

Before my imprisonment, | used to vist my dear friend, Gurumukh Sri
Bha (Late) Joginder Singh J, every year a Petida, | would stay with
him for weeks together, sharing our persona thoughts. It was in 1913
that we were waking dong the cand away from city and | fdt the urge
to ease mysdf before evening prayers, Rehras. Bha Joginder Singh J

proposed to head towards a thick forest on right Sde of the cand. At a
little digance we noticed a large Bunyan tree with very inviting cool
ghade. It occurred to us to St in meditation there for a while. However
we got so engrossed, that we did not fed like leaving the place. Thus
we remained till it was time for Rehras. We logt the urge to ease
oursalves, the purpose we had set for. Bha Joginder Singh J was
adept in interpreting Divine hints and concluded that the place must be
related to some specid past soiritud events. Lehd village was nearby.

He gathered three very ederly persons of the village, who were beyond
the age of eghty. They were requested to narate any specid
occurrences pertaining to the Banyan tree.  They told us that the near
by pond is known as ‘Pond of the Akdi’s and is blessed with specid
hedling powers. Irrespective of age or Faith, dl persons hold the pond
as veay holy. We have persond knowledge that newly born anemic
babies from Hindu and Mudim families got heded to glowing hedth
with Nectarine water of this pond. This panacea is dso €fficacious in
the case of Sck animas that have been getting restored to normal
hedth with sorinklings from the pond. On every fifth day of the
waxing moon period many pilgrims of dl Faths from digant places
come here for fulfillment of their cherished wishes We have been
witnessng this Divine-Miracles dl this time of our lives However this
place had not yet attained its due recognition.

After ligening to villagers, Bha Joginder Singh J brought few other
Singhs for a prayer by Five Singhs, ‘Ardasa in the ordained manner.
The prayer was to ask for Divine-Boon to reved the true higtory of the
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place. This was done with utmos religious fervor and reverence. |
returned home after this  With moving times and Divine-Will | was
imprisoned in Jal dungeons. The ‘Patas were discovered by
Magidrae S. Gurdit Sngh and Sant Arjan Singh in 1927-28, as
narrated earlier. This proved to be the place where Guru Teg Bahadur
Sahib had vigited. | cannot reproduce the full text of the ‘Peatta, but the
sdient features were asfollows:

Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib had rested for sometime under the
Banyan tree on hisway to Delhi.

There is reference to the miraculous power of ‘The pond of
Akdis.

There was a prediction, that in times to come a greet city would
flourishinthe area. (Patidacity was not in existence then)

The pond would be transformed into a large, beautiful tank.
Many would get hedled of their afflictions on bathing here,

A maestic Gurdwara Sahib building would be constructed.

When Sant Bha Arjan Singh J came to see Bha Joginder Singh at
Peatida and showed him the discovered records, Bha Joginder Singh
was extremdy thrilled. He was filled with graitude to the Lord for
having granted our prayer in 1913. Though a Sate-officd, yet he
adways had close rdationship with Gurumukh Spiritudigs.  Sant Arjan
Singh was his associge since long and was engaged in service to
Gurdwaras with promptings-divine.  With Bha Joginder Singh as his
hdp-mate, he became gill more enthusastic. They got into the job
with full earnestness. Sant J remained engrossed in meditation day
and night for months together. He remaned lost in degp meditation at
the forlorn place with his bare body, come winter or summer. Such
was the auspicious effect of his penance, that the place acquired fame.
S. Atma Singh, nephew of Bha Joginder Singh, dso joined the project.
As an engineer, S. Atma Singh, produced a mgp of marvelous
architecture for the Gurdwara Shaib building. It appeared that Hand-
Divine was behind this. The map covered quite a few acres of
aurrounding land.  This was occupied fearlesdy by the dedicated
workers. When | got released from Jail in 1930, Bha Joginder Singh J
took me to Pdaida That is the fird time | got the news of Divine-
Acceptance of our prayer. He showed me the work in progress.
Akhand Kirtan Samagams were held at the place and first S Akhand
Pethh by the Jatha performed most enthusasticdly with grest devotion.
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Jahedar Bha Ram Singh of Budha Dd dso joined bringing Singhs of
his Jaha. He too became a keen hdp-mate of Sant Arjan Singh J.
With ceasdess efforts of these two renowned persons for sdfless
service and dedication, Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib acquired high
acclam and fame. Man hurdle was oppostion by Late Maharga
Bhupinder Singh in the place becoming a Panthic center of activity.
However his oppodtion only furthered the glory of the Gurdwara
Shahib a an astonishing pace. Maharga transferred S. Atma Singh,
Engineer to a far off place from Pdtiaa, yet he kept guiding the project
secretly.  The building got fully congtructed in accordance with the
desgned map. When we reached there for the Akhand Kirtan and
Akhand Pathh Samagam, Sant Arjan Singh was there in the garb of a
recluse. He joined us in Kirtan. When | noticed him in that garb, |
chided him quite a bit, “How dare you put on this funny gab as a
Gurskh?”  He immediatdly removed his outer garb that was only a
cloak for his inner wear of Khadsa indgnia and thus proved his abiding
Fath as a Gurskh. He told me amilingly, “With blessings of this garb,
constant offerings of money keep pouring for Gurdwara Sahib. If you
permit, | may keep this cloak over my dress of Five Kakkars” | was
pleased to give my consent. He had barely put on the garb again, when
two queens from Royd Pdace arived in grest devotion. Both made
offerings of Rupees five hundred each for Gurdwara Shaib to Sant Ji.
Everybody around had a good laugh. Within hearing of the queens
Sant J commented. “This is magic of the holy gab. The worldly
Rgas, Ranis and other moneyed people are impressed by holy garb
done. They make handsome offerings and | keep dedicating it dl to
sarvice of the Guru.”

Sant J got busy in condruction of the tank, Sarovar, Sdes. | went
around the wondrous sight of Gurdwara Sahib to my great ddight.
However | was saddened to see great Banyan tree reduced to a mere
gump. All the top branches and their vast expanse were gone. The
memorable ‘Pattal was reproduced on fixed board there. This truly was
satisfying and pleasng. Charged with these emotions | held dear Vir,
Sant Arjan Singh J in tight embrace. He being a man of gest humility
sd, “It is dl Blessing of Guru Sahib.  This is made possble by the
generous and untiring service of ‘Gurmukh Sangat’, congregations of
holies. What can a poor non-entity person like me do by mysdf?” Full
of gréitude to Divine-Power, he let his emotions flow fredy in form of
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uncontrolled tears Humility of spirit filled dl his being. He never
relished the title of ‘Sant’ that people bestowed upon him. He led dl
his life in spirit of poverty. It is very rare to find chaste and righteous
being in the mould of Vir Arjan Singh.

Astonishing Happening at Ambala

Once a person given to jesting and practicad joking engaged innocent
being, Sant Arjan Singh, in tadk a Ambada Keeping him bused in
tak, he led him to the area of prodtitutes. All the progtitutes gathered
around and tried to incite passon and seduce young Bha Arjan Singh
J. FHnding himsdf thus entrgpped, he got infurigied and in Divine
fervor, he sang Gurbani Shabad in loud voice with heart-rending
emotion.  All the proditutes were shaken into redization of their snful
lowliness. They now pleaded with Sant J, “O' Beoved of Guru
Nanak, Gurumukh Sant J! Please pray to the Lord for our
emancipatiion too. We promise to give up our way of dnful living.”
Sant J came out of the place saying, “All shdl have to get Baptised.
Redemption lies only in NamDevotion” They followed him with
remorseful pleadings out into bazaar, but Sant J could dodge away
from them. Many ladies in Petida city worshipped Sant J for his holy
garb and high spiritudity. However Sant J kept dl a a disance with
his doofness of spirit and never dlowed touching of his fest. They
used to lie prodirate a a distance to receive his words of solace
according to Gurumat teechings. In spite of his bet efforts, some
would dill manege to fdl a his fet in his date of sdf-engrossed
meditation. Sant J came to curse his own feet and towards his end
auffered acutdy due to afliction of his fest. He would gmilingly
comment, “I never regarded my feet as my own.” Yet he remaned
wary and shunning those touching his fest and inflicted a curse on his
own limbs. May Guru Blessal guided by Godly dispensation!

Nearing End

He died young and yet his life set an excdlent role modd of Gurskhi.
He had willed that his last rites should not be performed within the
premises of Gurdwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib lest some persons st up a
memorid and dart worship againg Gurmat tenets. However a good
number of people wanted to cremate his body within the holy premises.
A Divine-Provison was made to fulfill his last dedre in kegping with
Gurmat! The manager of Dukh Niwaran Sahib, Sardar Nirma Singh,
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refused permisson, agangt popular demand.  Shortly theresfter |
happened to vist there and asked the Manager about his reasson for
turning down popular demand for cremation of Sant J within premises
of holy Shrine. He explaned that it was to obviae chances of
condructing memorid and its worship agang Gurumat tenets |
gopreciated this view and prased him for thus upholding Vir Sant
Arjan Singh's will. | prayed for Saguru's Blessngs for his Gurumat
gand, but knew that people were dienated due to this decison and
angered.

Sadar Nirma Singh soon logt his well-paid job. Theresfter he could
not find a good post and high sday, but wherever he worked he
maintained uprightness of high principles.  Such people are rare and
Divindy Blessed, as it is not easy to oppose popular view to mantan
high gandard of following Gurumat in red life without Grace of
Satguru.
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CHAPTER 14
SRI DOOLESHAR VIR HIRA HARBACHAN SINGH

S. Man Singh, Head clerk in N0.36 Cavdery, was daying a Ambaa
Cantt. He was a devoted Gurskh and often used to pray with tearful
eyes for soiritud orientation of his youngest son, Harbachan Singh. He
would thank the Lord for dl that was bestowed on him, as the worldly
postion, wedth and dl the comforts Harbachan Singh was his most
beloved child, yet devoid of dl spiritudity while the rest of the family
would pray daly both morning and evening. He would ridicule the
family devotion and the Skh Faith. He was sent to Khasa College
Anritsy with a view to expose him to rdigious environment, that
would possibly evoke his interest in the Faith. However inspite of his
being educated there, he remained more of an aheid. S. Man Singh
pleaded his helplessness towards reforming the boy to God and sought
Divine intervention through his prayers to make Harbachan Singh God-
oriented person.

He would make such prayers tearfully and findly these were answered.

One day our humble Kirtani Jatha came to Ambaa Cantt., attracted by
the love of yearnings of our dear ones, Babu Md Singh and Bha Para
Sngh. We were snging the Divine melody in grest moods, when this
young man passed near by. As he heard the Divine Words of the
music, he sat down right on the spot in the dust of the road as a shot
down bird fdls. The more he heard, the more was the piercing effect
and his redlessness. He even logt his bodily consciousness.
Meanwhile, the great Divine hunter, benevolent Vir, Babu Ma Singh,
sendng the gppropriate occason, got him lifted in the same dgtting
posture and brought him to the assembly. This tearful, new aspirant of
God-Love, was further subjected to the sdly of Divine Kirtan. He just
remained statue-like throughout. The one who used to make so much
fun of the Faith, was now under such a spellbound dtate! At the end of
Akhand Kirtan, full recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Akhand Pethh,
started. It was like the continuous pouring of Blissful Ran day and
night for 48 hours, that imbued the soul of aspirant for Baptism. The
mydtic reciters further heightened the yearnings of Bha Harbachan
Singh for God Love. At 4:30 A.M. once again the Kirtan started just as
the Pathh recitation ended and yet he sat motionless with closed eyes.
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Knowing this to be digible soul and with Divine Prompting, the
Baptisng ceremony was planned. Bha Harbachan Singh was given a
full bath and dressed up in the Khasa garb. He presented himsdf
before the Chosen Five and begged to be Baptised, with folded hands.
Feding the Divine Presence, he was enchanted with anticipation of the
new event. As he recaved the firg drops of ‘Amrit'to drink and
gorinkled in his eyes, his entire bang got flushed with Divine Light and
what followed was &kin to:

TIAG <u3 It Afg ot & gfg Idt
gfo ot s gfo g v A s U3 T 1
AIf3 H & Aaf3s mi uus H & uus Jad
IS H & ITs i S A s afs T ol
dlon & Ui9d 999 & 999 I
I H s TR U I U T I
WAYIH WHTIA vif3 wif3 T 1
g3 3t a9 At

At the very sight all consciousness was lost,
There was neither awareness nor comprehension,
Neither any memory nor contemplation,
Without any sense of knowledge, rendered motionless,
It was beyond endurance and all self-ego was gone,
Lost in Divine Love, devoid of separate existence,

Thisiswonder of the wonder beyond measure.
Kabit Bhai Gurdas Ji

It was three days and three nights that Bha Harbachan Singh had
remained in deep meditation. Just as the Kirtan was non-stop, so aso
was the meditation. The place was full with the holy congregation and
the newly Baptised Khalsa was seated at the rear, behind everybody,
imbued in Nam. Wheress his family had earlier been worried about his
lack of reigions interest, they were now worried for restoring him to a
norma date of ordinary life.  Only his deeply rdigious father, a
Gurskh, S. Man Singh J remained unperturbed. He was infact in a
thankful mood to see his son in advanced date of piritudism.  The
Kirtan was in full swing, when suddenly from his dtting posture, the
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young lovebird flew over the heads of the assembly draight to lie
prograte in front of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. His head touched ground,
while his body swayed in the ar like a winged fish jumping to fly in
mid-air. This was a rare and wonderous scene, which held surprise for
al. The Kirtan was at the pesk and this scene dso held on. Once again
on Divine Prompting, the Kirtaniyas darted to sng the Lavan, the
hymns for a Skh mariage. This was a mariage between a redized
soul with the Divine Lord. The captivating Kirtan on that occason was
never heard before or snce. All the spiritud beings experienced
drange blisfulnesss Just as the Divine couple made love, the holy
congregation and the Kirtaniyas were aso logt in Rapture.  Soon after
Kirtan of Lavan, the song of Divine worship, Aati was sung. With this
a sense of deep Bliss prevailed. As the words, “ Gopal Tera Aarta” (O,
Lord, Thy servant seeks Thy Shdter), the bely swaying in mid ar
cane down to eath and the newly wed remained mationless in
progtrate meditation.

All got sunned with premonition. To dispd dl fears and anxiety, the
chosen Five brought Bha Harbachan Singh to his consciousness. With
loving care, he was taken to the adjoining room for ret. Generd
access was redricted and the family got reassured of his well-being.
Reging for the night, he was dill enjoying his smran. He took his
morning bath aong with others, meditated and recited daly prayers.
Asa-Di-Va Kirtan darted, with Bha Harbachan Singh in atendance.
Moved by the Kirtan, he laid prostrate while doing loud Simran.  Along
with the Kirtan, he kept his Smran in tune. In this Divine Rapture, al
sense of time was lost.  On didtribution of Karah Prasad, Vir Harbachan
Sngh's hunger for Divine Love was saisted with the Prasad.
Meanwhile the touring party, ‘The divine friends who had arrived at
home took leave to continue their sojourn. All departed, leaving
behind the Love Lorn, Bha Harbachan Singh dl done. Following this,
whenever there was an occason for a Samagam, this Divindy
prompted, Bha Harbachan Singh, would dso come. His spiritudity
remaned at the same pesk. He never showed off his high state and
remained a humble householder and a true renouncer.

Bha Habachan Singh was highly compassionate and large hearted.
Very few equd him as unknown benefactor. He would think nothing
of sacrificing his dl for a good cause.  Whenever it was thought of
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secting him among the Chosen Fve during baptisng ceremonies, he
would remain humble in offering his services He was never stubborn
and dso abided by the generd decisons. He never yearned for any
postion. He was Divindy blessed and enjoyed Divine favour. This
continued for many years.

The march of times took him to foreign countries as member of the
amy before | was jalled in 1915. This was during the World War. It
was a Divine Coincidence, that Babu Md Singh J adso accompanied
him.  While | enjoyed meditaion during my life imprisonment in the
jals, these two remained imbued in Nam even in the war torn foreign
lands. The great souls like Bhai Harbachan Singh, Babu Ma Singh and
young divine, Sant Maghar Singh J got involved in the war effort.
Probably that sustained the bureaucratic government of the British or
ese it would have fdlen due to the injustice meted out to many jailed
goiritudids.  There is no denying tha sufferings of the holy ones
subjected to davery of foreign rule and vicisstudes of the War, were
much more than the sufferings of those of us, dedicated to freedom
druggle, in the dark dungeons of Indian jals. | heard about the
hardships under gone by Bhai Harbachan Singh, that can be better
described by the persond witness, Babu Ma Singh J. | can only say,
that when | met him on his return after the War, his face shone with
even gregter glory than | had known before.  Though the military
doctors and the wdl known civil medicd practitioners had confirmed
his suffering from a termind disease, that could prove fad any
moment, yet this God-oriented, splendid persondity remaned in high
spirits throughout. He was never seen wearing a worried look, n anger
or unduly concerned. A picture of tolerance and peace, he was aways
in mediitation, touching new heightsin spiritud glory.

The incidents of his spiritud experiences are best known to his long-
time associate, Babu Md Singh J. How much to write about his divine
virtuous character! One can go on and on. He was a true picture of an
ided Gurskh. Whenever | read the mention of accomplished Gurskhs
in the Vars and Kabit Sawiyas of Bha Gurdas J, | picture my dear,
Bha Harbachan Singh J, whose life bears close resemblance to the
description.  Even though he has bodily departed from this trangtory
world, yet | have never felt that he has left us. He was detached from
Worldliness, like the lotus flower in water. Untouched by the worldly
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attachments or by the bodly sufferings, he left in a whiff for his

heavenly abode. However his spiritud presence is dways felt by the
ones united with him in spiritud ties, as though he never departed.



Rangle Sgjjan
CHAPTER 15
A UNIQUE LIFE STORY OF HIGHLY
SPIRITUALISED LAD
BHAI GURBAKHSH SINGH JI ‘KAMAL PUR’

He was a rare example of intense spiritua Sate a a very young age. It
was a matter of destiny that Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh was so deeply
engrosed in soiritudity as a sudent of tenth grade in Madwa Khdsa
School, Ludhiana.  The pangs of Divine Love were unbearable for him.
He had strong belief that the assembly of those wel versed in matters
of Divine gather together somewhere near Ludhiana. It sO happened,
that Akhand Pethh Samagam had just commenced at village Narangwa
in the house of Bha Kishan Singh (Jung ke). The five persons sdlected
for recitation of Pathh were accomplished GurSikhs, abiding by the life
of meditationd devotion and had acquired the datus of Divine
Recognition.  Meanwhile, Giani Nahar Singh of the Khasa High
School arived with a batch of school students, who were keen to get
Baptised. This included Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh ‘Kamd Pural. Those,
who desired to be baptised, took full bath and came to lisen to the
Akhand Pathh.

The tradition was that the hopefuls for Baptisn were to lisen to the
entire recitation of Akhand Pathh for the 48 hours. All such sudents
joined in the prayer for dating the recitation. Bha Gurbakhsh Singh
dso dsood in the prayer with grest fedings of joy and anticipation.
After the prayer, dl the listeners took up their seats. Of dl these, only
Bha Gurbakhsh Singh ligened to the entire recitetion from the
beginning to the end. He went without any food or drink except the
holy Karah Prasad as the divine gift. He never had any urge to leave
and was devoted to lisening Gurbani in thought, word and deed, fully
engrosed.  As he went on ligening, the splendour of his face shined
more and more gracefully. It appeared that he had inherited the
devotiond love from his God-oriented father from early childhood.
This was his fird such experience. It was as if he was getting drunk
with ligening to Gurbani’s piercing words. His yearning to Love kept
mounting. The readers of the Pathh aso directed sdlies of Gurbani to
further accentuate this love of devotion and Bha Gurbakhsh Singh's
yearning kept mounting. This was the firg example, noticed on close
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scrutiny, as if dl his body hairs were responding to the stimuli, like it is

sad in Gurbani,
J9Hfy IfH 3fH afg fore |
IHIH How' A fAT diAfe [¢8q)

Every pore of God-oriented recites the divine Naam.
Ramkali M:1 Sidh Gosht [941]

Either the efficacious recitation of Pathh or some previous experience
of Gurmat Naam was leading to the sate of uncontrollable ecstasy.
The day and night continuous pouring of this Elixir through ligening to
Gurbani was causng intoxicating exhilaration. His face glowed in
plendour and mixed with his youthful and natural handsomeness, such
a glory was unbearable for a beholder. The word came from the Five
chosen ones for the baptisng ceremony after full bath once agan.
These Five were the same, who had been reciting the Pathh. Every
candidate for Baptism sarted presenting himsdlf before the chosen five.
Only four of the hopefuls were selected to receive Baptism.

Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was found not to be lacking in any respect and
was sdected after full scruting. The next to be consdered was Bhai
La Singh, secretary Sikh Youth Society, Ludhiana He coud not ligen
to the entire recitation, yet he did ligen most of it. There was not much
problem in his sdection. It pleesed him immensdy to have been
sdected. The third was Bha Nahar Singh (now Giani Nahar Singh).
Though his spiritual concentration was found wanting, yet he had an
ingpirationa role for many others and this weighed with the five chosen
ones. The fourth sudent was Bhai Khem Singh from village Rakba (he
IS NO more).

As Bha Gurbakhsh Singh received his firg d9p of Anvit, he log dl his
bodily awareness and with the firs sprinkling of Amrit in his eyes his
eyes rolled up. His inner spiritual sense was awakened, though he logt
dl physcd awareness He was enjoying this inner bliss His face
shined with glory and his entire being was filled with Naam. The font
of divine Hixir from within & the navd darted functioning with full
force. He joined his hands subconscioudy, as though he was praying
for the strength to bear this great unbearable spiritud experience. Thus
he was adle to enjoy his inner supreme bliss Even the chosen five
were amazed. This was the fird such case, where quick spiritua
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change was observed during the baptisng ceremony itsdf. What to
tak of Bha Gurbakhsh Singh's inner experience even we the beholders
fdt the touch of divine awareness, of the spiritua world. All the bodily
pain, hunger and sorrows were forgotten. There was no urge to eat or
drink and thisinner blisswas dl that one wished to perpetuate.

We logt sense of time and a the end of baptisng ceremony, | left for
the Ravine accompanied by two other chosen ones. We found that the
two newly baptised, Bha Gurbakhsh Singh and Bha Ld Singh were
following us. It was as if in a moment we dl reached our dedtination,

the lovdy spot in the middle of two villages Narangwd and Gujjarwd.

By the gde of the lake with cler water Bha Gurbakhsh Singh st in
meditation. The res of us wached him, from our digant dtting or
lying pogtion, in our date of rgpture.  This way our minds aso took to
deep meditation. Bha Ld Singh was rolling in divine reslessness We
had come off to this forlorn place without the food being served. We
fet we had been away for a few hours and that people after waiting
were now about to head towards us carrying our food. All of us had the
common urge to leave that place and go to some unknown place, where
we might not be found.

God knows what propelled us and where.  We found ourselves within
the bounds of village Phdewd a a disance of aout 5 km, not
knowing how and when we crossed Gujjaawad. Here we decided to
head for the cottage of Bhai Sarwan Singh, outsde Phaewd. This was
another lonely place. Outside the cottage and near the wel sat Bha
Gurbakhsh Singh and dated the Kirtan with Piercing love cry. It
resched far off in that wilderness as we dl joined in this snging. Bhai
Sawan Singh brought out the musicd ingruments. We got log in a
long Kirtan sesson of bewitching music. When we opened our eyes
we found many people of the village had joined us, including our dear
Baba Ram Sngh J and his wife Mata Prem Kaur with moist eyes.
Telepathicadly it was decided to dat another Akhand Pathh in the
cottage.  Everything was ready. In the same mood of intoxicated
gnging, we assembled in the cottage. Agan Kirtan dated in the
presence of S Guru Granth Sahib with yet more newly arived
Kirtaniyas. The Kirtan lagted till 1:00 am. All this was hgppening
under the loving inspiration of Baba Ram Singh. We dated the
morming prayers, Nitnem Pathh and then Asa-Di-Var Kirtan at 4:00 am.
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This was the fird Kirtan where invisble noble souls joined in. It
became s0 atractive and intoxicating, that whosoever came became
logt in divine love and had no will to leave. Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was
an immensdy amazing Sght.

At the end of Sii Asa-Di-Var Kirtan, Sri Akhand Pathh started at 11:30
am. Once again the Akhand Pathhis, the reciters, were incarnations of
divine love, one better than the other. For hours at a sretch, the reciters
would go on with a clear loud voice, piercing the hearts of the listeners,
who were just spdlbound. Every line of Pahh was making immense
impact on the souls. The firgt Pathhi also sat near the next reciting one
and got logt in meditation. Suddenly it occurred to me, that now Bha
Gurbakhsh Singh should dart reciting. Neither, | knew nor had he
actudly been engaged in such pathh earlier. Ingantly making Akhand
Pathhi of a 16-year-old youth was the miracle of the Satguru. This
heart to heart message prompted Bha Gurbakhsh Singh and he went
and stood behind the two Pathhis. He picked up the line of the fast
flow behind the two pathhis of Pethh recitation and recited in such a
loud voice that the two pathhis lovingly gave way. Then the love-
imbued Bha Gurbakhsh Singh, filled emotiondly with a dear and loud
tone darted the Pathh. All were surprised beyond measure and got
submerged in the pouring Gurbani Elixir.  They dl dated swaying
with the divine intoxication. The glory of Bha Gurbakhsh Singh's face
was indecribable. It became an amazing sght.  The men and women
gtting far away got up and with folded hands started enjoying the bliss
of Gurbani. This recitation continued for five hours.  Everybody
remaned trandfixed in whatever podtion they were. As the word
goread in adjoining villages, people started pouring and the londly spot
became a place of rgoicing for a multitude of people. The entire
Akhand Pathh was conducted in the same vein.

After the digribution of Karah Prasad, the five of us soon left for yet
another unknown degtination. Once again the prepared food and those
saving it wated for us in van. We wee waking as though
gpelbound. This was Baisskh (April), 1910 and fairly hot. We were
al bare footed. We had tied blankets on our heads as turban, Kirpans
dung across our bodies, the circular chakkar around our necks, covered
with a sheet and wearing kachheras. Nobody knew where we were
headed. Wherever Bha Gurbakhsh Singh stopped, singing soulful
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Gurbani, dl would stop. Seeing the high spiritua date of Bha
Gurbakhsh Singh dl were happy, yet Bha La Singh was woe begone
and rolled over the hot sands. He was sorry that he could not attain the
same intense date as Bha Gurbakhsh Singh on Baptism We used to
drag the prodrating Bhai La Singh to continue our journey, tha had no
charted course or destination.

We found oursdves a the Kila Rapur ralway ddion.  The
dationmaster was a keen Sikh devotee. He put chairs for us a the
plaform.  Trains going in opposte directions were going to cross a
this gation. When it was nearing time, he came to ask me about the
ticket and our new destination. We expressed our ignorance. He was
perplexed and wanted to know what he was supposed to do. We dill
could not decide, yet we knew we were heading some destined place.

Finadly it was decided that the Station Master should stand before the
ticket admirah with closed eyes and recite Mool Mantra and then
wherever his hand would go, he should pull fve tickets for us. We had
explaned that we had no money to buy the tickets He went away
saying that dl money belong to the Guru. He returned with tickets for
Ambda Cantt. Bha Sawan Singh immediady concluded that this
draw is made by the souls of Babu Md Singh and Bha Fiara Singh. It
S0 happened, that one of us, Bha Waryam Singh had some money to
pay for the tickets.

The train for Ludhiana arived a the platform. Just before departure,
two Skhs from Kila Raipur came and offered us the syrup drink in iron
bowls. They made an earnest request to accept the drink. We had been
without food or drink for a long time. We gratefully accepted. The
drink further rguvenated our spirits and our meditated recitation of
Nam became louder. In this imbued dae, Bha Gurbakhsh Singh
darted snging the hymn soulfully:

HS Hfs gy &t ofg 319 I
33 Ho®' 8 [C€q]
My mind is pierced with the arrow of divine love.
Rag Gond [861]

As he sang, he became more and more intoxicated and the flow of his
tears was uncontrollable.  The yeaning of love moved dl the
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passengers and irrespective of thar faith, dl had tears in their eyes with
emation.

Restlessness of a Muslim Holy

When the train reached the next dation, a Mudim holy cried out, “O
Lord! This young lad has daughtered me. God knows whét life giving
substance he has obtained. | can be saved only if | too get this precious
commodity or ese this life is worthless” Some ignorant people asked
us whether Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh was crying due to loss of some dear
one. The Mudim Fakir would say, “O poor fools! Look at the
splendour of his face. These are the symptoms of great Renouncers
of the world.” This gdtuation continued till Ludhiana  Many
passengers forgot to get down at the intermediate stations. We had to
change the train & Ludhiana. Many passengers started pleading with
us to let them accompany us. Unmindful of al such pleas, we boarded
the Ambala train in our own intoxicated moods. The Kirtan continued
in our new compartment al through the journey. Many were the souls
moved and left behind. There was to be another change a Rgjpura, but
the train was delayed and we reached Ambada late a night. What was
the source of guidance is source of mystery. At 11:00 pm we knocked
a the door of Bha Piara Singh, who is now Col. Piara Singh, ‘Jaipur
wal€e.

The Happenings at Ambala Cantt.

Bha Piaa Singh was ready with food for us, as if he had been
expecting us. He cdled Babu Ma Singh J from his quarter No.18 to
join us. Babuji wanted to know why we waked down from the Cantt.
Rly dation, whereas on just a word transport could be arranged and
they would have been there to receive us. Bha Piara Singh, who had
some inkling daified tha they were not aware of ther journey.
Interrupting him, our companion Bha Sarwan Singh ‘The Redeemed
Living sad, pointing towards Bha Gurbakhsh Singh, tha we had
brought the "Divine Gift' and we had been guided by the Divine power
dl dong. This triggered Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh's limitless yearning of
Divine Love and the Kirtan dated. However on Bha Paa Singh's
inggtence, that we had dready been without food for many days and
nights, we agreed to have dinner. Soon we were dl in meditation. The
amy personne had to go for duty in the morning and we went to a
nearby well and relaxed on the sandy bed. The sun came up and none
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of the amy men came back. We fdt the urge to start our return
journey. We were about to Start when Babu Ma Singh came aong
with a bucket and rope. He red lowered the bucket in the well and was
holding the rope. This is 4ill fresh in my memory. He had understood
in his mind aout our decison to return through his inner power. He
sang aoud this hymn with great emotion,

NIt ¥%d HAZ JefAy Jeie |
et q9er 1, @9 ¢, UG ac

The shoes of my skin wear the Sikhs of my Guru.
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 9, Pauri 18

These words were like a rasp to our souls. His feding of intense love
melted our hearts as he sang with his upturned face. He sang the hymn
with great fedings and thus we gave up our plans to return. We
became daves to Babu J. The congregation assembled for Akhand
Pathh Samagam and we returned as the humble dust of their feet.

The Samagam commenced with the usud tradition. All the amy
personnel of cavdry, plaoons and atillery poured in. This was a
unique soulful AsaDi-Va Kirtan a 4.00 an. The sound of Kirtan
reeched far off. There were no loud speskers those days and in any
case this was not required. The Kirtan used to be natura, automatic
and goontaneous, manly for the enjoyment of the Kirtaniya
himsdf/hersdf and not to please others or win recognition. There was
no consderation to have a great assembly. The lovers of Kirtan were
dravn like moths to a lamp on ther own, through the divine
communication. In this case the word had aready spread about the
samagam. The devoted Skhs, accustomed to get up in the ambrosa
hours a 2:00AM, came down &fter reciting their Nithem bani and got
tuned to the divine word. As they poured in, the Kirtan became more
and more forceful. The passage of time was not noticed and it Al
gppeared as extenson of the ambrosa hours. Soon &fter the prayer a
the end of Kirtan, Sri Akhand Pethh darted. The detalls of this Pathh
are described in Bha Harbachan Singh's life events.  Here it would
auffice to say that soon after the Pathh, another Akhand Pathh was
dated. At the end of second Pathh, Amrit Sanchar, Baptisng
ceremony, dated. While dl others left after digtribution of Karah
Prasad, those associated with baptisng, the chosen five and the
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hopefuls remained. The Akhand Pathhis, who had been reciting the
Pathh were the chosen five, including Bha Gurbekhsh Singh. The
miraculous events during the ceremony are pat of the story of Bha
Harbachan Singh J.

Patiala Samagam

At the end of Samagam dl others took to their worldly duties and those
devoted to divine love continued in their own persuit.  The foursome of
Bha Sawan Singh, Bha Wayam Singh, Bha Gurbakhsh Singh and
Bha Ld Sngh fdt an urge to vist Hazoor Sehib. It was a divine
occurance, that a the same time Bha Piaa Singh amd Babu Ma
Singh, comprehending this untold decison, came forward with the
requiste cash. At that time, | recelved the teepathic message to
proceed to Patidla with the entire Jatha for starting Sri Akhand Pathh
there. Bha Atma Singh from Moga (who aways remained Nam-
intoxicated and was known as Avdhoot (ascetic) Atma Singh) had
come from Patida with this misson and was present throughout the
Ambda Samagam. Though dl had fdt the pull for Patida yet the
reolute, Bha Sarwan Singh remained deadfast in his resolve to vist
Hazoor Sahib. Bha Wayam Singh dso dded with him dong with
Bha Gurbakhsh Sngh and Bha Lad Singh. | had fet srong urge for
Paida While | sarted for Patida and happily agreed for the vist to
Hazoor Sahib by the other four to satisfy their urge. However | had felt
that they would reach Patida before the end of Akhand Pethh there.
Bha Gurbakhsh Singh, though inclined to accompany me, went away
with the rest.

| reeched Pdtida to join in the Akhand Pathh. S Bha Joginder Singh
J and Bibi Harbans Kaur were ddlighted. The Patida Sangat, that had
caued the Divine pull, assembled. The life giving, blissul Kirtan
gsarted. The foursome, that had proceeded to Hazoor Sahib, returned
soon after reaching there.  They just did not fed like prolonging their
day. God done knows how this transpired. | saw them to my surprise
just before the Kirtan after Akhand Pathh Bhog.

Bha Gurbakhsh Sngh met me mogt afectionatdy. He had not eaten

after departing from Ambala Such were the pangs of our love. His
radiant glory was further enhanced, that had infatuated al the
beholders. As soon as Bha Gurbakhsh Singh joined in Kirtan, there
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was an environment of spiritud aroma and powerful emotiond snging,
that engrossed al the ligeners. At the end of Kirtan, a message from
Ludhiana was received.

All were wondering a& Mawa Khasa High School, Ludhiana about the
sudden-disgppearance of Bha Gurbakhsh Singh and Bha Ld Singh.
Bha Gurbakhsh Singh's father, who was a great Skh and employed in
a Frontier Skh Army unit a& Banu as a prominent Granthi, had come to
Ludhiana to ask the school management for immediate mesting with
his son. It is not known how he came to know about his disgppearance.
A rumor had ganed currency that after Phdewa Samagam, the
disappearance was a Divine Act to some unknown place. No body had
yet known our whereabouts. However some Singhs of our Jatha had
the hunch that truth would be known a Patida Bha Gurbakhsh Singh
had no more inclination to return to his School, yet he was ready to
abide by the congregational decison. After some deliberation, it was
decided to seek guidance from Sri Guru Granth Sahib.  Accordingly the
Divine Scriptural guidance was sought. It read, " Prehlad got imbued
in Divine Nam and infatuated other students” This led to the
decison, that this young student has a duty to spiritudise many others
a school through his own example.  This decison immensdy pleased
the messengers from Ludhiana and they took this news to Ludhiana of
the expected return soon.

EVENTSAT LUDHIANA

The next day not only the sudents and the gaff of the Khasa High
School but dso those of the adjoining schools had assembled in the
school Gurdwara.  The members of Management Committee of the
Mawa Khdsa High School were filled with eager anticipation of our
ariva from Petida We, dong with Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh landed at
Ludhiana Ralway Station. We were informed of the gathering a the
school Gurdwara, waiting for us.  We dl gated marching towards
school in great devotiona mood. To our surprise, we found hafway
that Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was missing. We were flabbergasted as to
what would we present to the assembly. Meanwhile Avdhoot (Ascetic)
Bha Atama Singh J consoled us not to worry, tha Bha Gurbakhsh
Singh would land back soon from nowhere. We knew that he enjoyed
some specid spiritudl powers, so we requested him to envison where
Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was. He envisoned him to be meditating by the
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riversde near a bush and offered to go and fetch him. He soon
disappeared and we stood there praying. As we opened our eyes, we
found both Bha Atma Singh and Bha Gurbakhsh Singh coming. We
met embracing each other as though we were meeting after long.
Happily then we again resumed our journey.

We found the assembled Sangat in Gurdwara enjoying Gurbani Kirtan.

As we reached we were aso snging Kirtan, led by Bha Gurbakhsh
Sngh. He was pouring out his heart in the Divine meody. With his
dress of black turban, kachhera, wrapping a cloth around him and
wearing the Khasa wegpons like chakar, Kirpan, etc., he looked smple
and yet held a Royd persondity as a ‘Rule’ of the entire world. The
radiance of his youthful face was amazing, with a touch of Divine
intoxication. He prograted before Sri Guru Granth Sahib and when he
got up, he sang a hymn loudly in a piercing pitch. The ertire assembly
was thrilled. Our dnging fird adong with Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was
followed by repetition snging by the entire congregation. At the end of

this hymn snging, many students stood up to request for Baptism. The
Second-Master of the school, Bha Harbhagat Singh Ji, announced that
the following day there would be Akhand Pathh a his house and the
Baptizing Ceremony would follow for dl the aspirants.

The scheduled Akhand Pathh Samagam darted, but the aspirants for
receiving Beptian dedred that ther bedoved Babu Md Singh, Bha
Para Singh and Si Bha Harbachan Singh ‘Duleshar’ be present. As
the AsaDi-Va Kirtan started, the cadl of Divine Love brought al these
three persons from Ambda Cantt. Somehow Sant Hira Sigh J
‘Daudpur Wealeé  adso came dong as dso Si Bha Joginder Singh from
Paida Such are the amazing coincidences in work of the Divine. The
titillating Kirtan ended and Si Akhand Pethh recitation darted. The
tradition was followed and there was continuous ligening by ful
gathering of the entire Pahh. The emotions were particulaly high
when it was the turn of Bha Gurbakhsh Singh to recite and dl were
just swaying. All the aspirants for Baptism were paticularly present
throughout. Once again there was Akhand Kirtan after the Pathh.
When Kirtan ended and the Karah Prasad was didributed, only the
Pathhis, reciters of Pathh, as the Chosen Five and the aspirants for
Amrit remained there.
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The most beloved, Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh, sat in attendance of Sii Guru
Granth Sahib. All was ready for Baptisng Ceremony. About 150
aspirants waited in the adjoining room and were cdled in one by one to
edablish ther suitability. Findly only 38 were sdected, while it was
fdt that the rest need to be enamoured further more with Divine Love
to quaify for being Baptised. Out of this sdected group few names
that | remember are mentioned below:

Si Bha Igbd Singh of Village Bopara (Ludhiana),

Si Bha Pradhan Singh of Village Jandi (Ludhiana),

Si Bha Kehar Singh,

Si Bha Sunder sngh Ghuman (Ludhiana),

Si Bha Santa Singh, a Budding Vir ‘Musgpurid (digtrict
Jdanhar)

6. Si Bha Nirbha Singh J of Village Ldton and others.

agrODNE

In turn they lit many more souls with Nam-enlightenment.

The chain reaction of this dedicated Love resulted in many more such
groups of the Baptised Khasa. All were keen Kirtaniyas and followed
the code of inner and outer discipline drictly, in their daly living.
They obsarved the meditationd Ambrosd hours by risng a 2:00
AM.,, full bath and recitation of Nit Nem Banis. AsaDi-Var Kirtan
was dso a daily routine. Rest of the time was devoted to studies. Their
continuous breath-by-breath Simran and drict discipline got the school
authorities worried about the dudies, yet dl such students passed with
high credits.  In spite of their good showing in studies, some kind of
criticiam was dways there.  Wearing of the Kirpan was normdly not
alowed in schools, but nobody dared to object in their case.  All the
members of the management felt that Bha Gurbakhsh Singh had
converted the school from an inditution of dudies to the inditution for
spiritudity, affecting dl the sudents.

Bha Puran Singh J ‘Janetpur’ sarted a separate kitchen for Sarbloh
Bibek, for those edting food in iron utensls, prepared by Baptised
Skhs. He was so much devoted to this service, that he hardly had time
to attend school. He had a very srong Faith. He was raredly seen
degping and mostly remained in meditation. He dways sat across Bha
Gurbakhsh Singh to ligen dtentively to the Kirtan. He was an
accomplished Akhand Pethhi, who would go on reciting Pahh for
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hours in loud and clear voice a a fast speed and yet each word could be
understood by the liseners. During recitation, his face would glow.
Thus there were two Akhand Pathhis and they hardly needed a third
one for complete recitation of Akhand Pathh. There were series of
Akhand Pathhs. Many such Akhand Pethhis had appeared. In the
school boarding house these Divingly intoxicated ones remained ever
imbued in Nam.

There was a Youth Organization, Bhujhangi Sabha, those days. All the
Skh Students were its members. They used to celebrate the two
Gurpurabs of Si Guru Nanak Sahib and Si Guru Gobind Singh J
every year with great fan-fare. There was no other Sikh Organization
in Ludhiana, which could manage such cdébrations.  This was
achieved with dedication of these young Baptised Skhs, with Bha
Gurbakhsh Singh as their role modd and leader.

Bha Gurbakhsh Singh completed his matriculation from the school and
took up sarvice a Patida There he enjoyed the company of Bhai
Joginder Singh J, Bha Atma Singh J and Bha Jaswant Singh J. In
1914-15 the entire Jatha got entangled in the Mutiny Cases. | was sent
for 16 years imprisonment to far off places During this period in
pursuit of the household duties and in accordance with Divine Will,
Bha Gurbakhsh Singh went to Arabian countries to earn his living. By
the time | returned after my jal term, Bha Gurbekhsh Singh dso
reurned from oversees. With his say abroad and undesirable
company, there was a dide down in his spiritud date from the apex,
where he had reached.

However he 4ill had the old influence of holy congregations in him and
he once again regained his origind dae after presenting himsdlf before
the Chosen Five and the corrective measures.  His wife, Bibi Kartar
Kaur, dso went through this orded. She was a straightforward spiritud
being. She let out loud cries in the presence of the Chosen Five and
had to be pacified by Bha Gurbekhsh Singh. After this there were
many Samagams hed a Kamd Pura.  As in Gurbani, "The Divinely
devoted are the redeemers of their entire family’, Bha Gurbakhsh
Sngh got his whole family Baptised. All the villagers hdd him in
grest edeem and with his initigtive the village got a Khasa High
School. He served as the Divinity teacher. He was seen a dl the Jatha
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Samagams whether in Delhi, Abetabad, Kashmir, etc. He was verily a
pillar of the Faith.

He was 4ill young, when his earthly sojourn neared its end. He used to
indicate to me that not many days were left for him, though he was
seemingly whole and hearty. But when the find death cdl comes,
nothing is of any aval. | was enjoying my meditaiond mood a my
house in Narangwa, when his son, Kaka Harcharan Singh, came with a
worried look. He informed, that Bha Gurbakhsh Singh was very
restless and that there was request for me to pray for his relief. The boy
left immediady after this message. | prayed to the Satguru for his
peace and that was about the time that he bresthed his last, with these
blessngs for Eterna Peacel The next message of his death reached
Narangwd in quick successon. Bha Gurbakhsh Singh had desred,
that his last rites be performed only in my presence. | rushed, to Kamal
Pura  The entire family was reciting Nam, dtting around the bier.
Many people had gathered from far and near. The entire school
sudents and staff were ready with school band. The environment was
very peaceful. The sense of grief prevaling then defies description.
Thus depated my dear Bha Gurbakhsh Singh, leaving behind the
mourning multitudes.  Among the prominent, Lae Divine Imbued
Singhs of the Jatha, Bha Gurbakhsh Singh stands out as the foremost
personality. | aways treasure his memory deep in my heart.
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CHAPTER 16

A GREAT SAINT SRIMAN
BHAI HARBANS SINGH JI ‘MUNISHAR’

The title of ‘Munishar’, The Great Ascetic, was bestowed by members
of Akhand Kirtani Jatha on Bha Habans Sngh J. He was highly
economical with words and would mosly remain sdf-engrossed in
thoughts-divine.  Thus he was a complete practitioner of ‘golden
dlence in accordance with Gurmat. Beng chest-and-shoulders high
above generd ‘Munnis sdf-contained holies, he came to be known as
‘Munishar’, grestest of them dl! He kept his composure with rare
diginction about his high spiritudity, without meking any show of it or
sense of bloating over it.  His breath-by-bresth Divine-Memory,
‘Simran’, was a ceasdless automatic process. He was blest with Nam-
Glory and his face shone in splendor-Divine. Rare of the rarest was his
cae of ddving in ‘Guma’ a such an ealy age  He was
personification of sefless sarvice to others in need. He was untiring as
practitioner in study of Gurbani and cover-to-cover recitation of ‘Sri
Gruru Granth Sahib’.  Whenever a Singh in hard financd Stuation
needed help in reciting ‘Akhand Peathh', he would volunteer himsdf.
He never accepted any offering for such service, not even the meds in
gpite of dl the requests. He was observing the sdf-discipline of esting
in ded utensls, ‘Sarab-Loh', and take self-prepared meals only once in
a day. He rendered this kind of service during ‘Akhand-Pethhs very
frequently. Once he got wind of the news, he would be the firs to
reech and dat off ‘Pahh’ recitation after making prayers dl by
himsdf. He would keep reciting for seven hours a a dretch, before
others could join in to take turn of recitations.

There is a village, ‘Mehman Singh wad, a a disance of one mile from
Narangwa. Bha Harbans Singh bdonged to this village. He would
vist me every morning and evening. He was dways keen to join me
during outsde samagams. Though young in yeas yet his wdl-
matured persondity earned hm respect of one and dl in Jatha He was
a great devout and got Baptised a very ealy age. His father, Bha
Dharam Singh had proceeded to North America, where his services to
the community were highly acknowledged. The family had good
landed property. The land was cultivated by Bha Harbans Singh's
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elder brother. Bha Harbans Singh joined the army a the age of
gxteen. There he came to enjoy the holy company of a ‘Gurmukh
Head Granthi’ Bha Kahan Singh ji of No. 15 Skh Patoon. His
marriage was proposed a an early age, yet his spirit of renunciation
never let him indulge in family life It would not be an over datement
to say that, he remained chagte dl his life. His thoughts were dways
focused on ‘Nam’ and ‘Gurubani’. He had the spiritud power to know
inner and unexpressed thoughts of others. He was a great companion to
me. It was my repeated experience that at the very occurrence of a
catan thought to me he would dat implementing it in action.
Though blest with this unique power, he would never show off but
reman df-contained. He was a very rae specimen of most
unfatigable sdfless service, endowed with dl Gurmat virtues and ever
blisful.

My firg meeting with Bha Harbans Singh J was in 1915, when | was
under arest in Mutiny case and being transferred from ‘Lohat Vadi’ to
Ludhiana  Lohat-Vadi falls in Nabaha date a about 20 Kms from
Narangwd. | was hdd in custody there for about one and a half
months. When | was informed of being chalaned to Ludhiana, | sent a
telepathic message to my close piritud friend in village Gujewd. |
requesed him to join me a Kila Rapur ralway daion during my
journey from Ahmed Garh to Ludhiana Complying with my request
Vir Si Surjan Singh J joined me in the same rail-compartment of the
tran. My escorts, a Police Sergeant and one Sepoy, were very
condderate in dlowing Bha Surjan Singh to st next to me. He had a
young companion, whose growth of beard was just gppearing. His face
was radiant with spiritud glory that was unbearable to behold. It was
ggn of his high spiritudity that his automatic ‘Simran’ of Nam with
every breath was audible. He held dl my dtention beginning with the
vay firg look & him. His sght induced Nectarian taste of Nam and
made me forget dl my worldly concerns. So engrossed | became with
this young Living-Emancipated Bha Harbans Singh that | ignored the
purpose of my cdling Bha Surjan Singh in the fird place. | enquired
about his identity. Bha Surjan Singh explained that Bha Harbans
Singh of ‘Mehma Singh Waa village had been rdeased from military
savices and was new entrant into Jatha He further told about his
desre to offer himsdf for the highest sacrifice in pursuit of Jatha's
idels  This was the brigf glancing of beaming and spiritudly
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brimming ‘Vir Habans Sngh. In dl humility | conveyed my message
to dl members of Kirtani Jetha through Bha Surjan Singh to remain
norntconspicuous and keep out of trouble in the turbulent politica
times. This request was dso made gpplicable to Bha Harbans Singh J
at that time.

Next | met Bha Harbans Singh on my release after sxteen years of jall
period. Full beard now adorned his face. Thereafter he became my
condant companion. During Akhand Kirtan Samagams his single-
minded devotion led his soul to high spiritud flight and highest Bliss.
He was an excdlent Kirtaniya and would sng in soaring spirits.  He
would observe slence for long hours after Kirtan. He spent his entire
life in environment of ‘Gurmat’, blesx with limitless Divine-Grace of
Guru. Ever gnce | dated coming to ‘Kumar Hatti’ hills for Nam
meditation, he used to be with me as ‘True Munishar’. He was full of
love for savice He would lose himsdf totdly in engrossment of
Divine-Meditation a top of the hills without any body awareness.
There is a dean piece of rock in those hills where he often sat in
meditation. This has come to be known as ‘Munishar’'s Stone. He
was beloved of every member of the Jatha, cherished by one and dl.
He would not dlow anvy lethagic drowsness in himsdf during
meditation, sanding on one leg nightlong. He was a man in hurry for
merger into Divine and a ‘Devoted-Lover’. This kind of single-minded
Divine-Love was an act of Grace of the Lord a an early age. He had
been a great devout in his earlier lives and in this life too; he was totaly
devoid of worldliness. Evil in thought, word or deeds was unknown to
him. He was a man of trangparent smplicity, honesty of purpose and
princely bearing as Prince-Divine!

His earlier associate, Bhai Kahn Singh Granthi, hgppened to comment
once that Bha Habans Singh must leave behind his pogerity and
proposed marriage for him. The suggestion found his acceptance, but
he wanted a like-minded religious devout as a match. After coming in
contact with me, this thought was abandoned by him. He dways sad
that he was spiritually wedded to Lord Divine and there is no scope for
another relationship. Blessed was this ProvisionDivine, because he did
not have to live for long. His fast gpproaching end could never be
guesed by anyone. He suffered great bodily afflictions before degth,
yet he bore those with dignity and without murmur.
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Many people approached me to say, “Why is such a pious being
subjected to such serious termind dflictions? There mugt be hdd a
common prayer for him.” However | would picture the higtorica end-
event enacted in the life of a great devout, Bha Bhagtoo J, beloved
Gurskh of Ffth King-True, Guru Arjan Dev J. This great soul,
embodiment of Gurmat, too undewent acute suffering due to
dysentery.  Whenever his well-wishers expressed concern and surprise
about his suffering. Bha Bhagtoo J would say, “1 am going to end dl
my sufferings here in this life and not take even an iota to be carried
over.” |If some people perasted, “you are a close devotee of the Guru
Sahib.  If you pray before him for complete riddance of affliction,
aurdy His Glance of Grace can end the sufferings” Bha Bagtoo
would reply, “O’ blessed ones: It behooves not b make such a petty
demand on Guru Sehib. A Gurskh is supposed to put up with al
physica pain and hardships. It is a great weskness to make a show of
these to Guru through prayer.” Smilar was the dtate that Bha Harbans
Sngh J ‘Munisha’ went through, depating findly for Abode-Divine
The Gurubani quote as ordained by Si Granth Sahib following his
demise is as follows and clearly refers to his highest achievement of
objective in humean life

gfen ufs fAQ Ay Aefa = =fert
HEH fomm 2997 37 B ASfEAt |
aod Wy fea® Afg &% 3I9AT |

shimhlv 1 [>3e]
Departsthe devotee in glory after successful life with Divine-Honour.
What to talk of humans, hisfame shall be heard in all corners of the

universe.

Says Nanak, not only the devotee is blissful but all histribe shall be

redeemed.
Suhi M:1[730]

The events that came to pass during ‘Akhand Pathh Samagam’ by the
Jatha to observe his passing away were unique and surpassing al glory.
It is not possible to forget such close asociate in spiritud life. When |
evison him and smila Gurumkh Virs awating me in the heredfter,
reedy to guide me there, | fed greetly blest. Left behind among
worldly relations of Bha Habans Sngh J was his Gurmukh aunt,
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Sge Gurdid Kaur Ji, as the lone worldly reminder of ‘Vir Munishar
Bha Harbans Singh J’'. She too has passed away obliterating al
visble memory of him, yet he shdl ever be remembered in the spheres
of Jtha The blessed souls shdl meet him in the heresfter in ‘Gur-
Puri’, Abode-Divine. Thus there is nothing to despar in view of Grace
of Guru and His Bounty. It is a service to write this obituary in respect
of this ‘Bdoved-Friend with promptings of the Guru. May Guru
fulfill the objective behind this labour of love and the coming
generations with evolved souls derive benefit from this exemplary lifel
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CHAPTER 17
GURUMUKH, CHILD-LIKE VIR PRITAM SINGH Ji
‘EIANA’

I8 37 feeg =fanr g 3fs g dfe fazz
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5 Tt T3 ugeE 1131 (A2)

| am sacrifice unto him, who makes not a show of his powers.

| am sacrifice unto him, who lives humbly even when bestowed with
honour.

| am sacrifice unto him, who acts child-like in spite of high wisdom.
| am sacrifice unto him, who cheerfully accepts Divine-Will.

| am sacrifice unto him, who yearnsto tread path of the Guru-
Oriented.

| am sacrifice unto him, who is aware of life-sojourn as temporary in
thisworld.

Such a being is acknowledged in Faith-Godliness, herein thisworld
and hereafter.3. (12)

The above Pauri of Bha Gurudas J very aptly describes the way of life
in case of Bha Pritan Singh ji ‘Eand. Though he was only 20-22
years old, yet his bodily development and drength was reminder of
olden brave and srong Singhs. However he never showed off his
heftiness and was ever slbmissve. He was dso a spiritua giant, but
remained inconspicuous. He had earned a place of honor for himsdf at
an ealy age and was being acknowledged by big Skh chiefs, amy
offidas and high date authorities. Yet dl the recognition did not go to
his head and he remained his normd humble sdf. He was never given
to worldy clever manipulations. He was full of Gurmat, Divine, and
Virtues like a store-house of wisdom and yet behaved child-like dl the
time. His tak reflected innocence and smplicity of a child, full of love
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and sweetness. Here was a case of wisdom of high order cloaked in
child-like smple words. Such was his wont from the very beginning.
His title of ‘Eiand was colloquidly pronounced ‘Niana commonly.
He was therefore popularly known as ‘Niana J' because of his child-
like language, full of loving swedness The remaning lines of the
above quote shdl find gpplication in hislife in the following narration.

Before getting Baptised, he was named ‘Bhai Surjan Singh J'  that got
changed to ‘Pritam Singh’. However his old army associated kept
cdling him ‘Bha Surjan Singh Niana. Badungar Nagar is located at a
disance of one and a hdf miles from Patida Wadl-known S. Joginder
Sngh J resded there.  Adjoining his resdence was located a Vet-
hospital for the cavdry horses of Patida cantonment. Compound walls
of the two buildings were close to each other. ‘Eiana J' was employed
as digpenser in the hospitd.  In addition he looked &fter gardening in
the compound and peformed duties of ‘Granthi’ of the attached
Gurudwara.

He had spiritud inclinations as he grew up in ealy life. There were
frequent Kirtan Smagams at S. Joginder Singh's place. He would come
quietly and enjoy the blissful environment of SaSang on al such
occasons. Soon after departure of vigtors he would find time to enjoy
company of Gurmukh Bha Joginder Singh J.  Ligening to his
religious discourses, he would try to arrive a the ‘Essence of Gurmat’.
Their relaionship grew into mutua love. ‘Niana J' was thus Baptised
into a practicing Singh of the Jatha with loving coaxing from Bha
Joginder Singh J. There upon he would remain engrossed in Nam
Meditation al day and night. Serving with hands, his mind would be
devoted to Divine-Memory. He would rise early a 2200 A.M., take
bath and devote to daly recitation of prayers up to 4.00 AM.
Thereafter he would read ‘Divine Commandment for the Day’ from Sri
Guru Granth Sshib and then dat snging Kirtan al by himsdf.  This
used to be his routine. He was devoted to lisgtening and performing
Kirtan, unconcerned about any audience. He would often be snging
done soulfully in sweet tunes. He was an expeart in playing harmonium
and tabla The remarkable thing about his Kirtan snging was tha he
would confine himsdf to pure text of Gurubani without any use of
outsde words. He would even discourage other Kirtaniyas from
mixing outsde words while snging Gurbani Kirtan. This act of Faith
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in purity of Kirtan had very sdutay effect in amy circles of Skh
Sangats and his respect got enhanced. They gathered around him in a
Szedble Jatha of amy Kirtaniyas. This Jatha was specidly sought in
dl Samagams in the amy units Many amy officers got initiated into
gnging Kirtan, thus expanding band of ‘Nirban Kirtanyas of ‘Pure-
Gurbani’

Bha Eiana J's devotion to duty was dso unique. In the light of
Gurmat he did his honest labor. He was libera at heart and carefree by
nature, independent and keeping to himsdf. Humble a heart, he
personified dignity of Gurmat. The care-free life that he enjoyed could
emsly invoke envy of a King. His wife dso maiched him in smple
transparency of Gurmukh way of honest living. She too abided by the
code for Baptised in Faith and remained obedient to her husband. The
couple was contented with their smple living, blessed with patience
and contentment of Gurmat teachings. Never would an unsavory word
ecagpe from ther lips, ingtead they were submissve and sweet in ther
dedings. They would aesure that whatever was said was in conformity
with Gurmat. They enjoyed equipoise in both pleasure and pain, ever
abiding by Divine-Will in graitude to the Lord. As Guru-Oriented
Gurumukh beings they would shun al evil company. Bha Pritam
Singh was grest lover of treading Gurmat Path-Divine only. No greed
could entice him to deviae from this Path. He was not given to
worldly pleasures and understood worldliness to be unred. He treated
life as a temporary sojourn. He would often say, “One is like a guest
for brief say a the inn-like world and must soon depart for the here
after.”

His face induced a sense of peace in the beholders. He would attend all
big Samagams of the Jatha after taking leave from his duty. He was an
accomplished ‘Akhand Pathi’, reciter of S Guru Granth Sahib and
Kirtaniya His voice was loud and clear that could easlly be heard by
dl and understood. He would ensure his presence a the annud
Samagam of Si Guru Gobind Singh J’'s Gurpurb.  All those Kirta+
lovers, who reished his Kirtan remained spdl bound. His singing of
Asa-Di-Var Pauris was s0 soulful, that the essence of Gurubani would
ank in every heat. If ever he missed Gurupurb Samagams, many of
his fans would miss him too saying, “Why has not the Pauri-Singer
Sngh come?” In the life-time of Gurumukh Bha Joginder Singh J,
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‘Bha Eiana J' accompanied him to dl the Samagams.  After his death
‘Bha Eiana J' remained grief dricken, and mediating a& Patida He
would often repeat Gurubani quote:

fag funrg fAG 8T 37 wiat 1 I&M 11
fgar mitez ARfe 37 & U e |l

Proceed ahead of the Beloved in death.
It isdisgraceful to out-live the Beloved.
SRI RAGKI-VARM:2[83]

His tears flowed uncontrollably saying this quote. Such was true love
that exiged between Bha Joginder Singh J and Bha Pritan Singh J
‘Eiand

My Vidts to Petida were aso rare after Vir Joginder Singh J’s desath.
However whenever | chanced to vigt Patida, | made sure to look-up
‘BHana J' or send for him. | would wish to avoid visting Badungar,
because the place reminded me of Vir Joginder Singh J and old
memories would make me restless.  Thus such vidts were very rare. |
tried very humbly to coax ‘Vir Eiana J' to come out of this grief and
join in Kirtan Samagams whenever invited. He was of very congenid
nature and accepted my heartfet request. He darted vidting on
invitation Samagams in Petida cantonment and nearby places. His rare
angle-minded devotion made a deep impresson on such occasons.
Whenever he receved my teepathic message, he would rush to
Narangwal and engage in long sesson of spiritud discourses before
returning. He was highly mindful of his Government Service duty.

He was ill young when he received Divine-Cal. Before the end, he
would often repesat, “ Think of departing asthe world is only a visiting
place.” He suffered from typhoid fever to cloak his desth. Many well-
meaning doctors and physcians indsted to trest him, but he would not
ligen ewisging Divine-Will.  With rising temperature, his Nam
Recitation became louder. The beholders of this scene were
flabbergasted. It is thus that he passed away in cheerful acceptance of
Divine-Will.  All his associated of Kirtan Samagams gahered at
Narangwa when the news soread.  All joined in this very specid
Akhand Pathh and Akhand Kirtan in homage to him and in turn
recaived Divine-Blessing of NamNectarian.  All those pining in love

838



Rangle Sajjan

of separated soul were dedt with heavy dose of ‘Pined Songs of
Gurubani. Since the demise of Bha Pritan Singh J ‘Eiand his close
friends, Vir Parsan Singh J from Patida, has taken his place in Gurmat
Samagams, rendering useful  sarvice Magter Joginder Singh J
‘Badundi’ was a close admirer and a friend. He must be treasuring in
his heart more intimate details of Niana J's life.  He might one day
share those a suitable opportunity.
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CHAPTER 18
BHAI PRABHAKAR SINGH JI

Vir Prabhakar Singh J got Baptised a Seventeen and was saturated
ever snce, imbibed with Nam-Nectarian. He had only two more years
to live in dlent sf-engrossment. He had devoted a great ded to
goiritudism in earlier life, 0 Baptian worked as a ‘Cadys’ to hasten
his past spirituad revivd and further progress. He was aptly named
‘Prébhakar Singh’ after Baptism. He beonged to village Ldton in
digrict Ludhiana, but after his rebirth in House of Guru he remaned
wedded to the world of ‘Sat-Sang’, holy congregations.  Such
dedication to Gurmat is a rare of the rarest phenomenon in the vein of
Gurbani quote in Anand Sahib, “With utmost Faith, abiding at Door
of Guru, rare ones are ushered into the ‘ Tenth Hidden Door’ where
Lord isenvisioned in All His Glory.” Such was the rare specimen of a
Gurmukh, Guru-oriented and fully dedicated Bha Prabhekar Singh J,
outshining many of the old Ascetics and ‘Munishars doing penance for
ages He was quidly reishing his highest spiritudity. He remained
doof and untouched by worldiiness and its attachments. He could
remain in solitude of Nam-Devotion in environment of ‘SadhSangat’.
He would not engage in worldly discussions, but keep reciting Nam in
holy company of Gurmukhs, happy in sdf-absorption like the
proverbid ‘a dumb person enjoying sweets. He was so fond of
ligening to Gurbani Kirtan that he would reman in same posiures,
ligening for hours together. He never reveded his inner sdif to anyone
but bore his exated experience dlently in happiness of own mind. His
eevating spirits dways kept soaing higher and higher. There was
never a frown on his face, but aways beaming and carefree. He would
reman seene under dl cdrcumdances. His soiritud  devotion in
previous birth was so much that only alittle would suffice in thislife.

Many of the Jatha proceeded to Jails as ordained by Divine-Will. Dear
Prabhakar Singh could not cope up with pangs of separation. The case
was dill under trid and pronouncement of life-sentence was yet to be
mede, when | envisoned in the dungeons of jal the soul of Vir
Prabhakar Singh leaving his body and taking flight upward to the
hereafter. Next day | got the news of his death.
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Bha Prabhakar Sngh J was a quiet, loving and a blooming youth. He
hed through Single-minded devotion experienced high spiritudity
within, bearing the unbearsble slently a a very early age. He enjoyed
the Bliss of inner enlightenment without any outward show. He was an
untiring ligener of Akhand Kirtan with Single-minded devotion. He
would teke a corner seat a the rear and reman seated in a single
posure of quiet meditation. He came to be known as the Silent-
Ascetic, ‘Moandhari Singh’.  He became most yearning spiritua seeker
just as he got Baptised. He lost awareness of body and interest in food.
Word-Divine adone became his source of sustenance day and night in
sf-engrossment.  The splendour of his face indicated his inner state of
enligntenrment and brimming with Divine-Nectar. He had sought
Baptisn with utmost spiritud urge and went into trance soon after
imbibing Nam-Nectarian. This was the fruit borne by his meditationd
labors of earlier birth that could be the envy of great Yogis and
Ascetics.  In fact dl penance devoid of Gurmat is of little avall, even if
practiced for ages. | had envisoned such miracles during spiritud
grivings of young Bha Prabhakar Singh J tha were plessantly
adounding. In his humility by nature and engrossment in spiritudity,
he was completely free from thoughts of worldiiness. He was humble
through and through in the light of Gurmat, thinking of himsdf as mere
dust of everyone's feet. He was never prone to anger nor his face ever
frowned. His face was radiant with inner happiness, uttering only
loving sweet words. He was chagte dl his life and even in his youth no
evil thought ever occurred to him. His family wanted to arrange his
marriage, but he would not ligen to it. The ceremony of engagement
for marriage was being forced on him, but in the nick of time he got up,
sying, “ This is not in accordance with Gurmat.” Leaving behind his
gathered relatives he came to Sat-Sang of Jatha and narrated his Story.
All got astonished at his boldness and rock-like Faith. He could escape
marriage thus under the plea of Gurmat tenets or dse he was amost
roped in. He had no inclination for marriage. Not that he was againgt
the inditution of marriage, but a mariage devoid of Gurmat was an
unwelcome tying of two individuds ingead of a wholesome union.
Such rock-like Fath a an early age is exemplay. While many of the
Jatha got imprisoned in 1915, he darted delving even more deeply in
angle-minded Nam-Devotion. He shared great love with me. | hdd
him in high eseem and never addressed him without honorific suffix of

91



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
‘J’. | dill maintain the same deep regard for him and keep his memory
divedl thetime

It is bond of this unbounded love that prompted departing soul of S
Bha Prabhekar Singh J to grant me the lagt vison, while | was
confined to dungeons of jal. It was the same smiling face that took
skyward flight after the meeting, bound for Abode-Diving never to
recurn!  This hgppened in 1915, Bha La Singh J of my village,
Narangwa, was arested and brought to Ludhiana Jail. After a couple
of days he described eventful days of the end. According to him it was
indeed a very unusud desth. Mother of Bhai La Singh, Maa Mehtab
Kaur J was by the bedsde of Bha Prabhakar Sngh J a the find
moment. She had great motherly love for Bha Prabhakar Singh J.
During Sat-Sang Samagams a Narangwa he dways dayed at ther
house and came to be regarded as second son after Bhai La Singh, both
equally dear to Mata Mehtab Kaur J. Few days prior to the degsth Bhai
Prabhakar Singh J sent telepathic message to Mata Mehtab Kaur Ji,
requesting her to come to his bedsde a Ldton. Serving this Gurmukh
son towards the end of his life-journey was thought of as welcome
opportunity by her and a blessing. She remained dedicated al through
day and night to rare motherly love and service. She was in attendance
dl the while, glancing a the splendorous face in Divine-Bliss Bha
Prabhakar Singh J continued his Nam-Simran, breath by bregath, till the
very end. This was mos amazing. He would neither tak nor ligen to
anything other than this He would request his vistors to recite
Gurbani or go and take rest away from him. He did not dlow anyone
near him with the exception of Mata Mehtab Kaur J. He breathed his
lagt in his blissful dae. His face never indicated any suffering or any
trace of bodily pain. He never uttered any sgh of pan; ingead it was
difficult to behold his ‘Glorious face. It was only for Mata Mehtab
Kaur to behold the departing in spiritud Glory of Bha Prabhakar Singh
J. With his hands folded together he uttered the Khasa Sdutation of
Guru Fateh and departed like a vigting pilgrim returning to his ‘Home
— Abode-Divinel
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CHAPTER 19
A GLIMPSE OF THE KHALSA OF OUR OWN TIMES
BHAI SARWAN SINGH JI PHALEWAL
(DISTT. LUDHIANA)

Bha Sarwan Singh J, a true Gurmukh, belonged to village Phdewd,
Ludhiana. He was an accomplished Gurskh, without beng
conspicuous, living a householder’s life as the most ordinary person. |
was unaware of his high spiritud atanments, even though we lived so
near. Here comes destiny. Our meeting was not yet destined. This is
how it happened.

| met Babu Md Singh J for the fird time a the Panch Khand
Samagam. | had not known him earlier. We were reging in the same
room a night. From the conversation he darted, it appeared that he
was familiar with my name. He explained, that there was a highly
goiritud  Skh from Phdewd, living un-conspicuoudy, named Bha
Sawan Singh, who had told him aout me. Bha Sawan Singh had
been Baptised a our Jathas samagam and knew about me, though | had
not known him. Soon after his Baptiam, this Gurskh atained a high
soiritual gate. Babu J sad, that he had been eagerly looking forward
to megting me after my introduction by Bhai Sarwan Singh. Now after
this incidentd meeting and mention of Bha Sawan Singh, | became
interested to avail the earliest opportunity to meet him.

On return to Narangwal, | immediately got ready and started off on foot
for Phalewd. | had never been there before and didn’t know anyone in
that village. Magter Niranjan Singh of our Jatha from Narangwa was
employed a Khasa Primary School, Phaewd. | thought of
gpproaching him to find out about Bha Sarwan Singh. | recdled Babu
J tdling me tha Bha Sawan Singh was a village Head-man
(Nambardar) also. When | neared the village, a thought came to my
mind, thet if he was redly an evolved soul as described, then let him
meet me before entering the village. As | approached the village the
eagerness kept mounting and | even forgot about this thought, | had a
little while ago. This too was an act of Divine Will. Just outsde the
village, | saw a mendicant type of person coming from the village. He
wore only a kachhera and a smdl turban, without a shirt and wearing a
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Kirpan. He greted me with Gur-Fateh and passed by driving a
buffdo, with a gaff in hand. It just did not occur to me to know about
him.

On entering the village, | noticed a Dharamsal, place of worship, where
some elderly people were dtting in the presence of S Guru Granth
Sahib. | made my obeisance and took seet. All these Skhs knew me
and enquired about the purpose of my vist. | explained, that | was
looking for a Sngh named Bha Sawan Singh Nambardar. They
replied, that he had just left driving a buffdo and in dl probability
crossed me. | enquired whether he is the same person without a shirt.
They confirmed that he is the same person of very ascetic nature. We
were dill taking about this, when the person returned and sat next to
me. As soon as my eyes contacted his eyes, we became one. He
immediately took me away from there, saying that we would go to meet
Mager Niranjan Singh in the school. He led me to the school
compound without any further conversation. Masgter Niranjan Singh
was surprised to see me.  Regarding the purpose of my vist, | just
pointed towards Bhai Sarwan Singh who smiled and asked Magter J to
cdl it a day. It was lae in the afternoon and Bha Sarwan Singh
proposed Kirtan in his cottage. Magter J let off the students and closed
the school.

The three of us marched to the cottage, which was located just outside
the village in the fidds. This was a beautiful theiched cottage a a
lovey spot. The music insruments were dready there, Bha Sarwan
Singh handed over harmonium to me and himsdf took the smdl drum,
Dholki.  Magter Niranjan Singh got cymbals, ‘Chhenné, in his hand.
The Divine inspired Kirtan dated. Bha Sawan Singh was an
accomplished Kirtaniya, expert in both drum and harmonium. He got
goiritudly intoxicated with the very firg hymn and los sdf-awareness.
Hours went by. When | opered my eyes, | noticed that Bha Varyam
Sngh of the village is dso gtting with us, snging meodioudy. Only
four of us were in the Kirtan and it lasted for many hours. Suddenly, a
voice sad, that it's time for Rehras and to sart with So-Dar Kirtan.
After Rehras, we did Ardas and took the Gurwaak and | remember the
lagt line quoted that; ” My love has come to stay in my house.” After
the ceremonious closng of Si Guru Granth Sghib for the night, the
harmonium was offered to Vir (Brother) Sarwan Singh, the drum to
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Master J and the cymbals to Bha Varyan Singh and the Kirtan sarted
again. | remember Bha Sawan Singh dated with, "My love has
came to stay at my house.” It was highly enjoyable resounding session
for two hours. Suddenly, | fdt a strange pull for Narangwd and left
immediatdy with my three companions.

On the way back, we were attracted by the sght of ravine, Dhab of
Gujjawd and sat there.  This is located midway between Narangwa
and Gujjawa as a baren, lovely spot.  This ravine is associated with
interesting history, where a stream used to flow. Bha Sarwan Singh,
coming out of his degp meditation a times used to narae tha
occasondly he heard the sound of the hooves of the ‘Blue Mount’ and
behdd Si Guru Gobind Singh riding the sde of the old ravine. The
present dry ravine had a fig tree close by. In the times of our eders
there were boundary disputes between the two villages for a long time
and many young lives were los. Ultimately the ravine became the
accepted boundary, with the ravine in the limits of Gujjawa. This was
known to be a haunted place and nobody ever crossed this way even in
daytime. Cries and shouts of old battles could be heard. | have
persona experience of this, but my fears vanished after Baptism. | had
sdected this lovely and peaceful place for meditation. | used to recite
the Divine Nam whole night with full voice, while people mistook this
as batle cries of the haunted soulss No one ever gpproached out of
fear.

The battle cries had stopped after the first two nights of my vists there,
while | enjoyed many sessons of degp meditation and lovey Kirtan
programmes.  This continued for many days and nights The fig tree
became dead and disappeared. Often | used to be aone there. The
adjoining land belonged to one devout Skh, Baba Jamd Singh of
Gujawd. He used to watch me in my meditations. As an act of
philanthropy, he got a portion of the ravine dug, so that clean
underground water formed a pond. In the rainy season, rain water used
to accumulate there.  In winter months, this used to be very clear and
clean water, forming into a lake of about 5000sq yds. This water was
avalable round the year. The Baba aso planted shady trees on the
ddes of this lake for the benefit of vigting devotees coming to
meditate here.  However during my life imprisonment period, these
trees dried off, as the Baba passed away and there was no one to take
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care of this place. These trees were a cross breeding of fig, Banyan and
margosa (Neem) trees, known as Tirbeni.

This Baba had very ambitious plans for this place, which remaned
unfulfilled due to circumstances. At the time of present narration aso
this place is quite atractive.

The Spiritual State of Bhai Sarwan Singh

Our quartet of bur Kirtaniyas reached this spot and did not lose time in
garting Kirtan. We had brought dong the music instruments.  We were
0 log in the Kirtan, that we passed into degp meditation. My wife,
Kartar Kaur, visoned dl this and came dong late a night with our
dinner. She shook us out of our stupor and had brought the sted
utengls for sarving food to the four persons.  After getting our hands
washed, the food was served. With haf-closed eyes, drenched with
Divine Love, while we were edting we waiched this lady, a picture of
true loving devotion. Bha Sarwan Singh uttered a cry of pure love a
her d9ght.  In humility he had his head on her fegt, saying “The holy
gght of this Revered Maother has killed my hidden imperceptible ego.
This ego had led me to believe, that | done enjoyed the super-vison,
extra-ordinary. | see vidons in normd life and was feding proud. This
sdf-conceit has been destroyed today. | wonder how this Mother
envisoned our presence here from a distance of one mile and known
our exact number to bring food and utensls for four of us” She
partook of the food left by me. She dways remained without food, till
such time that | ate first. It was past mid-night. Bha Sarwan Singh,
feding his tummy, sad tha, “gdtting is no more possble | am
returning to Phaewd for rest and you should aso accompany mother
back to Narangwa.” After this event, many times it so happened, that
Bha Sawan Singh would spend whole nights roaming between the
villages, intoxicated with Anmbrosa of Nam and uttering the cries of
God-love in the wilderness of nights, chanting Divine Nam.

He was an amazing Kirtaniya and aso sang in high pitch. The echo of
his Divine Love in Kirtan was never ending, but ever ascending in
goirit.  When on the drum, then dso he was just super with untiring
ams and hands. While dnging, he used to get los in the highest
meditation a Dasam Dawar, the Divine Temple in man. This used to
be indicated by a typicd sound. This led to many hours of motionless
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body state. His body used to become hard as if it was made of sted.

What to talk of mation, even the bresthing would stop. It was seen in
this date, that his ged like arms could not be bent even with the force
of ten men. Those who understood this, rever tried to disturb him but
left him to enjoy his rapturous spiritud state.  When he used to come
out of this high stage, his body would be lightened and have a Divine
Ludre. | was a witness to this trandformation. The ignorant people
used to comment, that he was a patient of epilepsy. In his wakefulness
or deep, the automatic chant of Nam was continuous. At times he used
to go in trance while travelling done, and remain on ground for hours.

The passers-by took him to be dead and ran away from him. They
would cal the neighbourhood to announce that there was a dead body
of a Skh. When the sympathetic people reached the spot, they would
find the Singh gtting in meditation and chanting Nam.

He was such a renouncer, that he never had a worldly care. The duties
of Nambardar were peformed with Divine help, collecting the village
revenue in his carefree date of Divine drunkenness and deposting the
same a Ludhiana Treasury. It would happen that out of the collected
revenue, amounts of Rs 500/- would be taken away by bad characters.
He would return amilingly to Narangwa instead of Phdewd, where he
knew people would be taking about the loss. He would confide to me,
“Ba (Brother), someone has stolen the collected revenue” | would
console, “Never mind, Guru shdl take cae” Hearing this, he would
head back and find the lost money on his way to Phdewa. The bad
characters responsible for this loss would be rounded up by the police
and being un-vengeful, he would help to st them free. He would even
axk them if they needed the money, they could keep it and the Guru
would replace this for him. Many such bad characters were so moved
by this attitude of Bha Sarwan Singh, that they Ieft their evil ways and
became Baptised Sikhs to live honestly. Bha Sarwan Singh never used
to get angry.

Thelncident At Ambala Railway Station

Once | was going to meet the loved ones Sri Babu Mad Singh and Piara
Singh J, who were in the Army a Ambada Cantt, dong with the Jatha,
induding Bhat Sawan Singh. They were being transferred to a remote
place and we wanted to meet them before their departure at the
cantonment. At the rallway dation dl were sdf-occupied and Bhai
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Sawan Singh got log in his degp meditation while danding. It s
happened, that he was standing outside a ticket-issuing window, which
was then closed and he stood adone. However, a train arived and the
tickets were to be issued to the passengers from that window. We were
dl st to march to the cantonment and unaware of this. There was a
rush of passengers to buy tickets at the window blocked by Bha
Sarwan Singh.  Shortly a police congtable on duty arrived at the scene,
but Bha Sahib was unconcerned with the hgppenings and completely
log in himsdf. The policeman shook him a few times, but without an
effect. In anger, he gave a full dgp a the face of Bha Sarwan Singh,
and Bha Sahib opened his eyes and the constable shouted, “Don’'t you
know the tickets are issued here. You have been repeatedly told to
move away from this place, where standing is not dlowed. Now this
dap sarves you right, as you would not ligen otherwise” Just watch
this now:

Bha Sarwan Singh was not a dl disturbed due to the dap, instead he
fdl flat on the feet of the congtable and apologised for his lapse. But as
soon as Bha Sahib touched his feet, the congable fdl flat on his back
and darted wailing loudly, “O people! Help!! Please get me a pardon
from this Skh.” Hearing this plea for help many people gathered there.
Writhing painfully on ground was the congable shouting his pless.
When he was asked, what was his problem? He replied, “This Skh is
going to kill me” He was again aked what had hit him. The congable
sd, “ He has not hit me, he has finished me. He has drawn al my
power by fdling on my fet. | don't know wha miracle he has
peformed. My sdvation is only in his pardoning me” The congdable
explaned how, unaware of Bha Sahib’'s meditationd date, he had
dapped the Skh for blocking the window and the Skh instead of
remondrating, had fdlen on his feet to apologize for the mistake. On
hearing this, one Chrigtian remarked, “This is amazing. Our Lord Jesus
has taught if a Chrigian is dapped, he should offer the other cheek to
appease the angered person, yet his Skh has fdlen to the feet of the
angered. Wha can be more amazing?’ | addressed this person by
tdling him of the Gurbani teaching,

“Farida!l React not in anger to give a blow for blow,
but instead kiss the feet of the aggressor before going home.”
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A Hindu commented contemptuoudy, that “This Skh must have hed
the feet to escgpe further punishment. He should have taken a revenge
on the congable, but being a weekling he submitted cowardly.” Not to
prolong the issue, we told him that he was ertitled to his views.  All of
us includng Bha Sawan Singh dated marching towads the
cantonment. It so happened that the Hindu Mahasha was dso to go to
the Sadar Bazaar in cantonment and followed us. Hdfway on our
journey, it was time for Rehras Pathh. We washed oursdves at the
nearby well and after Rehras we proceeded onward. There was cluster
of trees and | fet the urge for naturd cal. Bha Sarwan Singh and
mysdlf proceeded towards the trees, while he went far into the trees, |
remained nearby. | had jus finished washing mysdf, when | heard the
cries for help of a woman. Bha Sahib was closer to the spot of crying.
He reached there immediately done. He saw four drunken British
policemen trying to gang rape a poor girl, who had come to collect
firewood. Indinctivdy Bha Sawan Singh snatched away their lances
and gave dl the four such a thrashing, that they were dl lying flat. He
tied dl of them and put them back in the Tonga in which they had
arived. Meanwhile | dso reached there. Seeing this, | caled al our
friends The Hindu Mahasha was dso with them and saw what had
happened. It was explained to him that it was the feat of just one brave
Skh. This Skh had earlier set the example of extreme tolerance when
dapped by a policeman, and a Chrigtian was full of praise for him. But
now when it was a rescue misson, he has displayed the bravery of
laying flat four burly British policemen gngle-handed. Hearing this,
the Mahasha cried uncontrollably saying, “Khasa J! Pardon me. |
never knew the two digtinct aspects of a Skh persondity of extreme
tolerance and unpardled bravery, but now | know that Singhs of Guru
Gobind Singh are unique, endowed with dl virtues" Meanwhile the
tied up Britishers were crying with pleas of forgiveness and with a
promise never to repeat such an act. They wanted to know their fate
after this tying. We replied, “You will be taken to your officers for due
punishment” They sad, they have dready received enough bodily
punishment. Our bodies are swollen and there are bruises due to the
injuries.  What more punishment can be given? Charge us fine of Rs
50/- and forgive us” We told them to gpologize to the poor girl and
give the whole amount to her, with the promise never to repeat such a
dagtardly act. Findly we started our onward march, reciting Rehras on
the way. This example of Bha Sarwan Singh is just as a sample of the
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ingincts of Divine Virtues in dl the practicing Skhs, devoted to Nam
meditetion. These ae indilled in them in full messure to execute the
Divine Will. Bha Sarwan Singh's life is a unique role modd. He was
a0 a fluent reader of S Guru Granth Sahib. He could recite the pathh
for seven hours continuoudy in high pitch, that could be heard in
remote corners of the village. Loudspesker is no subditute for such
clear loud voice and these were not avalable then. His recitation was
gpecid in tha while reciting the pathh loudly, he aso used to cary on
with breath-by-breath meditation of Nam

With this technique, he could control his bresth a the navel and recite
pathh of two pages a a time in single breath. At such a time his face
had a glow of Divine splendour, amazing to watch. In this rgpturous
date, he used to lose awareness of his body. Seeing this gtate once, his
close rddives thought that he had logt his mind. With this mistaken
belief, they tied him with a thick chain and a pillar for 24 hours. There
was no knowledgesble Singh around for his hdp. It was wintertime
and he got a fever of 106°F. Even so, he did not lose heart and kept
reciting hymns from Gurbani. It was the time of ambrosa hours that
while tied up and suffering from high fever, Bha Sahib was singing the
following hymns and thinking of Si Guru Gobind Singh J.

For the sake of a princess, one took up a false garb.
Even such lustful and self-centred one was saved. ||1]|
What isthy compassion, O lord, if oneisto suffer for past actions?
Why seek the shelter of alion, if one wasto suffer a jackal? (Pause)
Therain bird suffersfor a single raindrop.
What is the use of finding an ocean after death? ||2||
How to persevere in thistiredness of life?
What use it would be to get a boat after a death by drowning?
| have no power of my own nor another support,
Save my honour at thisoccasion, O Lord, Sadnais Thy Slave. ||4]|

Reciting the line, “ Save my honour at this occasion” agan and agan
he fainted. The villagers heard the sound of the hooves of a gdloping
horse over the housetops and a few roofs came down and the chain tied
to Bha Sarwan Singh was snapped and the high fever was gone. The
glimpse of the Guru banished al dflictions. This red happening was
narrated to me by the retired Head-master of Khasa High School,
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Ludhiana Mager Dharam Singh of Phdewad and many @od souls of
village Gujjaawa dso heard the sound of hooves of the passng horse
from the direction of the Ravine. One Brahman, Harnam Das even
cdams tha he had a momentay glance of the blue mount and the
Splendid Rider. God aone knows the truth, et there is no doubt Ieft
that the Guru reveded the miraculous happenings on this occasion.

Bha Dharan Singh was prominent among the Singhs of the Jatha from
Phdewd, with the drong fath. He hdd Bha Sarwan Singh in high
esteem and had great respect for him. Though outwardly he appeared
rough, yet he was the most humble in his thoughts and actions.

Seeing the Divine madness of Bha Sawan Singh, Bha Dharam Singh
used to fed angry and in extreme Stuaions even scolded him.  Never
the less he would shidd him out of grest persond love. At times he
would ignore Bha Sarwan Singh's trespasses, yet he had great faith in
the words uttered by Bha Sarwan Singh. While studying for B.A., Bha
Dharam Singh fdl serioudy sck do to pressure of studies and improper
diet. The medica opinion suspected T.B. He brought this to the notice
of Bha Sarwan Singh, who casudly sad, “ You have no T.B., your
detractors might have this”  After this Bha Sarwan Singh came to me
at Narangwa and proposed to have Akhand Pathh for the well being of
Bha Dharam Singh, in view of medicd suspicion of T.B. in his case.
We dl agreed, but put the condition that Bha Dharam Singh has to
ligen to the entire recitation of Akhand Pathh for 48 hours. The Pethh
dated with Bha Dhaam Singh dgtting in atendance.  As fa as
possble, he ligened to the Pathh. Divine Will prevaled and Bha
Dharam Singh became whole and hearty. Such is the power of faith.
The fathful, with unsheken fath in Bani of Si Guru Granth Sahib are
known to be saved in dl dtuaions. This was the fird example of
miracle of fath among the educated youth. Bha Dharam Singh had
known smilar happenings in the Jaha and had a drong beief in the
gpontaneous words of Bhai Sarwan Singh in his Divine madness.

Close associates of Bha Sarwan Singh had witnessed many unusud
and super-naiura hgppenings in his life.  In spite of this exdted
spiritud state, there appeared some defects, especidly an imperceptible
ego. Excessve prase led to this hidden maady gradudly to bring
about a change in him. | had been warning many of his admirers not to
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address him as “The Living Emancipated One” in his presence
According to Gurmat it is drictly forbidden to praise on the face and
dander in the absence, yet the people did not refrain from praise in
oite of the warning. As a result, Bha Sawan Singh suffered from
suppressed ego, that kept building up and one day it exploded to the
auface.  Jaha was peforming Akhand Kirtan of AsaDi-Var a
Ambada Cantt Gurdwara for many days. One day Bha Sarwan Singh
was missing. He kept lying & the roof where we were housed aong
with some of his companions. | darted missng the loved Kirtaniya
Findly, | requested his specid friend, Babu Md Singh J, to go and cal
Bha Sawan Sngh. Babu J went and shook the lying, Bha Sarwan
Sngh saying, “The entire congregation is missng you in AsaDi-Var
Kirtan. The program is on and not finding you, people are restless.”
With eyes dosed and ill lying down, Bha Sarwan Singh replied, “The
Asa-Di Va Kirtan is going on in my mind.” Stunned with this show of
arogance, Babu Md Singh J returned and repeated Bhai Sarwan
Singh's words to me. | again requested Babu Md Singh and Bha Para
Sngh to try once again. Bha Sarwan Singh was known to have very
high respect for Bha Paa Singh, yet again the origind words were
repested by Bha Sarwan Singh, that “I am enjoying AsaDi-Var
program in my own mind.” Then Babu Md Singh J remarked, “What
is this assembly in your mind without the presence of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib?”  Both reminded him, that with Si Guru Granth Sahib in his
cottage, he cdls the cottage a Gurdwara and not a mere cottage. This
led to further insolent talk under the maddening pride and ego, like
“For me a Mandir, Magid and Gurdwara are dl same. | will destroy
the cottage a Phdewd and get rid of your Si Guru Granth Sahib.”
Hearing this tastdless talk, both of them returned to the Gurdwara. At
the end of the program his words were brought to the notice of the
entire assembly.  All confirmed that his words amounted to blasphemy.
His ego had finished him. The only way to save him through
correctionad punishment was to boycott him from the Jatha completdly.
None from Jatha was to have any deding with him. This was the
Gurmata passed unanimoudy. Bha Sarwan Singh thus fdl down from
the pinnacle of spiritudity. All boycotted him, except for two Singhs
meeting him secretly. Those were his close friends. These two were
summoned and warned that any further contacts with the boycotted
Sarwan Singh would lead to their own boycott. Both apologised and
promised to abide by the ruling.
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After this, his ego suffered a severe blow when left adl done The
redization dawned on him and he sought the shdlter of the sangat, holy
congregation. He darted atending every samagam, lying among the
shoes of the sangat and suffering in the sun. A month passed by and no
one took notice of him. Finally he dropped to his knees and cried br
help. He said, “Let the congregation prescribe any punishment to
me, but kindly grant me pardon.” It was unanimoudy decided that
he should ride a donkey, with blackened face and a necklace of shoes
around his neck, to go around the five villages while dating his act of
blasphemy for which he was punished. He gladly accepted this
punishment. This was the result of his past good deeds and his good
fortune, that he obeyed the sangat. Thisis how he proceeded.

He borrowed a donkey from the village pot-meker, mixing ol with
black soot he blackened his face, wore a shoe necklace and rode the
donkey. He travelled through the five villagers Phdewd, Gujjawdl,
Narangwa, Lohgarh and Mehma Singh Waa  Unmindful of his high
family background, he would stop every now and then to own his act,

which had invited the punishment. When he came to Narangwd, a
program of the Jatha was in progress a my house. My mother came
out crying to embrace him, she made him get off from the donkey and
brought him before the holy congregation. All were moved by this
gght. | was asked to clean his face and seat him in this congregation.

It took an hour to clean the face and his cleaned face acquired the
glowing deanliness. The new gght of splendour on his face was
difficult to bear. He looked a picture of humility. He spent the rest of

his days in a high spiritud date, observing the code of Bibek of Sarb
Loh. He served the congregation with ten fold more enthusiasm.

Bha Sarwan Singh was now respected a hundred times more in the
sangat and yet he remaned humble, without any show of his super-
naurd Divine powes.  He remaned imbued with Divine Love
Meanwhile the Divine took me to a term of life imprisonment. It was
in my absence, that my dearest brother, Vir Sarwan Singh passed away.
| have no news of how he died. This piece is homage to the sacred
memory of Bhai Sarwan Singh.
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CHAPTER 20
ECSTATIC VIR SRI BHAI JOGINDER SINGH JI
(RESIDENT OF RAIPUR)

Ever blest with ecdatic, ‘Bismad’, spiritud state imbued with * Gurmat’
was Bha Joginder Singh J, the mog reliddle pillar of Akhand Kirtani
Jatha. He was born in village Raipur. His rebirth in House of Guru
was occason of great transformation and miraculous event. This was
truthful gpplication of Gurbani quote,

Af3d9 & AsH s fHefenT
THaH! H:a fAfa dAfe [Coe)

No more transmigration of rebirths after birth in House of Guru
Ramkali M:5 Sidh Gosht [940]

Soon after Baptism he took to the life of modd Gurmat living. He was
the lone chieftain among Patida-date officids to leed Gurmukh way of
life, grong in faith.

| firss met him a Petida during a vist to Dr. Sardara Singh J. He was
then up-coming, promisng youth. Dr. Sardara Singh J of Gujerwd
village was a daunch fathful and practitioner of Gurmat living. This
common bond often brought me to him a Patida It dways so chanced
that few minutes prior to my arivad or soon after Bha Joginder Singh
J would be there too. Gurma discusson would follow and Bha
Joginder Sngh J was a keen listener. | asked Dr. Sardara Singh about
the identity of this young aspirant of faith and how he could get the
wind of my vidts He told me that it was indeed a case of yearning
love for ‘Gurma Sat-sang’, holy company delving in wisdom of Guru.
He was a true seeker, in search of Path-Diving shunning al other
worldly company. He was anxious to get Beptised at the earliest
opportunity. He had made a thorough study of Gurmat doctrines and
mentaly accepted them. He was thus awaiting the auspicious time to
get Baptised through ‘Divindy chosen and Blessed Five'. However he
had to wat consderably long, going to holy congregations as an
aspiring Skh. He had shared his resolve to get Baptised together with
his wife. Findly the long avaited day dawned when the blessed couple
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boarded the ship of Guru by getting Baptised and darted exemplary
Gurmat way of life.

Gurmukh sster Harbans Kaur was his wife and her life sketch has been
dedt with earlier. As date officia he was known as Srdar throughout
Paida, but in Gurmat circle he was addressed as ‘Bha  Joginder
Sngh'. After Bagptian his Fath was fortified tenfold. Whosoever
shared his thoughts on Gurmat, he aone knows the bliss derived during
the discusson. His researched Gurmat views very highly valuable.  His
influencing words led many to implicit fath in Gurmat. He was a high
scholar of Gurma and Gurmukh in practicee.  Among the prominent
Skhs, he shone like a rare jewd, ever soaring in high spirits.  His high
rank and socid datus never went to his head and ingead his purity of
Gurmat life was unique. He never compromised againgt code of
Gurmat living during his long worldly service, remaining above board
goiritudly.  The then Maharga Patida threw hints many times that if
Bha Joginder Singh would tie and dress his beard as per sate-code, he
would be given higher promotions. However, blest by The Guru, Bha
Joginder Singh never took the bait. He mantaned his dyle as
Gurmukh of flowing beard. His wife too never gave up turban in spite
of repeated coaxing from wives of sate-officids and queens.

Bha Joginder Singh J would often vist me a Naangwa before my
imprisonment.  In his yearnings for sa-sang he would dart off from
Petiala irrespective of what hour it was of day or night. He never took
officdd leave and yet never missed any sa-sang samegam, large
gatherings of Jatha. He was s0 blest, that never was he questioned for
his absence by his superiors.  Though he was wesk in hedth, yet he
ligened Akhand Pathh and Kirtan Samagams many a times, dtting in
same podure dl through. He never bothered for eating or drinking,
accepting only whatever he was offered while enjoying Spiritud
nourishment. In fact he was sustained by Nectaria-Nam and remained
engrossed in Nammeditaion. He had tasted Divine-Nourishment of
most ddicious Nam-Elixir and in comparison dl other food agppeared
trifling.  His outdanding qudity was nonstop Nam-Smran while
discharging his officda duty flavlesdy. His ‘Smran’, Divine-Memory,
was automatic irrespective of his phydcd activity. He remained sdf-
contained in coping with the unbearable intense spiritudity.  His early
stages of Nam-meditation was in the company of highly accomplished
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Nam prectitioners whom he would fredy reved his persond experience
without any reserve.

Astonishing Spectacles of Spiritual Experiences

Once Si Bha Joginder Singh J came to me & Narangwd from Petida
in great excitement and sense of anticipation. He had resolved to
undertake ceasdess meditation and enjoy the highest spiritud bliss.
Seeing his determination, | pleaded with him tha though his
determined will power was a good omen, yet it would not pay to be
adamant in matters spiritud. It is better to be content with loving
Divine-Devotion and leave the rest to God's Grace. It behoves us to
pursue Nam-Simran as Gurskhs in the light of Gurmat teachings with
patience and perseverance. Divine recognition and redization should
be considered Gifts-Divine and maiter of Grace. Says gurbani:

Af3919 &t ug ®ar AT 99 fagur 3 Ifg @g Bdher 1 1| T 1l
faw=s Ho® 8 [t38]
Keep treading along Guru’s Path, you shall find Divine-Door with
Grace of Guru.

Bilawa M:4 [834]

Ligening to this, he accepted this command-Divine as fathful devout
of Gurbani. This kind of perseverance and srong faith is rare to come
across. He dsayed for the night a Narangwa a the meditationa place
dong with other Nam-devotees resting on mats spread on the floor.
This night he experienced the first spiritud Spectacle.  He was totdly
log in spiritud meditation. Being his fird experience, he had 4ill to
learn to cope up with astounding and unbearable spiritudity as one
goes dong. He shouted uncontrollably, “Bha Sahib! What is
happening?  All the village dogs are barking within me” | replied,
“Dear brother, do not get perturbed. You shdl further witness dl the
universal goings on in your mind. You have to detach yoursdf from dl
that and remain focused on the ecsatic play of love in Nam-Meditation.
Ward off other digractions” Acknowledging my words he resumed
Nam-smran. After about haf-an-hour, he stood up with hands folded
together. His face was drenched in sweat. | again solaced him not to
get frightened. He sa down after praying for fev minutes. He
expressed that this was enough for the day and he was unable to
continue anymore. Tdling aout his new vidon, he sad, “My great
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hurdle now is that my invisble body dong with soul is passng through
the eye of a smdl needle agangt my will. | fear that this may cause my
death.” Hearing this, | laughed and prayed for Divine Help for him to
cope up with unbearable astounding experiences.  Theregfter he
enjoyed equipoise in envisoning spiritua spectacles, without fear.

It was unique happening that dl his children were highly blest with
divinity in early childhood. However this phenomenon disgppeared
with age. Strong of Faith as Gurskhs, the couple used to initiate ther
new-borns firsg with Nam-Nectarian in accordance with Gurmat and
follow up with other indructions. It was this background that
offsprings of devout couple Bha Joginder Singh J and Bibi Harbans
Kaur J were spiritudly high right from birth, even if they could not
udan it in lae lifee. However high spiritudity as children was
phenomenad and highly impressve.  Ther ddest son, Anand Singh,
adounded every one fird and then | persondly witnessed miracles
Divine in the case of youngest, Bibi Charan Kaur. Young Anand Singh
won recognition before my tem of imprisonment, displaying
uncommon powers. He was just learning to spesk, when his words
reveded his high spiritudity. Many exdted persondities of the date
would vigt Bha Joginder Singh's residence to behold auspicious sght
of the child, Anand Singh. Notable Singhs of ‘Namdhari® sect were
paticulaly fond of him and frequent vistors. They bedieved that the
boy was the spirit of another ‘Namdhari’ child, who got blown up with
caon fire dong with Baba Ram Sngh J during agitation of
‘Namdharis againg British Rule.  However | could not share this
beief. | firmly bdieve tha a sdfless martyr is never subject to rebirth,
yet it cannot be denied that it was due to the revelatory words of child
Anand Singh that such a bdief was formed. He had the miraculous
powers to envison the secret events of others lives. This was his
specidity. Whenever a baptisng ceremony was organized a Bha
Joginder Singh's resdence.  We would subject the candidates for
Baptian for initid scrutiny by this boy. It was in my presence, that a
prominent preacher of the date presented himsdf in Sangat dtting in
presence of Si Guru Granth Sahib for getting baptised.  Child Anand
Singh was dso pat of the congregation and he cried out that the
preacher had committed deadly sns that remained unknown. He further
sad that unless these sins were clearly confessed by him before ‘The
Chosen Five, he could not be clean of heart and the Dye of Nam, may

107



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
not be effective in his case. Hearing this, aspirant of Baptism fell flat
in front of Si Guru Granth Sahib. He was not even conscious of
hurting his forehead againg floor with the fal. He was incessant in his
pleas that he may be saved through Forgiveness-Divine. He admitted
that he was a great Snner. The truth was that deeply impressed by
spiritual  powers enjoyed by child Anand Singh, this sinning preacher
had resolved to seek Gurmat Baptism through Jatha. Now that the boy
reveded his unknown sSns the opportune time arived with new
grengthening of faith in mind of the preacher. It left no doubt in his
mind, that if a seven year old was blest with so much spiritudity, he too
could get spiritud trandformation after Baptism through ‘Chosen Five
of the Jatha. He was thus presented before "The Chosen Five' in his
gate of confessond mood. Whatever was confessed by the preacher,
exactly same had dready been reveded to me by the boy. This was a
moment of great surprise for me. Many were Smilar incidents that |
witnessed in respect of Anand Singh. It was during my imprisonment
that young Anand Singh too ended his life-sojourn. However it was
very depressng to hear that he had falen from his high pedestd later in
life. Rest of the children were born during my imprisonment. | am
therefore not aware of events of ther childhood life. However the
youngest Bibi Charan Kaur was only 34 years old, when | got released
from jal. Highly surprisng are the events that | witnessed in early life
of this child, that were truly miracuous. Bha Joginder Singh J would
hold her in his lgp while attending Akhand Pathh and Akhand Kirtan
Samagams. | noticed many a times tha in such ealy childhood she
would engage in loud NamSmnmran, gtting in the lap of her pious
father. She would go into trance in spiritud flights of highest stage. It
was then impossible to behold Divine-Glory reflected by her face On
coming out of the trance, she would narrate in her lisoing words of a
baby futurigic events, tha would be amazing to the ligeners. She
astounded people around with her miraculous powers as a child of 78
years. During Samagams a Bha Joginder Singh's resdence, there
used to be good gatherings of spiritual seekers. Food was being served
round the clock. She would aways be engaged in serving food or
laying beds for the vigtors untiringly. While serving with hands, her
mind was occupied in ceasdess NamSimran. It was devadtating that
destined evil influences took hold of her suddenly and her spiritudity
got completely degenerated.
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It is befitting now to describe the wonderful event of Gurma Anand
Karg of the elder daughter, Bibi Sharan Kaur. This is an illugration of
deep fath in Gurma vaues in full measure, thet is higoric and shdl be
remembered for long. The mariage of my daughter Bibi Dder Kaur
was fixed to be held a Narangwa a my place. Bha Joginder Singh J
had come to join us dong with other Gurmukh invitees on the
occason. His daughter, Bibi Sharan Kaur had accompanied him. The
Akhand Pethh prior to the Anand Karg ceremony was in progress and
many were ligening to the blissful recitation by Master Joginder Singh
J from village Badundi. It was like heavenly pouring of words-Divine
that was indeed very soulfu. Maser J's face shone in gpiritual
plendour and his beard just about appearing in early youth. Bha
Joginder Singh J was deeply moved by this recitation. In whisperings
tones he darted tdling me that he desred a match like this Akhand
Pethhi for his daughter, Sharan Kaur. | happened to comment that
there could not be another just like him. Hearing this from me, Bha
Joginder Singh sad vey determinedly, "Wdl, then get my daughter
married to him here itsdf, following Anand Karg of Bibi Daer Kaur."
He never bothered to check aut the family background of the proposed
bridegroom or his financid datus, leave adone his caste, etc. The
decison was spontaneous. | dso gave my concurrence subject to
goprovad by Bibi Sharan Kaur after seeing Master J. Bha  Joginder
Sngh reedily agreed with my view. He requested me to get the
message across to Bibi Sharan Kaur by sending word through my wife,
Simati Kartar Kaur J. This was done and gpprovd of Bibi Sharan
Kaur was sought. As a progeny of devout couple, Bha Joginder Singh
and Bibi Habans Kaur, Bibi Shaan Kaur gave this befitting reply,
"Tayi J (auntie), where is the need for my concurrence? Who can
improve upon the sdection for my match made by Si Bha Sahib Taya
J and my fathe? Whatever they decide is in my best interests. | shdl
never have any objection to ther decison.” In a coincidence Divine,
just then Magter Joginder Singh J '‘Badundi wal€ descended the dtairs
after being relieved from Akhand Pathh duty and passed close to my
wife and Bibi Shaan Kaur. My wife pointed towards him and told
Bibi Sharan Kaur, "He is the proposed groom. He has crippled feet by
birth and that is why your Taya J and father wanted you to see him in
person. Now you make your decison with dl your wisdom to avoid
repentance later.” In this age of Kayuga Sharan Kaur's reply was most
agounding. Charged with emotion, reflecting her srong Fath, "Tayi
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J! Is this match more unbecoming than the cripple match sdlected for
Bibi of 'Dukhbhanjani’ story. You know how rewarding had leen Faith
in her case. This is dl too wel known to be described. | fully approve
of this match without any resarvation.” Srimati Katar Kaur J was
most astonished with the reply and in turn we were thrilled. We both
fdt like worshipping the feet of Bibi Sharan Kaur. Thus findly this
couple was married soon after the ceremony of marriage of Bibi Dder
Kaur a the same place. Master Joginder Singh J wedded Bibi Sharan
Kaur, daughter of Sri Bha Joginder Singh J without the rigmarole of a
mariage paty or dowry. There were no invitations to relatives and
friends. Bha Joginder Singh had not come prepared for this Anand
Karg, but had come only as an invitee to my daughter's marriage and
his daughter hgppened to accompany him. Such is the dory of
unpardlded Fath of Bibi Sharan Kaur, that shdl be remembered
forever. Si Bha Joginder Singh J too demondraed living in true
gpirits of Gurmat vaues. This is most exemplary, without a precedent
and unlikely to be repeated commonly. It was too spontaneous. Whole
of Narangwa was bewildered with this queer match, knowing that Bhai
Joginder Singh J beonged to neighbouring village, Rapur. These
four, five villages are consgdered to be aristocratic and the people are
very proud of this in absence of Faith in Gurmat. Lineege of Grewas
is conddered to be very high. These villages never offer ther
daughters in marriages to people of lowly conddered villages like
‘Badundi' though the brides from these villages are accepted in large
numbers. Bha Joginder Singh J trampled this wrong beief under his
feet and cared only for true Gurmat vaues.

Later on there was public tak among the village-gosspies saying
"Joginder Singh, supposed to be a high officid of Pdida State, has
given his wdl-accomplished and decent daughter in marriage to a
cripple from village 'Badundi'." This tdk went on for quite sometime
& village-gossip, but nobody dared to bring it up before me. | too
never cared about this meaningless criticism based on sdf-conceit.
Bha Joginder Sngh J was much high in his thinking to care for this
In the world of Gurskhs the event was highly acclamed. After these
two marriages dl the gathered sangat of devout Gurmukhs proceeded
for the next mariage ceremony of my son, Babir Sngh J. Public
reection againg Bha Joginder Singh J died down its naturd desth with
time. Anand Kag of Bha Babir Sngh J, conforming to smilar
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Gurmat was equaly applauded. Fear of public criticism was shoved
avay once agan in this case. Si Bha Joginder Singh J having
enjoyed blissfully three Anand Kag ceremonies returned to Patida
dong-with Bibi Sharan Kaur J. Mager Joginder Singh J went over to
Petida and returned with his bride Bibi Sharan Kaur to his village
‘Badundi’. They have lived happily together theresfter in rare maritd
bliss. Bha Joginder Sngh Ji is highly satisfied with the reaionship.

Sometime after 1915, during my jail-period, Bha Joginder Singh J had
been eected member of 'Shromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee
to represent our region. This body was declared rebelious by
Government and al members imprisoned. | was dready in jal. Vir
Joginder Singh J joined the second agitational Jatha and was sentenced
to a jal term of two years. Though he was not in good hedth, yet he
was happy to volunteer for Panthic cause. Authentic reasoning of
Gurmat and pride of Faith were great assets of Bha Joginder Singh Ji.
Such degp and gifted Gurmukh thinkers are rardy found in Khdsa
Panth. Before my imprisonment some of my friends including Bha
Joginder Singh J and Bha Atma Singh J 'Mogd had difference of
opinion with me and were angry. However when the political case was
in the court, they came in my defense as witnesses. They suffered
pangs of separation for long years of jal term, yearning in mutud love.
They rushed to meet me after release a Narangwa. This detined love
perssed for rest of our lives There were frequent rush of vigtors
coming to mest me after Sxteen yeas of life imprisonment and
congant holding of Akhand Kirtan Samagams. Bha Joginder Singh Ji
joined with Babu Md Singh J to make arangement for the double
storey of our house to provide much needed accommodation and space
of Akhand Pathhs and Samagams. This is an excdlent token of the
memory of Bha Joginder Singh and blessed by holy getherings during
samagams like annua Gurpurb cdebration of Si Guru Gobind Singh
J. Whaever rdigious books on Gurmat Topics | have written under
Gurus promptings got initiated on suggestions from Bha Joginder
Sngh J. He wanted that stress on Gurmat principles and their
importance should be worded in the language and backing of Gurbani.
Thus the first book that came in print was 'Ki Sri Guru Granth Sahib J
Di Poogja But-Pragti Ha? meaning 'Is worship of Si Guru Granth
Sahib J an act of Idolatry? The firgt edition was printed before my
imprisonment and | had not given my name as its author. However
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later during Akdi Movement somebody changed the title page and
printed my name.

Though Bha Joginder Sngh J was not s0 dout physcdly yet he
cultivated his land persondly. He had built his resdentid building in
Badungar Nagar near Patida Cantonment. The adjoining land around
the building in an aea of few bighas was kept for sdf-cultivation.
Even as high dae officid he never consdered below his dignity to
plough the land himsdlf.

The common bond of spiritua love between the two of us was 0
drong that through telepathic message he would cdl me to Patida at
his will awtime Say of many weeks would ill not saisfy him. It
was 0 dedtined that he became very wesk and was growing il
weaker. With his spiritud ingght he could envison the agpproaching
end. One day he told me, "It appears death cdl is fast goproaching.”
He further requested with emotiond surcharge of teaful eyes, "I
heartily desre that you be near me a the find moment. In this time of
uncertainty you, please, stay on here and do not leavel” | was bound to
comply with it. In fact | to desired to serve him as best as | could. His
increesang physcad weekness only further strengthened him in Nam
Smran in soaing spirits. He had cdled Magter Joginder Singh, his
sonrinlaw dso from Badundi. He did not exhibit any sgn of remorse
and hisface shonein spiritud Glory.

"Guru-oriented devout contemplates of God with every pore of his
body" Gurbani quote was being enacted. Before his end he had
indructed to cut off dl mention of worldly affairs and instead requested
for Gurbani recitation continuoudy. Mader Joginder Singh J Sarted
recitation of Sukhmani Sahib. It was then decided to recite Gurbani
from four-part volumes of Si Guru Grant Sahib, by dtting on a higher
adjoining bed day and night.

In this sarvice we were helped by Military Captain Sardar Tirlochan
Labh Sngh J. He sent sdect Akhand Pethhis from The Military.
Included in this group was a young Gurmukh from Panjokhra, Vir Sri
Bha Atma Sngh J. Afte this initid meding tha ingpired mutud
love, we became lagting friends forever. His love for me had been
kinded ealier. In passng away of Bha Joginder Singh J and
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asociated soiritud  events  further  inflamed it.  With recitation  of
Gurbani, NamSmran by Bha Joginder Singh J became louder and
intense. It was as though a Divine figure was resing in the form of
exemplay Gurmukh, angdic Bha Joginder Singh J. His tongue and
bresthing were engaged in Divine-Memory and his hands folded
together. It depicted tha he was envisoning The Lord and getting
Thrilled by Sght-Divine and wearing a amile His forehead and face
reflected splendorous Glory. | too was enjoying the Bliss of this event.
Gurbani recitation was going on with full Divine fervour. There was an
environment of Holy Presence. Bha Joginder Singh had his eyes
open. Beholding Sight-Divine, he occasondly threw a glance a me.
In complete satisfaction of love, he was ready to depart for Abode-
Divine. His intense NamSmran in loud voice had put everybody
aound in trance. These were meditations of full consciousness
Consdering the find moment of departure a hand, | had fixed my eyes
on face of Bha Joginder Singh. Movement of his tongue and lips
indeed very captivating. Findly 'Guru’, 'Guru’ done could be heard and
With this his bresthing was ended.

| have not even an iota of doubt, that Sri Bha Joginder Singh J had
landed draght in Abode-Divine and merged with Spirit-Divine
Akhand Kirtan of Ceegtid Music was heard and Play-Divine of a life-
sojourn ended thud!
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CHAPTER 21
Sri Bibi Joginder Kaur Ji

“Tiny-being that wrought big eventd” very much applies to the life
dory of Bibi Joginder Kaur J. She was the wife of my companion
friend, Si Surjan Singh J, resdent of village Gujerwd. She was born
a village ‘Muthdeé Dodba in prominent ‘Namdhai’ family. Bha
Surjan Singh was dso from a wdl-known ‘Namdhai’ family. In
Divine-dispensation, Bha Surjan Singh J resolved to get Baptised in
Gurmat Samagam of Akhand Kirtani Jatha The Skh tenets require
both husband and wife to be Baptised, as a couple. Thus it became
mandatory for Bibi Joginder Kaur to join her husband in Baptisng
ceremony. However, her parentd family was deadly againg this and
even advised her to bresk off the mariage. Bibi ji replied very
boldly,”It was your sdection to find my husband for life long. With
what face do you ask me to divorce your own choice? My loydty to
him is my sacred duty now. In fact | an even more eager than my
husband to seek Baptism in Gurmat Samagam. In pursuing this Divine-
prompted desre of Fath and high spiritudity we are not committing
any sn”. Shewas threatened of socid boycott, but she never cared.

Yet another strong oppodstion came from Bibi's faher-inlaw. He
promised to make her the only nominee to inherit dl his assts if she
would decline Baptism. However she refused to be trapped by this
snare of greed and instead accepted to lead a life of beggary as faithful
wife. In short, trampling over dl oppostion, the couple got Baptised.
She had indant experience of intense piritudity and was completely
log in NamSmran. Saturated with Nam-Nectarian, she could cope
with the unbearable spiritua Bliss. Her head was now adorned with
double turbans, ‘Dumda. She proved to be thorough in word and
action in the wont of Braves of Faith dl her life.

It was most gratifying to behold her pious sight of short stature, sharp
beautiful natura feetures. She acquired new vigor of youthfulness and
glowing face &ter Baptian. It was difficult to face her mgedtic,
spiritua look, that was characterigtic of olden Sikh ladies. She appeared
ddicae in body and yet enswvined limitless bravery of gsoirit. To
illustrate this the following should suffice:
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CONFRONTATION AT CHAMKAUR SAHIB

The entire Jatha, including ladies, used to vist Chamkaur Sahib during
annua commemoration of Martyrdom Day of the two eder sons of Si
Guru Gobind Singh J. We used to travel by foot up to Doraha and then
on it was through ferry —boat in cand. The Samagams a Chamkaur
Sahib offered many blissful events. However it was most  unpleasant
that during processon of Hola-Mohdla the then controlling Nihang
Singh priests did not dlow Sangat entry into the Gurdwara Katalgarh
Sahib higtorica place of Martyrdom of Elder Sahibzadas, Baba Ajit
Sngh J and Baba Jujhar Sngh J. We could only circumambulate at
the outer periphery. Though Jatha was ever irresstable, yet we were
restrained by humble request made by convener of these Samagams,
Babu Vir Sngh J, and Bha Hira Sngh J ‘Ragi’. This was repeated
every year. However it was a different story during pilgrimage in 1914.
When we de-embarked from the ferry-boats at the Canal-bridge, we
were recaived by a large gathering of locd sangat , including Babu Vir
Sngh J and Bha Hira Singh J. Some fiery Singhs informed us thet
priests have gathered hundreds of Nihang Singh and they were spoiling
for trouble. They had dready pushed out of the Gurdwara a party of
plgim-ladies mos disgracefully. Like the proverbid saying, “When
pierced by an arrow, then done full fury is evoked,” the entire Jatha got
infuriated and charged with rdigious fervor. It was announced there
and then that no earthly power could hold back Jatha from paying
homage indde the Gurdwara by making circumambulaion of inner
periphery; ‘Parkarma. Thus started Kirtan in do or die mood and Jatha
was proceeding towards Gurdwara. Hearing the irrevocable decision,
even the peacemakers felt helpless. None dared to intervene, even Bhai
Hira Singh J commented that nore could stop them now. Following
the Jatha was multitude of people in thousands. The lion-hearted, Bibi
Joginder Kaur, holding an arrow in hand was leading the Jatha. A mere
flesting Sght of her splendorous Glory was unbearable for me. Like a
river in spate the entire assembly singing Kirtan neared the Gurdwara
Many more people joined there. Gurdwara was being guarded by
Nihang Singhs. They were armed with arrows and bared swords. The
snners were haunted by their sinful thoughts. Their dam to hold back
sangat from paying homage indde Gurdwara was hollow. Who could
hold back surge of emctiond religious love of the devout with firm
determination? It was decided to carry on the march to enter Gurdwara
while snging Kirtan. One mindless burly Nihang Singh of good build
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shot an arow amed a my neck, but it missed with Provison-Divine
Bha Surjan Singh J, accompanying me sopped the arow with his
hand. His injured hand bled profusdy. The on lookers thought that a
murder had been committed. The Nihags were dso frightened,
thinking consequences of a murder. It was mere flow of blood that did
not amount to murder, yet not in vain!

Seaing this stage of violent confrontation, Bibi Joginder Kaur |egped
into action like a lioness. Chalenging my atacker, she snatched away
arow from the giant-like Nihang Singh and sad, “O’ evil- being! Have
you no fear of the Piety of Gurdwara Sahib and the holy congregation,
Sangat, that you shoot arrow a your own brethren? This single act of
boldness was enough to arouse reaction from Singhs and they attacked
the priests to push them out of Gurdwara Sshib. We continued to
advance and snging Kirtan. All the Nihang Singhs fled away. Ther
abandoned wegpons came as booty to the Jatha. We circumambulated
aound both inner and outer peripheries, snging Gurbani Kirtan. It was
now time for evening prayer, So-Dar. Standing in presence of Sii Guru
Granth Sahib we sang So-Da. Bibi Joginder Kaur in her mood of
bravery and Love-Divine requested for Chaupae Sahib® Kirtan,
Gurban of Supplication to Lord by Guru Gobind Singh Sahib J. This
was done with utmost devotion and gusto. All enjoyed the rare Bliss of
this Soulful Kirtan.

The prieds after their disgraceful retrest darted sending telegrams to
high Government officids in Ambaa and Ropar to inform of ‘dacoity’
and making plea for rdief. We did not teke any serious note of ther
reporting to Government. We were thrilled by this fird homage indde
the Gurdwara Sahib. The organisers were quite shaken by the events.
Observing the ambrosid hours, we darted ‘AsaDi-Va’ Kirtan within
the holy precincts of Gurdwara Katdgarh Sahib; The Kirtan was 4ill to
be concluded, when police party with rifles and bayonets arived a
about 11A.M. from Ropar. They were headed by a British Captain and
included one Mudim inspector and one Arya-Samgi Magidrate. They
were put up in the adjoining School building. A message was received
that, Bha Randhir Singh is wanted by ‘Sahib’. | burst out that, “There
is no ‘Sahib’ other than Guru Gobind Singh Sahib.” Bibi Joginder Kaur
boldly added, “Singhs are not bound to report to any petty ‘Sahib’.
Bhog ceremony was performed of ‘Asa-Di-Var Kirtan. At about that
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time the wesk-minded leading persondities of Chamkaur Sahib
presented themselves at he school. A paper of Mutua Settlement was
made out and passed around for dgnatures. When a resdent of
Chamkaur Sahib, Sardar from Behlolpur, was signing, a bold advocate
commented in loud voice, “ There is no dgnificance of sgnature by the
loca people. The dispute is between the vidting Sangat and the priests.
There cannot be any agreement without their participation and
concurrence.” Now that we had free time, we got information about the
attempted agreement. With a view that a wrong agreement may not be
arived a, | went to the schoal in fully saturated spiritud date. | loudly
voiced the Khdsa Sdutation on entering. The British Captain, other
officids and every body around stood up. | was offered a chair, then |
noticed that dl of the Nihang Singh Jatha were disgracefully, seated on
floor. | could not bear this insult to Nihang Singhs. | sad, “It is highly
disgraceful that the Bedloved Soldiers of Guru's House are prosrating
on the floor. How can | accept a chair?” | addressed Nihang Singhs,
“Don't you redise this as insult to you?” With this dl were seated on
benches. The Captain requested me humbly, “This is an gpplication for
mutud-settlement  of the dispute. Kindly append your Sgnaures” |
asked the agreement to be read out to me firg. | noticed the following
wording, “The locd and visting devotees shdl take out Hola Mohdla
processions and pay homage a Gurdwaras, but the circumambulation
of outer peripherry of Gurdwara Kad Garh Sahib done is permissible.
To vigt indde the Gurdwara devotees shdl be permitted one by one.
However if some devotee is suspected to belong to Scheduled caste,
‘Choohra, that person shdl not be dlowed.” On hearing this | snatched
away papers of agreement and tearing away trampled under my feet.
The British officer got flabbergasted and asked, “ What is this?' |
replied, “Have you come to start adisturbance or arrange for peace?’

He agreed that his purpose was to establish peace. | convinced him that
the last sentence would only brew more trouble. If mischievous people
keep pointing a random as ‘Choohral, who would put up with this
inult? | told him that he had not understood the red mischief behind
this wording. On his asking for eucidation, | advised him, * It appears
you ae new to this country and ae unaware of the prevaent
conditions. Your subordinates will ignite public disturbance and earn
the blame for you.” In his fury he wanted to say something, but |
stopped him. | proceeded thus:
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| asked the ‘Samgi’ Magidrate, “What is your reigion?” He replied
that he was ‘Arya Samgi’. | enquired. “After purification of the
Scheduled castes according to your Faith, are they dlowed to fredy
vigt your temples or not? Magidrae Sad, “Yes, they enjoy equd
freedom of entry,” Then | asked the Mudim ingpector, “What is your
Fath?’ He replied that he was Mudim. | further asked, “Those who get
initiated in Idam do they 4ill face discrimination as Scheduled castes?
Are they dlowed entry into Magid'?" He sad, “ Yes, they are free to
go.” Findly | asked the Captain, “What is your rdigion,?” He replied
that he was a Chrigtian. | asked him, “Is there any discrimination on the
bass of caste for getting Baptised as Chrigtians?” He replied, “No”. |
then dated, “Likewise our ceremony of Baptism too has the efficacy to
purify many folds” Thus the British officer ganed awaeness of
redlity.

The ‘Smgi’ officer now indigated the Cgptain, tha Gurdwara was
property of the priests and none could be dlowed to trespass. This
initiated further discusson. | protested, that the Holla Mohdla would
dways be taken out and those quilty of cregting trouble should be
brought to book under the law.

When generd sangat became aware of the details of our discusson the
organisars shivered sendng more trouble in future, but the vast mgority
was aoused with rdigious fervour. On the suggesiion of Mader
Chanda Singh, it was decided to form a Committee of eeven people
and ther decison would be binding for further action. The Committee
went into sesson a ‘Garhi Sahib to come out with ‘Gurmata,
decison made according to Gurmat and in presence of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib J. Meanwhile Babu Vir Singh's brother came to announce,
“Why ae you s0 down-cagt in lowly spirits? | am coming from the
school. The officer-incharge has sent for the head-priest of Gurdwara”
| asked the advocate to bring the Head-priest first to me. | urged him to
date facts truthfully. The Captain asked him about ownership of the
Gurdwara. He replied that it belonged to Panth, entire Skh Nation. He
was then questioned about his status. To this he replied, that he was a
savant of the Panth. “Who ae these other priests?” Captain asked
further. The reply came, “These are my employees.”
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The decison was made in favour of Sangat. The British Officer dso
joined in Hola Mohdla cdébrations. This was a truly maginificent
procession.

This was a fore-runner victory of Panthic-Control of Gurdwaras and
fird event of Gurdwara Sudhar Lehar (Movement for improved —
Management of Gurdwaras). Si Bibi Joginder Kaur was a living
exanple of old-timer Skh ladies of Guru's House, who had fought
shoulder to shoulder with their Singh brethren in soaring spirits. She
had impressive and commanding persondlity.

In 1915 leading persondities of Jatha had been arrested in connection
with ‘Lahore Conspiracy case. Warrants were dso issued to arrest
Bha Surjan Singh J, husband of Bibi Joginder Kaur. A police party
arived in village Guawd to search Bha Surjan Singh's house
However he was not present then. Bibi Joginder Kaur put a lock on her
outer gate and stood on guard like a lioness. She warned the police
party that they could not search in absence of her husband. She roared
further, “Be warned and stay away! Any attempt to approach shal lead
to serious consequences.” Blue turban adorning her head and a sword
in hand, She presented an awe-inspiring persondity. This discouraged
the police from any action. The law aso prevented search in absence of
a male member, but lav was never cared for hen or even now. It was
only the bold chdlenge of Bibi Joginder Kaur that restrained the police.
Many other houses had been searched in absence of male members.
Only Bibi Joginder Kaur proved exception and worthy example of
outdanding Skh-lady. She faced police courageoudy and checked thelr
nefarious activity.

She was embodiment of brimming Spiritua Divine-Love, pining with
utmost yearning. She was bles with soaring spirit of high spiritudity.
When she found that many of the Jatha Singhs were arrested, she too
fdt the urge to volunteer for being arrested and join them. Wha held
her beck was the absence of her absconding husband. She was filled
with fury of indignation hearing of the acts of crudty of British
Government in deding with arested Snghs. Most of us had been
arested, but Bha Surjan Singh was ill @sconding. One day he came
home. Immediaidy brave-hearted Bibi proposed to him, “Let us join
our brethren in jal. Wha have we to gan remaning outdde? Vir

119



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
Surjan Singh J was &ble to refran her from this after great struggle.
However he presented himsdf a the jal. This was the result of
promptings of his wife. Our case was under trid in Lahore Jal by a
specid Court. Three judges condituted the court, two being staunch
Britiers heavily biased agang us and one Indian, adulaing his
foreign magters. With court in sesson there was heavy guarding outsde
the jal. That is the time when Bha Surjan Singh presented himsdf
before the Jal-Superintendent for being taken indde. He was highly
asurprised with this and asked, “Who are you and wha brought you
here?” Bha Surjan Singh replied, “My companions are under triad and
my warrants have also been issued. So please, take me insde. | was not
aware of dl this, but as soon | came to know | have come here”
Superintendent enquired, “ Did your family members not sop you from
coming to jal?" Bha Surjan Singh replied, “There is none other than
my wife” Superintendent, “Did your wife not try to hold you back?’
Bha Surjan Singh, replied that “On the contrary her strong pleas only
have brought me here. This astounded dl the jal officds Bha Surjan
Singh was presented in jall dong with us. The Chief Judge, Mr. Scott,
wanted that the accused be handcuffed before bringing him to the
Court. However Jail- Superintendent, E.L.Ward, commented, “Don’t
you redise, that the accused has presented himsdf voluntarily? You are
jus exhibiting your cowardice by getting him hand-cuffed.”  Well,
Divine-Will came to pass. All the Jatha Singhs were sentenced to life-
imprisonment and some of us were sent to Centrd Jail, Multan.

An Event At Multan

Bha Surjan Singh was imprisoned with me in Multan Jail, locked up in
different cdls. Si Bibi Joginder Kaur J came to the Jal for interview.
She had requested for meeting me fird and then her husband, Bha
Surjan Singh J.

Her first request was not acceded, but she was dlowed to meet Bhai
Surjan Singh J. During the meeting Dr Ram Ld J was ds0 present as
one of the jal officids. The words conveyed by Bibi Joginder Kaur J
were mogt agtonishing to al the jal officids. Dr. Ram Ld J narated
al thisto me asfollows:

“I read books like Bije Singh, Sundri of Bha Sahib Vir Singh J
repeatedly, | thought of these as mere flights of imagination and failed
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to believe that such bold Skhladies could have exiged in flesh and
blood. However in beholding and listening to a Bibi, who came for and
interview today, | am not just astonished beyond measure but aso
extremdy ddighted. The reason for my ddight is that dl my ealier
doubts have been banished. What | had thought to be mere fiction about
bravery of Skh-ladies, | saw in this lady of flesh and blood. | am now
fully convinced that there are souls blessed with ‘True Khdsa Spirit’ in
ful messure. This lady has surpassed dl that | read in books like Bije
Singh, etc. about bravery of Sikh-ladies. Whatever | witnessed with my
own eyes and heard with my own ears leaves no room for any further
confirmation.”

He described dl that was sad during that meeting, however only s
Sample of those words is presented to avoid lengthy presentation.
“Facing Bha Surjan Singh J, Bibi told him that he was blessad to
agitate againg British Rule. She too wished with dl her heart to be adle
to participate. She reminded him that he was Skh of the Guru Sahib,
who had sacrificed dl his four sons and the entire family in service of
the Panth and country. That he must remain unshaken in pursuit of his
Gurmat ideds and never bring the Spirit of Bravery of Gurskhs to
disgrace. She assured him that she was safe in Hands of the Lord and
there was nothing to worry about her. There could never be any
obstacle to the spiritud meeting between the two. The gifted Nam
Fearless, bestowed by Satguru on Baptism,, was enshrined in the hearts
of both and must become ther life-sustaining Force. Thus fear of any
kind had to be shunned. In any case body was perishable and would
come to an end. If one could dedicate life to religious duty what could
be better end than that? Here in this world and in the heresfter Nam:
imbued souls were bound together in Bliss That the Sacrificing
Services must bear fruit and bring freedom to the Country one day. She
sressed to make Divine-Nam as the only support of life. That adversty
was the teding time of firmness in Fath. Tha following in the
footgeps of Bha Randhir Singh J would ensure radiance of one's face
in glory both here and in the heregfter. At this Bha Surjan Singh
disclosed inadvertently that Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh J had not
taken any food or drink for last twenty-one days. This disclosure ended
the meeting abruptly. The interviewees were dernly told to pat away
immediately. Bha Surjan Singh wanted to say something in protest.
However Bibi J checked him from peading with the crud. She assured
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him that they would tak to each other every day a will and who could
ever dop? The spiritud meeting was irrevocable. The jail officids
threstened Bibi J that if she faled to leave immediatdly, she would be
pushed out. Hearing the insulting words, Bibi J's face reddened with
Divine-Fervour and chdlenged the threstening officids to approach
her. She warned that She would tear anyone making such attempt to
pieces. None could bear the look of her face in fury and splendorous
with Divine-Glory. Jalor then requested her humbly with folded hands
to leave Dr Ram Ld described that dl the jal officids were shivering
from head to foot in fear. Such was the unbearable sight of her face in
fury, like a lioness. This became tak of the day throughout the jail and
mere thought was causng shivering in the cowards” Dr. Ram Ld
resolved that he too would seek Baptiam of Gurmat with dl his family
and sought my blessngs for bestowing of Skh Fath by the Guru. |
hope this would suffice as specimen of what thoughts were transpired.

After that day, | envisoned the glorified face of Bibi Joginder Kaur
every-day during my jal period. Fndly | envisoned the sght of her
moment of desth in Hazaribag jal. | noted the date and it was
confirmed after a lgpse of many weeks that Sri Bibi Joginder Kaur had
indeed departed from this world on that very day. Too many are the
miraculous events of her life to write about. Dedicated to sdfless
sarvice, ever- ready for any sacrifice, She was dways soaring in Spirit.
Rare ae such persons. Her life would verily serve as Lighthouse for
coming generations of Skh-ladies.

She had her only son, who contacted the epidemic of influenza in
October 1918. Bha Surjan Singh was then in Multan Jail, when both
mother and son died with a gap of one day. She was an embodiment of
patience and gretitude to Divinein her lagt moments.
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CHAPTER 22
MOTH OF LIGHT — DIVINE DR. GURDIP SINGH JI

His earlier name was Nand Singh. He was born and brought up at
Narangwa and got maried in early life. His father was Dr. Charan
Singh ‘Sotri’, veterinary doctor. He had been renamed Asa Singh after
Baptism, yet he was dways known as ‘Charan Singh’, the discarded
dead name as Gurskh. He had been Baptised in young age dong with
me and was known as my ‘Sunehria Vir'. He was of a very young age
and Baptism had deep spiritud effect on him, but only for a short time.
He had very sweet dispostion and was well built. | aways addressed
him by his Gurmat name, Asa Singh. He was to be arrested in ‘Lahore
conspiracy case in 1914 dong with me, but he managed to escape to
Cdcutta and then to Burma. There he became veterinary doctor and
got into service. He sent for his family, congasting of his wife, one son
Nand Singh and one daughter Nand Kaur. Thus the family was
reunited in Burma

| do not know much about early life of Nand Singh in Burma. Only his
bosom-friend, Dr. Tirlochan Singh, can throw some light. All | know
is that he received his educetion there and became a doctor. He was a
renouncer by nature like ascetics and a great spiritual seeker. It was in
fulfillment of ultimate objective of God-Redization that he had pursed
in his previous life. His amplicity and purity in life led him to be teken
in by any fake holy one. However he could discern fakes from red like
svans ‘sepaating water from milk’ with his naturd gift, though after
full conviction with time. Once 0 convinced, he would immediatey
abandon them.  With his spiritud thirst unquenched, he would remain
yearning for true Sat-Sang, holy company. Wherever a prominent
Sant exiged in Burma, he went on to follow him with full dedication
and faith till the end. He would worship him like God. Dr. Tirlochan
Singh was his companion in spiritud pursuit and knows the details of
events. However | am not much concerned with this earlier life as
Nand Singh in Burma | had firg serious contact with him when he
returned to Narangwa disgppointed after his long search for spiritud
solace, having tried ascetics of different hues. He continued to be a
humble seeker with utmogt spiritud yearning.  His vigt coincided with
Sat-Sang Samagam, providing a feest of soulful Kirtan of Gurbani
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Snging. | do not know how this love-lorn, Nand Singh, got wind of
Sat-Sang.

The true seekers have the means to reach thelr objective, helped by
Divine-dispensation.  This was the fird occason to meet this young
Divine-Lover, fully charged emotiondly. His accompanying dster was
aso a co-seeker of gsoiritudity with equd fevor.  The Baptizing
ceremony was being hdd. The experienced Gurmukhs immediately
identified them as old associates of previous birth. Dear Nand Singh
was the highest candidate for Baptism and his sster, Bibi Nand Kaur,
was not far behind in soiritud merit. She very much desired to join her
brother for Baptism together. However this was not possible, because
she was required to get Baptised only as a couple adong with her
husband. The husband was as yet untouched by spiritud concern and
remaned adoof from the environment of Sat-Sang. However Bibi Nand
Kaur firmly beieved that her slent prayers would soon bring her
husband around and he too would be ready for Baptism. She
reconciled with postponement of her own Baptism, much aganst her
wishes, in view of the resraint of Gurmat principle and strong faith and
hope of redemption together with her husband. Her sacrifice of willful
acceptance to withhold her spiritua progress in compliance with tenets
of Fath, perseverance in hope and fath in Divine-Dispensation was
highly appreciable.

| remember Nand Singh dtting ingde among aspirants for Baptism in
anticipated gpiritua tranformation while his devout sser was happily
swinging in ecstasy outsde in varandah. It appeared hat she too would
ghare the spiritud flights of cdedid Bliss with her brother even in her
present date, dtting outsde. The find moment arived and Vir Nand
Singh was being trandormed into Blessed Gurdip Sngh. He was
gtting before the ‘Chosen Fiveé with hands folded together in grest
anticipation. He was thirding most like ran-bird for the Divine-
Nectar.

Just as he imbibed Amrit from the ‘Chosen Fiveé and was initiated with
‘Gur-Mantar’, the Divine-Nam, his eyes rolled upward and his spirit
soared in highegt flight. His Smran of Nam was the unique example of
Gurbani-quote, “Gurmukh Rome Rome Har Dhiyave’, contemplating
Divine with every pore of hisbeing.
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Tears of grditude for besowing of Divine-Grace were flowing fredy.
The face shone in Splendor-Divine and his naturd charm was enhanced
many-fold in splendorous glory. Nand Singh of few ealier moments
was transformed beyond recognition. He presented the sght of moon
enamored bird in his fixation of Divine-Love. He had a considerable
credit of spiritud merit caried over from previous life and had made
endless drivings even in this birth. His consciousness was fully awake
to recave the very fird drop of Divine-Nectar. Just as he received
‘Swanti-Boond’ like rain bird, there was inner gushing of Spiritua-
Nectar within.  As soon as he heard ‘Gur-Mantar’, initiated by
‘ChosentFHve, Divine-Nam utterance became automatic from every
pore of his being. Initid switching-on kept the Nam-Smran going
ceasdedy like working of a pendulum for many years to come.
Nectarine-Nam reflected Divine-Light within, and Lord in Full Glory
was envisoned! How could Gurdip Singh, engrossed in tasting Nam-
Nectar now, have known tha the vison of his yearning would be
envisoned within his own beng? Divine-Light not only filled his
inner being but could aso be envisoned without, everywhere.

His Love-Yeaning eyes of long kept him engrossed in enjoyment of
Divine-Vidon with dngle-minded concentration. Enlightenment  of
‘WAHEGURU-Nam’ presented the vison of the sdf-Named Lord in
Red-Being. This is how the tongue and the eyes of Gurdip Singh in
ecstasy were completely engrossed with Divine-Wonder.  He had
atained his long awated sdf-fulfillment. He was a picture of gratitude
in thanks Giving for Divine-Grace, uttering ‘Kartar! Kartar!” With
increedng  repetition  of utterance, manifold miraculous  Divindy
Glorious hues, were reflected by hisface.

This was amazing dght indeed!  Whosoever saw youthful Gurdip
Sngh in this Blisful dae dso became ecdaic. The most unique
happening of this occason was that Vir Gurdip Singh's sigter, Nand
Kaur, went into trance, dtting outsde. Her Nam-Smran darted
automatically, as if she had direct spiritua communication with her
brother, center of her loving-concern. It is customary to confine the
environment of Baptizing ceremony only to the concerned individuds
to the excduson of generd sangat. The ‘Chosen Five recelved Divine-
promptings that Reborn in Guru's House, Vir Gurdip Singh, may be
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ganced by his Divindy-intoxicated sister, Nand Kaur, from outsde
through window-glass  With firg glance itsdf Bibi fanted, unable to
cope up with the sght of Fercing of Ecdaic Divine-Love and its
Glory. Fdling flat, she logt her consciousness for many hours. Though
she regained her composure, yet Vir Gurdip Singh continued to be in
trance indde. The Baptizing Ceremony was over dnce long and his
other companions had left. The chosen Five decided to leave him
undisurbed in his Blissul State done in Presence of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib.  The Granthi Singhs on attendance duty of Si Granth Sahib
were being rotated. However Vir Gurdip Singh remained in same
meditationa posture, without movement of a limb nor did his eyes
blink. Ah! Thiswas great imbibing of Divine-Nectar!

The gathered Sangat was anxious to behold Vir Gurdip Singh and was
getting restless Fndly | was told to somehow bring him out of his
trance, 0 that he may come out for sangat to have a glimpse. In
compliance of Sangat’s direction, taking hold of mysdf | entered to
ghare in Blissful Play-Divine. Lovingly | touched Vir Gurdip Singh in
his deep-meditation. In his dtate of Intoxicated-Divine-Love, | could
bady manage to support him with my shoulder in hdf-carrying.
Findly he was in the mids of eagerly wating Gurskhs outsde.  All
were beholding his Glorious Sight in devotion. Sowly he regained his
norma composure.  His lips moved and there were resounding of
Kirtan-Divine for long. It is not known how long it took Vir Gurdip
Sngh to return to normd life and duty towards family. His wife too
was Baptised aong with him and thus the couple returned to Burma as
devout Gurgkhs His Divine-infatuated presence of Nam
enlightenment fird regded Gurskh-Sangat in Rangoon and then many
other cities Under his powerful influence of complete Faith-
dedication, a prominent Kirtani Jatha came into being, ushering an
environment of spiritudity. Many were moved to experience his date
of Divine-Bliss and indeed acquired the same highest Bliss like one
lamp lightening the other.

The trandformation in old Nand Singh to Vir Gurdip Singh of high
soirituaity was mog astounding to his associaes in Burma  The
asoiring Gurskhs in ther ealy youth were highly benefited. The city
of Pagbol was paticularly blessed with a heavenly amosphere of
devotional Sat-Sang. Quite a few years later Dr. Randhir Singh of
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Guewd returned to Punjab from Burma  This is his naration,
“Burma is now truly blessed with heavenly spiritud environment in the
region of Pagboi. Rangoon has dso experienced some of this
Blisfulness. Though | am hadened worldy mortd devoid of 4l
goiritudity, yet | can dways spot the Essence of Gurmat whenever |
chance to come across. | happen to have name common with you,
‘Randhir Singh’.  While you have progressed spiritudly, |1 too have
mede dmilar if not higher drivings in sarvice for Panthic causes
However | reman a dranger to matters spiritud, yet it is Guru's
blessng that | can evaluate accuratdy red tdent of Gurmat in Panth,
Khdsa naion. There are two shining examples of Jatha, Vir Wishakha
Sngh and Vir Amar Singh (Pooran Singh) in Rangoon.  Though
socidly they fdl in category of not-so-wel-to-do people, yet one bows
to them for ther high spiritudity. Like the hidden jewds, wrapped in
rags, they have been identified by the jewdler in me. Let me ducidate
that their spiritud enlightenment has been hdped by Dr. Gurdip Singh
J, who got imbued spiritudly here and then caried the Hame to
Burma”

Dr. Gurdip Sngh served his patients mog sdflesdy. His soothing
words eradicated hdf the problem of disease. In the case of patients
with poor means and low castes, he devoted specid attention day and
night going to ther houses. He spent his own money for their
medicines and care, bringing them full rdief and enthusng new life
Irrespective of the socid dtatus of a patient, he would rush to attend the
paient even & mid-night. Making money was never his objective.
Starting with words of reassurance and solace, he would make as many
rounds as required till the patient was fully cured.

He was renowned for his caring and ided ethicd behavior with
patients. All his patients were nursed back to full hedth. He Iéft his
high medicd postion in Burma thinking of savice as mee
endavement. He satup his medicd practice to serve Narangwadl,
Gurjeewd and surrounding villages most sdfledy.  He would not
charge even for medicines from the poor. Even the rich were not
quoted medica fees. Cheafully he would answer any cdls from
patients without regard to time or prevaent weather of incessant rain,
gorm, etc. His devotion and professona care brought most satisfying
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results to his patients. Making it free for the poor, he charged very
reasonably from therich.
However even the well-to-do families would not pay cost of medicines
and would ak for credit facility that never got repad. Many of the
village-physicians had to pack up their practicee  The high-class
medicd service rendered by Dr. Gurdip Singh never got true
gopreciation. His persond financid resources got dried up. Under this
circumgtance, his veterinary doctor father recdled him to Burma  With
his influence in Govenment crdes he got Dr. Gurdip Sngh
rehabilitated to his previous postion. However the father had drawn
relationship with his son, Dr. Gurdip Singh, that never could flourish.
The details do not interest me, but | mainly atribute this to diversty of
interests of worldliness as againg spiritua pursuit. My man purpose is
to give a life-sketch of Dr. Gurdip Singh J and not concern myself with
family relaionships

Dr. Gurdip Sngh J lent his surroundings an ar of blisful spiritudity
wherever he dayed. He went aound establishing Sat-Sangs,
congregational seats, and interest in Kirtan. Leading an exemplary life
of a devout Gurskh on Path of Gurmat, he helped many aspirants of
Gurgkhi. His family life was led dutifully in a spirit of detachment of
true renouncer. He remained obedient to his eders and complied with
Gurmat code fully in spirit of dedication. For reasons unknown, he
seemed to have been in a hurry to merge with Light Eternd. Praying
sordly for end of his life-sojourn, he readied himsdf for the moment
of depature. His life remained beyond reproach and in a spirit of
detachment like a lotus flower in water. Such was Gurmat ordained
family life that ended too early. Sitting in a secluded corner in Burma,
he departed with sdf-invited Divine-Cdl, never to return again! Here
we are left as hislove-lorn admirers, to cherish old memories.
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Chapter 23
“YOUNG PREM SINGH “PINING-DEVOUT”

He truly remaned pining for Divine-Love throughout his short-lived
life. Depating for Divine-Love, he left me too pinning-in-love. This
chance-mesting, ever-lagting in memory, runsthus:

The entire Akhand Kirtani Jatha, including Babu Md Singh, had come
to village Bopara a the house of Si Bha Igba Singh for Akhand-
Pathh Sat-Sang Samagam. According to dispensation-Divine, a whole
family from Vaddi (Ala Sngh Wadi) of MaenDoab came there for
Gurmat Baptism. Jathedar Ganga Singh was ther intermediary.  With
great loving devotion they got Baptised dong with other aspirants and
dl fdt goiritudly trandformed. Young Prem Singh was particularly
gnitten by Divine-Love in his agonishing trandormetion. He was
deeply imbued with spiritudlity. Engaged in meditation of Divine-Nam
al were loang avareness of their bodies in totd engrossment. Seeing
youthful Prem Singh in enjoyment of Divine-Glory, a common thought
occurred separatdy to Gurmukh Bhai Ma Singh J and me a the same
time It was thought that this young-man's mariage with our loving
young girl, Kulwant Kaur, would be mos befitting. The concurrence
of thought between two of us got confirmed and made resolute without
exchanging words. Si Babu Md Singh J taked to Jathedar Ganga
Sngh J and the family from Vaddi tha this young Prem Singh now
belonged to us (hinting the proposd). It further transpired that he was
dill an eigible bachdlor. He was a student in some school near Vaddli.
Babu J further proposed that the boy ‘'may teke admisson in Si
Mukatsar High School, where Bha Igba Singh was serving as Head
maester.  This woud ensure persond supervison by Bha Igba Singh as
adso provide chance to benefit from holy environment of Sri Muktsar
Darbar Sahib, higoricd shrine. Bha Igbd Singh J reedily agreed to
this arangement. Thus Prem Singh J passed his matriculation from
there.  Next he took admisson in Khdsa College Si Anritsar and
passed in Faculty of Arts (F.A.)

It was then time for much awated ‘Anand Sanjog’, the destined
mariage. Findly the day arived and a mariage paty of Gurmukhs,
gnging Gurbani Kirtan, landed a Narangwa. This was the first
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occason for Sant Bha Jawala Singh J’s vigt. It turned out to be a
long sesson of Akhand Kirtan. This was a summer gathering of
devout souls, basking in spiritud environment.  Gurmukh Prem Singh,
the groom, was in most blisful gae  Ealy morning AsaDi-Var
Kirtan started. It was full-moon night. Waves of Kirtan sound reached
aa. The initigting prayer, ‘Ardasa, by Gurmukh Bha Md Singh J
brought a touch of flourishment to the yearning souls. The renowned
Akdi ‘Ragi’ Bha Lachhman Singh J ‘Gandharb’ (titte means ‘cdedtid
gnge’) dated dasscd Kirtan in Divine-fervour.  In addition to
harmonium there was mingling of the tunes of ‘Nafris (flute type
mugcd organs), played by two accompanying atits.  The prominent
Kirtaniyas of the Jatha were dso present. The Anand marriage was
performed in astounding prevalence of Bliss. The devout Bibi Kulwant
Kaur was thus wedded to Gurmukh youthful Prem Singh. It was a
perfect maich of both physcd and spiritud beautiess Prem Singh J's
cham fascinated one and dl. | had come to admire him a the very
firg dght and tha devdoped into ill deeper love with this new
relationship. They lived happily together in highest maritd bliss.

Before | dated coming to ‘Kumar Hatti’ hills, | was invited to
secluded aea of Solan hills by Sardar Basheshar Singh J, a high
officid of Pedida Stae, a his resdence, dong with entire Jtha A
long period of four-months was spent there. There was adequate
arrangement for comfortable stay for dl and the Langar expenses were
borne by Sardar Basheshar Singh. The blest couple of Vir Prem Singh
J and my beloved girl, Kulwant Kaur were dso part of this gathering.
The very dght of youthful Prem Singh was enough to make Sardar
Basheshar Singh ji and his wife Bibi Sagar J fdl in degp love with
him.  Vir Prem Singh was agppointed to an dtractive post in Patida
date. Sardar Basheshar Singh was then among the prominent dtate
offidds, beonging to a highly reputed family. He came to admire high
character and bearing of Prem Singh and amost adopted him.  Though
gopointed as date employee, Prem Singh spent many years daying
cloe to S. Basheshar Sngh J. He saved with utmost loydty,
intdligence and awareness.  Prem Singh had excdlent dedlings with
asociated officids of both superior and subordinate categories.  He
cane to be loved by one and dl for his enthusng blissfulness and
evaryone daming specid relationship with him.  His devotion to duty
and obedience was such that he was ever willing for anything anytime,
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anywhere, without dightest hegtation. Though in my case he enjoyed
a privileged podstion of dmost sorrinlaw, yet he remaned most
humble and ready for any servicee He never exhibited any sense of
«df-pride or haughtiness. Enjoying the blessedness of many sat-sang
samagams, his privileged rdaionship with me was never exhibited due
to his deep humility. He dways had sweet words for dl, which were
swvegtened with his inner dispodtion and not just feked. It is this
swveetness of dispostion that wins recognition in House of the Guru
and devoid of this virtue have no place. It is NamSimran, ceasdess
Divine-Memory. It was Grace of the Guru that Prem Singh enjoyed
both spiritua and worldly recognition.

The high socid datus of his family was wel acknowledged in Vaddi.
It was 0 dedtined through Divine-Will that dl members of this august
family died within a period of one year. The house, once filled with
husle ad busle of activity, wore a deserted look. Prem Singh's
mother was first to depart and her glory too departed with her. Next it
was turn of his younger sster and eder brother. Prem Singh's son of
about 3 years too died. Bibi Kulwant Kaur was left with two baby-
daughters.  His father was next victim of deeath, leaving adl matters to
the sole care and respongbility of Kaka Prem Singh. However in the
generd collapse, he too did not endure.  None could anticipate his
recal by Divine so soon. | was enjoying Spiritud Bliss a ‘Kumar-
Hatti’ and Bibi Kulwant Kaur was aso with me. A sudden news came
that beloved of dl, Prem Singh, while riding a bicycle between Srhand
and Bass collided head-on with a Tonga and died in accident on the
spot.  All bewaled his untimey death in family drdes and among
Soiritud associates.  There was a wave of sympathy. Proceeding from
Kumar-Hatti | headed for Narangwa. In the following Akhand-Pethh
Samagam all bereaved souls were gathered. The sole representative d
the once large family was our beloved girl, Bibi Kulwant Kaur. A third
daughter was born to her after few months of Prem Singh's desth.
Accepting Divine-Will  and drawing sodlace from  spiritudist
sympathizers, she is spending her days a her parentd home. She had
enjoyed a deep loving relationship with her husband, Prem Singh J.

The couple had accompanied me on my firs tour of Kashmir. They
were deeply steeped in enjoyment of Akhand Kirtans. Prem Singh had
a pentname of “Behbd’, that | was not awvare of. When | found him in
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soaring soiritud flight and losng dl other awareness | happened to
comment that he was a great ‘pinning-lover of Divineg. It was then that
a knowing person informed me of his pen name tha caried the same
meaning. However he was never cdled by this name during
congregations of Sat-Sang.

Time would pass and so would many a youthfulness, yet the memories
of the beloved would never fade. The Namimbued devout, abiding in
the heresfter, must be rdishing great environment of high Spiritudity
and would not look back here. How would those yearning for onward
progress ever to look back! Wounds of separation of the love-lorn can
never hed. The cdl of desth does not discern the age of child, youth or
old, but follows dictation of Master-Divine to lead mortds to the
heregfter.  Depated ae the charming while riding the crest of
goiritudity and particularly those untouched by worldliness ended their
life-sojourn beautifully in Bliss. This upheavd is a blessing in disguise
for me. The pangs of this separation from Nam-imbued souls of
devout, keeps me aoof from worldliness. The death adways appears to
be hovering overhead. It is a gift of these departees to the heredfter!
My sdutations to the Graced ones of Guru's House, whose souls
departed one &fter the other to merge into Divine!!

I8 gfsadt AAsT HisT niedlsT |l
feg 35 frs fAG arfanr He Fhzr T37 11
B 3 @ v s AR A Ars fag Srafa
fag fefi nrfenr Jfg g&br #hu ASY aifg gafa
FO% JIE MSAIE & J8t 9fa 313t &137 11
I8 gfmast AT HiST niedlsT |l

| am sacrifice unto my spiritually-awakened friends.

Those are the ones, my inseparable beloveds of common love.
How can the beloveds of unbreakable ties of |ove be forgotten?
Their very sight isenthralling and they remain ever so close to heart.
Ever blessed are they with all virtues, without a flaw.

Sacrificeam | unto my friends of spiritual -awakening!
Suhi Chhand M:1[765]
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